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Philadelphia Pricesax6; urrent 


M AR C HH, 315° 1791. 


Afbes, pot, p. ton, 371-105-401. Hides raw, per lb. 9d-tod.j Lump, per lb. 16d. 
Pen. and Fer: p. bbl. §5s.\ Indigo, Fr. per lb. Q-Iered Loaf, fing. refin. 175d. 

SS conti do. 47/6. Ditto, double ditto. 224d. 
Bofton, (wmfips) 55s. 


Carolina, 3°78. 1s bo 
Caft,per cwt. 26-28:. >} 






Flavannah, white, 84d. 


Brandy, French, p.gal. 8/6-9. Bar, per ton, 30/. Ditto, brown, 8d. 
Bread, foip, per cwt.17s-1 9/6, s Pig, ‘9l5s-10l Mufco. p. cw. 60/6-78:s. 
~ I Sheet, 651 


dozen 10/6 ' 
Ditto, per bbl. 35-401. Meal, Indian, p. bibl. 175. 
Molaffes, per gal. 2f7-2/9. 
Nails, 10,12 F 20d. 99d. 


Beer 


ven in bottles, per 


Salt. 


Cadiz, 1/tok 
NY; 22 
Fer. 24 g- 9s. 







Oak, p.m. feet, ge-98s. 


Tar 


Ls , p- bufo. 25. 
jes 2f% 








: Merchant. pine YQO-955 Cortee. 32g: IO-I2s. 
S Sap, 50s. { Sper _fraine p. g- 3/7. Turpentine, 205. 
Cedar, S0-90s.' =: 34 rd com. S. ( fF. R.acw, beft, 28-305. 
Chocelate, per lb, Is. Do. Northern, afo, if Inferior, 22{6-255. 
Coffee, per. lbs 14d. | Tanners p- bbl. 67/6. 3 Old, 35-37/6. 
Superfine, p. bl. 38/6.| Parchment, per doz. 37{6-45..4 | Rappaban. 22/6-255. 
s | Common, 36/6. rs American, 11f6-12s. s é Coloured Maryl. 40-605. 
ws 4 Bur. mid. beft, 32/6-345.|_; ( Burlington, ~ 77/6183 & Dark, 18/9-205. 
hy Middiings, 26-2735. :  Sre Co. 72/6. s Long leaf, 18/9-20s. 
Ship fluff, p-cwt. 9-128. S Carolina, 60s. Eaftern Shore, 15-16/9. 
Flax, per lb. od.| Peale, fi Carolina, new, 226-255 
Flaxfeed, per bu fo. 55.1 Rice, per cwt. 22/6. Old,  28-30s. 
Ginfeng, per lb. 2/2. ‘famaica per g. 5{3-5/61 , ( Hy/on, p. Ib. 75-8/9. 
Gin, Holland, per gal. 6s) . | Windward, 4f4).3 ) Souchong, 3/9-75- 
( Wheat p. bufo. 7f3-7/6. 8 4 Antigua, ale Congo, 3-39 
Rye, 55. Fs Barbadoes, 3/9-4 Bobea, 2/5-2/6. 
2 Oats, 25. Country, 3/3- { Mad. p. p. 40-751. 
3 < Indian corn, 2/8. Tafia, 2f 4-2/6. Lifbon, 36l-37/105. 
© | Barley, 4f6-4/9. Teneriffe, p. g- 3/9- 
beft foelled, 203. German, p.cwt. 60-705.) , | Fayal, p. g. 3s 
Buckwheat, 2/6 |S ) Englifs, bliftered, 80s.) © J Port, per pipe, 40-4211 Os 
Hlam:, per ib. 64d. S Amer. p. ton, 40-605. ® | Ditto, per gal. 7$- 
Hogs-lard, id, Crowley's, p. fag: 85+] Dit. per doz. bot. 30s. 
Honey, 41.|Snake root, p. lb. 1/6-2/8 Claret, 30-455. 
Hemp, per. ton, $0-56/ Soap, common, 44-6. Sherry, p. gal. 6/9. 
Hops, per lb. af 3-2/6. Cafiile, x Malaga, 5-65. 
Hog foead hoops, p.m. 5-61 \Starch, 4d-6d|Wax, bees, per lb. t/t0}-as. 





Current Prices of Pupiic SECURITIES. 








6 per Cents 17s 17/2. per £. or 86% per Cent. 
Funded in.§ 3 per Cents Qs. or 46 do. 
Defered 6 per Cents 8/11 Qs 46 de. 
Final Scttl. and other Certificates 15f8 80 —s do. 
Unfunded do. } Indents 9s. 46 do. 
State debts - 12/3———T ss. 625 de. 





Course of ExXcnanGeE. 
Bik 3 of Exchange, Lendon, 90 days, 71. | Amferdam, 60 days, per guilder, 2f/11-3:- 
3/t 


Dito, 60 days, 714. 30 days, 
Ditto 3° days, 7a. » France, 60 days, per § livres, V2 
30 days, 1/3 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


HIS TORY of the Lift © and CHARACTER Of 


BENJAMIN FrankLin, L. L. D. Oc. Oc. Or. 
(Continued from page 70.) 


LTHOUGH Dr. Franklin was now principally occupied with 
political purfuits, he found time for philofophiéal ftudies. He 
extended his electrical refearches, and made a variety of experiments, 
particularly on the tourmalin. The fingular properties whick this 
{tone poflefles of being electrified on one fide pofitively and on the o- 
ther negatively, by heat alone, without friction, had been but lately 
obferved. , 

Some experiments on the cold produced by evaporation, made by 
Dr. Cullen, had been communicated to Dr. Franklin, by Profeflor 
Simpfon of Glafgow. Thefe he repeated, and found, that, by the 
evaporation of ether in the exhaulted receiver of an air-pump, fo 
great a degree of cold was produced in a fummer’s day, that water 
was converted into ice. This difcovery he applied to the folution 
of a number of phenomena, particularly a fingular fact, which phi- 
lofophers had endeavoured in vain to account for, viz. that the tem- 
perature of the human body, when in health, never exceeds 96 de- 
grees of Fahrenheit’s thermometer, although the atmofphere which 
urrounds it may be heated to a much greater degree. This he at- 
tributed to the increafed perfpiratioa, and confequent evaporation, 
produced by the heat. er os , 

In a letter to Mr. Small of London, dated in May 1760, Dr. 
Franklin makes a number of obfervations, tending to fhew that in 
North America, north eaft ftorms begin in the fouthweft parts. It 
appears, from actual obfervation, that a north eaft ftorm, which ex- 
tended a confiderable diftance, commenced in Philadelphia nearly 
four hours before it was felt in Bofton. He endeavoured to aceount 
for this, by fuppofing that, from heat, fome great rarefaction takes 
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132 The Life.of Benjamin Franklin. 


place about the Gulf of Mexico, that the air further north being cool- 
er rufhes in, and is fucceeded by the cooler and denfer air {till fur- 
ther north, and that thus a continued current is at length produced. 

The tone produced by rubbing the brim ofa drinking glafs witha 
wet finger had beengenerally known. A Mr. Puckeridge, an Irith- 
man, by placing on a tablea number of glafles of diiterent fizes, and 
tuning them by partly filling them with water, endeavoured to form 
an inftrument, capable of playing tunes. He was prevented by anun- 
tiinely end, from bringing his invention to any degree of perfection. 
After his death fome improvements were made upon his plan. The 
fweetnefs of the tones induced Dr. Franklin to make a variety of ex- 
periments ; and he at length formed that elegant inftrument, which 
he has called the Armoxica. 

In the fummer of 1762 he returned to America. On his paflage, he 
obferved the fingular effect produced by the agitation of a veXel, con- 
taining oil floating on water. The furface of the oil remains fmooth 
and undifturbed, whilft the water is agitated with the utmoft commo- 
tion. No fatisfactory explanation of this appearance has, we believe, 
ever been given. 

Dr. Franklin received the thanks of the Affembly of Pennfylvania, 
“as well for the faithful difcharge of his duty, to that province in 
particular, as fo~the many and important fervices done to America 
in general, during his refidence in Great Britain.”” A compenfation 
of {5000 Pennfylvania currency was alfo decreed him for his fervices 
during fix years. 

During his abfence he had been annually elected member of the 
Affembly. On his return to Pennfylvania he again took his feat in 
this body, and continued a fteady defender of the liberties of the peo- 

le. 

In December 1762, a circumftance which caufed great alarm in the 
province, took place. Anumber of Indians had refided in the coun- 
ty of Lancafter, and conducted themfelves uniformly, as friends to 
the white inbabitants. Repeated depredations on the frontiers had 
exafperated the inhabitants to fuch a degree, that they determined on 
revenge upon every Indian. A number of perfons, to the amount of 
about 129, principally inhabitants of Donnegal and Peckftang or 
Paxton townfhips; in the county of York, aflembled ; and, mounted 
on horfeback, proceeded to the fettlement of thefe harmlefs and de- 
fencelefs Indians, whofe number had now been reduced to about twen- 
ty. The Indians received intelligence of the attack which was in- 
tended again{t them, but difbelieved it. Confidering the white peo- 
pleas their friends, they apprehended no danger from them. When 
the party arrived at the Indian fettlement, they found only fome wo- 
men and children, and a few old ‘men, the reft being abfent at work. 
They murdered all whom they found, and amongft others the chief 
Shahaes, who had been‘always diftinguifhed for his friendfhip to the 
whites. This bloody deed excited much indignation in the well 
difpofed part of the community. ~ ey 

The remainder of thefe unfortanate Indians, who, by abfence, had 
efcaped the maflacre, were conducted to Lancafter, and lodged in the 
jail as a place of fecurity. The Governor iffued a proclamation ex- 
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prefling the ftrongeft difapprobation of the action, offering a reward 
for the difcovery of the perpertators of the deed, and prohibiting alt 
injuries to the peaceable Indians in future. but, notwithftanding 
this, a party of the fame men fhortly after marched to Lancatter, 
broke open the jail, and inhumanly butchered the innocent Indians 
who had been placed there for fecurity. Another proclamation was 
iflued, but it hud no effect. A detachment marched down to Phila- 
delphia, for the exprefs purpofe of murdering fome friendly Indians, 
who had been removed to the city for fafety.’ A number of the citi- 
zens armed in their defence. The Quakers, whofe principles are op- 
pofed to fighting, even in their own defence, were moft active upon 
this occafion. The rioters came to Germantown. The governor 
fled for fafety to the houfe of Dr. Franklin, who, with fome others, 
advanced to meet the Paxton boys, as they were called, and had ia- 
fluence enough to prevail upon them to relinguifh their undertak- 
ing, and return to their homes. 

The difputes between the Proprietaries and the Aflembly, which, 
fora time, had fubfided, were again revived. The Proprietaries 
were diflatisfied with the couceffions made in favour of the people, 
and made great ftruggles to recover the privilege of exempting their 
eftates from taxation, which they had been induced to give up. 

In 1753 the Aflembly paffed a militia bill, to which the governor re- 
fufed to give his aflent, unlefs the Aflembly would agree to certain a- 
meéndments which he propofed. Thefe confifted in increafing the 
fines, and, in fome cafes, fubftituting death for fines. He wifhed too 
that the officers fhould be appointed altogether by, himfelf, and not 
be nominated by the people, as the bill had propofed. ‘Thefe a- 
mendments the aflembly confidered as inconfiftent with the fpirit of 
liberty. They would not adopt them, the governor was obftinate, 
and the bill was loft. 

Thefe, and various other circumftances, encreafed the uneafinefs 
which fubfifted between the Proprietaries and the Aflembly, to fuch 
a degree, that, in 1764, a petition to the king was agreed to by the 
houfe, praying an alteration from a Proprietary to a Regal govern- 
ment. Great oppofition was made to this meafure, not only in the 
houfe but in the public prints. A fpeech of Mr. Dickenfon, on the 
fubject, was publifhed, with a preface by Dr. Smith, in which great 
pains were taken to fhew the impropriety and impolicy of this pro- 
ceeding. A fpeech of Mr. Galloway, in reply to Mr. Dickenfon, 
was publifhed, accompanied with a preface by Dr. Franklin, in which 
he ably oppofed the principles laid down in the preface to Mr. Dic- 
kenfon’s fpeech. This application to the throne produced no effeét. 
The proprietary government was {till continued. 

At the election for a new Affembly, in the fall of 1764, the friends 
of the proprietaries made great exertions to exclude thofe of the 
adverfe party, and they obtained a fmall majority in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia. Franklin now loft his feat in the houfe, which he had held 
for fourteen years. On the meeting of the Affembly, it appeared that 
there was ftill a decided majority of Franklin’s friends. He was 
immediately appointed provincial agent, to the great chagrin of his 
enemies, who made a folemn proteft again{ft his appointment, which 
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134 _ On the excellency of mode fy. 


was refufed admiffion upon the minutes, as being unprecedented. It 
was, however, publithed in the papers, and produced a fpirited re- 
ply from him, juft before his departure for ingland. 

(To be continued.) 


SOOO OO CPO Ory 


TRANSLATED FOR THEUNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Ex tT RactTs from the corre/pondence of the prefent 
KinG of SWEDEN, when a young man, with 
the Juperintenaents of his education. 


Count Scheffer to his Royal Highnefs. 


ODEST Y, my prince, is a virtue fo graceful, and yet fo rare, 
that for the honour of human nature we ought to collec, nay, 
engrave on brafs, and fculp in marble, the monuments which prove 
that fhe yet exifts, and which, in the cafe of her total extin¢tion, 
might prove to pofterity, that fhe once exifted. I have lately been 
informed of an example of this virtue that well merits your notice.* 
—Field-marfha] Daun offered to one of his general officers, the com- 
mand of a felect corps deftined for an important expedition, «This 
perce defired to be excufed from this honourable diftinétion, candid- 
y declaring, that he thought himfelf unworthy of it: that he could 
promife a faithful difcharge of duty on whatever occafion, and im 
whatever danger, spacial he was placed in a fubordinate ftation; 
but’that a fupreme command was beyond his abilities. The marfhal, 
ftruck with admiration of this noble diffidence, theught, very ju- 
dicioufly, that a perfon who poflefled fuch a felf-command, was alfo 
capable of executing the iutended truft; and therefore did not fcruple 
to give him pofitive orders for the purpofe: afluring him at the fame 
time of prompt affiftance in cafe of need. The event proved that the 
marfhal was right; the general having acquitted himfelf with honour, 
and fhown that his modefty was not a con{cioufnefs of ignorance, but 
a delicate fenfe of duty. 


This, my prince, will no doubt fuggelt to your reflection, that mo- — 


defty, though not generally numbered among the civil virtues, is yet 
one of the moft eflential to the public good. If it were more general, 
we fhould fee many renounce public employments which they fo ea- 
gerly purfue, and fo badly adminifter. Princes who difpofe of thefe 
offices, would alfo be diffident of their own judgment, and confult the 
beft counfellors ina choice fo important to the State. When Lewis 
the XIV. would place Chamillon at the head of the department of 
war, and was told that this minifter, though otherwife a man of me- 
rit, was not qualified for this place, this proud monarchreplied, J wi/l 
qualify him; and in this conceit he chofe a man who fpoiled his affairs, 
and whom he was at laft obliged to difplace, after anexperience ru- 
inous to France. We cannot, therefore, too warmly recommend mio- 


* This was written in 1759. 
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defty ; to individuals in general, that they may be the more agreea- 
ble in focial life; to men that run the career of ambition, that they 
may not difhonour themfelves in employs for which they have no ta- 
lents; and to the rulers of the world, that they may not depend too 


much on their own light, efpecially in choofing perfons of whom they 
cannot have a competent knowledge. 


_ Anfwer from the Prince. 


I Perrectty agree with you, on the beauty and utility of modefty. 
The general whom you mention, acted in a manner very laudable. 
But, give me leave to afk, whether a young officer, whofe character is 
not yet eftablithed, would not hazard too much by fuch a refutal of 
a poft of honour? whether he might not thereby incur the fufpicion of 
cowardice? Itis true, even fuch unmerited difgrace he ought to bear 
from principles of honour and confcience ; but can we expect fo much 
from the weaknefs of human nature?! | 


The Count’s reply. 


I cannot fee, why a young officer fhould fuffer in his reputation, 
by his modeft refufal of a fuperior command, when he offers his fervi- 
ces in any trial, under the conduct of another, as the Auftrian general 
did. Military fervice requires bravery, but it alfo demands genius 
and experience. He that refufes to ferve, may be deemed a coward ; 
but to decline a high ftation can proceed only from amiable modetty. 


‘ 


OOP FDIOOOO— 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


AccounT of the Manu FACTORIES of Cotton and 
Woot CARDS, in the City of PHILADELPHIA. 


HERE are few manufactories fe completely eftablifhed in the 
United States as that of cotton and wool cards. Notwith- 


ftanding the difficulties to which the high price of labour, and the ne- 
cellity of importing the wire gave rife; yet the mechanical ingenui- 
ty and laudable exertions of our artifts have gradually furmounted 
thofe obitacles, and the cotton and wool cards, made in the United 
States, are now fo much fuperior to any that could be imported, and 
can be fold fo much cheaper, that the importation of this article has 
entirely ceafed. Confiderable improvements have been made in the 
machines ufed for cutting the tecth; and, in this way, the expence 
of labour has been greatly diminifhed. 

It were to be wifhed that an accurate account of the prefent ffou- 
tifhing ttate of the card-manufactories, in different parts of the Unit- 
ed States, could be obtained. In Bofton, New-York, and Philadelphia 
they are extenfive. It is probabjle that the number manufactured 
in Philadelphia is about half that of Bofton and double that of New- 
York. Itis computed that not lefs than twe/ve dozens of pairs are made 
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136 Ludicrous Simile. 


daily, in thyee manufactories in Philadelphia, one carried on by the 
mefirs Sellers, another by mefirs Weftcott and Adgate, and the third 
by Mr. Perkins. Befides theie, there are others in the city and its 
vicinity, refpecting which I am not fo well informed; but, I have rea- 
fon to think that they manufacture at leaft four dozens of pairs daily, 
making in all /ixteen dozens per day, or 4992 dozens annually. 
Thefe are fold at various prices, from four to eight dollars per doz. ; 
but, they will fcarcely average more than forty fhillings or five dol- 
lars and one third per doz. asa greater part of them are fold under 
that price. Admitting this tobe the true average price, the grofs 
amount will be 26.624 dollars ; from which deduct one dollar per 
dozen, for the wire, which is pretty near the average coft of this ar- 
ticle, and there will be a net produce of 21.622 dollars, arifing en- 
tirely from the manufacture of American materials. It is to be regret- 
ted that fo valuable a branch of manufacture cannot be fupplied with 
wire, in any other way than by importing it from abroad. 

There is, moreover, a very important advantage derived to the 
community from this manufacture, exclufive of the money which it 


retains in the country. It gives employment to a number of poor 


children, who, inftead of being a public burthen, asdoubtlefs many of 
them would otherwife be, or of being fuffered to grow up in habits 
of indolence and vice, are made to contribute to the wealth of the 
State, and are early habituated to induftry ; the beft foundation for 
rendering them ufeful, through life, both to themfelves and their 
country. The teeth are generally fet by children of this de{cription, 
fome of whem are not more than eight years old ; and a gentleman, 
of confiderable experience in the bulinefs, informs me, that for this 
they receive, upon an average, two fhillings and fix pence per doz. 
This allowance upon 4992 dozens, the number fuppofed to be manu- 
factured annually in Philadelphia and its vicinity, makes 1664 dollars, 
which afford a confiderable relief to the poor perfons thus employed; 
and are fo much added to the wealth of the nation. — 


A friend to American Manufactures, 
Philad. 15th March, 1791. : 


—9$$5-9-O499-04-06-— 
LUDICROUS SIMILE. 
By Mr. Burke. 


end of his two years leafe, it does not concern him for two years 
more. By the new French conftitution, the beft and the wifeft repre- 
fentatives go equally with the worft into this Limbus Patrum, Their 
bottoms are fuppofed foul, and they mutt go into dock to be refitted. 
Every man who has ferved in an aflembly is ineligible for two years 
after. Jultasthefe magiftrates begin to know their trade, like chimney- 
{weepers, they are difqualified for exercifing it. 


[* a member of the French national aflembly acts improperly at the 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Extract fromthe Hon. JupGe Wrtson’s conclud- 
ing Lecture, on the Nature and Principles of Munici- 
PAL Law and LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY. 


I HOPE I have now performed my engagement: I hope I have e- 
vinced, from authority and from reafon, that ConséEnt is the /d/e 
obligatory principle of human government and human lews. To 
trace the varying but powerful energies of this animating principle, 
through the formation and adminiftration of every part of our beau- 
tiful fyftem of law and government, will be my pleafing tafk, in the 
courfe of thefe lectures. Can any tafk be more delightful, than to 
purfue the circulation of liberty through every limb at member of the 
political body ? This kind of amatomy has a peculiar advantage: It 
traces, without de/froying, the principle of life. 

Before I conclude, it will be proper to take a concife view of the 
confequences neceflarily refulting from the doctrine, that the legiflative 
power muft be “ abfolute, uncontrolled, and fupreme.”’ 

1. The power which makes the laws,’ cannot be accountable for 
its conduct : It cannot be fubmitted either to human judgment, or to 
human punif/hment; for both thefe, fays Puffendorff, fuppofe a /xperior ; 
but a fuperior to the fupreme, in the fame order of mew, and the fame 
notion of government, is a contradiction. 

2. If toevery human law a /uperior is neceflary; and if the pow- 
er, which makes a human law, muft be /upreme ; the confequence un- 
queftionably is, that that power cannot be bound by the laws which 
it makes: For where fhall we find a fuperior to that, which is fu- 
preme? “‘ When a civil power, fays Puffendorff, is conftituted /z- 
preme, it muft, on this very fcore, be fuppoied exempt from human 
_ laws, or, to {peak more properly, adove them. Human laws are no- 
thing elfe but the defires of the fupreme power, concerning matters 
to be ebferved by the fubjects, for the public good of the State. That 
no fuch edicts can directly oblige the /overeign is manifelt; becaufe 
his very xame or title fuppofeth that no bond or engagement can be 
laid on him by any other mortal hand: And for a perfon to oblige 
himfelf, under the notion of a lawgiver or a fuperior, is an impoft- 
bility.”’ . ~ 

3. Ifthe legiflative power be abfolute, uncontrolled, and fupreme, 
all oppofition to its aéts muft be unlawful. This, indeed, is not fo 
much a ¢onfequence as a part of the doctrine. In the language of the 
Commentaries, this power is “ irrefiftible.”’ 

Many recolleé& the numerous and the extravagant inferences, 
which, at a former period, were drawn from the fuppofed abfolute, 
irrefiftable, uncoutrolled, and fupreme power of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment. They will fall under our notice, when we come to examine 
the principles, the rife, and the progrefs of the American conftituti- 
ons and governments. ° 

Thave already mentioned, that, though Sir William Blackftone 
was the ffl, he has not been the /a/, who defined municipal law, as 
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applied to the law of England,-upon unfound and dangerous princi- 
ples. His doctrine has been adopted, though with fome apparent de- 
gree of hefitation, by his fucceflor in the Vimerian chair. ‘‘ Every 
State mult, like individuals, be fubje@ to certain rules. The neceffi- 
ty of rules infers the neceflity of political fuperiors. ‘The giving of 
laws to a people forms the moft exalted degree of human fovereign- 
ty; and is, perhaps, in effec, or in {trict propriety of {peech, the only 
truly fupreme power of the State.” ) 

The fenfible and decided Mr. Paley, im his Principles of moral and 
political philofophy, has propagated the fame doctrine, without limi- 
tation and without referve. ‘‘ Asa feries of appeals muft be finite ; 
there neceflarily exifts in every government a power, from which the 
conftitution has provided no appeal; and which power, for that rea- 


_ fon, may be termed abfolute, omnipotent, uncontrollable, arbitrary, 


defpotic ; and is alike fo in all countries. The perfon or aflembly, 
in whom this po-ver refides, is called the yovereign or /upreme power 
of the State. Since to the /ame power univerfally appertains the of- 
fice of effablifhing public laws ; it is alfo called the /egiflature of the 
State.” 

It is not improbable, that the doctrine is difleminated wherever the 
Commentaries are generally received as authority. | 

There is a verted” in our lives, when we receive implicitly whatever 
we are taught, efpecially by thofe, in whom, we think, we can con- 
fide. At this very period, the Commentaries, as a book of authority, 
is put into the hands of young gentlemen, to form the bafis of their 
law education. Is it furprifing that the reception of its doétrines 
fhould be indi/criminate, as well as implicit? Imdeed the former is the 
unavoidable confequence of the /atter. 

But doctrines received implicitly at this period of life, are not ea- 
fily difmiftied in its fubfequent ftages. 

Thefe obfervations exp/ain, and, while they explain, they ju/tify my 
conduct in exainining, fo fully and fo minutely, the definitions of /aw 
in general, and of municipal law, given in the Commentaries on the laws 
of England. This full and minute examination has, at the fame time, 
given me a fit opportunity of difcovering, of illuftrating, and, I hope, 
of eftablifhing very different principles, as the foundation of the {ci- 
ence of law. In this, as in every other fcience, it is all-important 
tuat the foundation be properly and furely laid. 

Permit me to clofe this fubject with the fentiments of a very learn- 
edand ingenious ‘judge, on an occafion fomewhat fimilar to this. 

The principles of the revolution in England have been dear to 
the wiigs: They have been oppofed, inveterately and pertinaciouf- 
ly, by tories. Some paflages in the law-performances of the great 


and good Lord chief jultice Hale were conceived, on both fides, and. 


juttly, to militate againft the principles of that revolution. Thef 
paflages were cited with uncommon exultation; and were, no doubt, 
difleminated, by the votaries of the abdicated family, with extraor- 
dinary zeal. Seventy years after the revolution,. and fixteen years 
after the laft rebellion, which was raifed in order to overturn its hap- 
py eftablifhment, Mr. Juftice Foster thought it his duty to publifh 
fome obfervations on thofe paflages, with a view to detect and expof? 
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Speech of a Female Indian. 139 
their miftakes, which were great; andto defend the principles on 
which the revolution aid the fubfequent eftablifhment were founded. 
Concerning thefe obfervations, and the publication of them, he thus 
fpeaks—— 

Me The caufe of the Pretender feems now to be abfolutely given up. 
J hope in Gop itisfo. But whether the root of bitternefs, the prin- 
ciples, which gave birth, and growth, and ftrengthto it, and have 
been twice within ouramemory made a pretence for rebellion, whe- 
ther thafe principles be totally eradicated I knew not. ThefeI en- 
counter, by otebe that certain hiftorical facts, which the learned 
judge hath appealed to in fupport of them, either have no foundation 
in truth; or, were they true, donot warrant the conclufions drawn 
from them.’’ ' 
‘“‘ The paflages I animadvert upon have been cited with an uncom. 
‘mon degree of triumph, by thofe, who, to fay no worfe of them, from 
the dictates of mifguided confcience, have treated the revolution and 
prefent eftablifhment, as founded in ufurpation and rebellion ; avd 
they are in every fludent’s hand. Why, therefore, may rot a good fub- 
ject, be it in feafon or out of feafon, caution the younger part of the pro- 
fefion againft the prejudices, which the name of the Lord chief juttice 
Hale, a name ever honoured and efteemed, may otherwife beget in 
them? I, for my part, make no apology for the freedom I have taken 
with the fentiments of an author, whofe memory I can love and ho- 
nour, without adopting any of his miftakes on the fubject of govern- 
ment.”” | 


é 


—9-$:$5.6-O46666-66— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 
STR, 


HE following curious fact throws fo much light on the ci. 

vil polity of an Indian nation, that it cannot fail to be accep- 
table to your philofophical and political readers. It is extracted 
from a report laid before the Governor of Pennfylvania, by Timothy 
Matlack, Samuel Maclay and Fohnx Adium, commiffioners fent out, laft 
fummer, for the purpefe of viewing the weftern waters. Findin 
that part of the territory of the Seneca Indians lay inthe way, thoul 
the government of Pennfylvania be inclined to open a communica- 
tion with the weftern country, by the route which they were appoint- 
ed to explore, they vifited thofe Indians, and found them fully fenfi- 
ble of their-intereft in the propofed communication; and defirous 
that it fhould be fpeedily opened. What follows isin the commif- 
fioners’ own words. 

“6 On the commiffioners arrival atthe town, in which the Corn- 
planter ufually refides, they communicated to him, and the men of 
that town, the errand on which they came. After receiving a wel- 
come, and an approbation of their bufinefs, the commifhoners retired, 
and were about to proceed forward, when. they were again called 
to the Council-houfe, where an elderly Indian woman, in the pre- 
fence of the Cornplanter, and his council, gave in charge to the com- 
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miffioners to inform your Excellency, ‘‘ That, in the Seneca nation, 
the women, have as much to fay in council as the men have, and in 
all important bufinefs have equal authority: that all affairs of trade 
and agriculture, are under the fole direction of the women: That 
having learned from their wife men, that the bufinefs they came on 
was a fearch after a better road into their country, than the ufual 
trading path, the women had judged it proper to exprefs their ap- 
probation of that meafure, which they faw was equally advantage- 
ous to the Senecas, by leflening the expence of carriage, as to the 
white people: that they were fenfible, that fince the game was go- 
ing from among them, their men had been lefs fuccefsful in hunting 
than formerly ; yet they hoped their tradé¢ was well worth their at- 
tention: that the propofal made laft {pring by the chiefs of their na- 
tion, for introducing the plough amongft them, had been confidered 
and approved by the women; who had the greateft intereft in it, as 
the labour fell wholly on them: That they had, alfo, approved of 
the requeft for teachers to be fent among them, t6 inftruct their 
young people : ‘That if this were done, they hoped that their nation 
might become one people with the Americans ; and the Senecas would 
then enjoy the advantages which they perceived the white people de- 
rived from their fuperior wifdom.” ‘ 


. 


DO POO DS OOOO 
AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES. 
} fs the year 1780, Deacon Paul Crowel, of Chatham, (Cape Cod) 


obferved that, on his lands, the rains had gullied a - place, in 
a iloping ground, and as the earth caved down into the gulley, it o- 


_pened to view, at the depth of three feet from the furface of the earth, 


an human fkeleton. As the ground had never been ufed, as a bury- 
ing place, fince the Englifh fettled here, the .perfon buried muft have 
been anative. Fromthe fize of the bones, the perfon appeared to 
have been about fix feet in height. Around the bones, were found 
fome fmall remains of wood, in the laft ftage of diflolution ; and the 
appearance was, as if fome crib, or box, had been made round the 
body, when depofited there. | “‘pboet Of 
With the bones, was alfo found a quantity of fea-weed, fome of it 
entire, in a natural ftate, and fome diflolving and mouldering away. 
This was, no doubt, placed in the grave, as a bed and covering to 
the dead. There were alfo found in the grave, a ftone pipe, and an 
axe or hatchet, and an inftrument called a pipe picker, of a different 
{ubftance, apparently the bony or cartilaginous part of fome fifh. No 
dpubt, thefe inftruments were depofited with the dead, under ‘that i- 
dea which prevailed among almoft all the Indian tribes, that thefe 
things would be of ufe ina future ftate. Although a perfon enligh- 
tened by chriftianity, may finile at thefe grofs ideas of the favage, 
they were fuch as his circumftances taught; and their ideas and cuf- 
toms upon this fubject, ferve to eftablifh one truth, viz. that they, 
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like other nations of the earth, believed the immortality of the foul. 
From thefe circumftances, it appears, that this perfon muft have been 
buried more than a century and an half; and that any of the feaweed 
fhould have been in a ftate of perfervation, was probably owing to 
the faline particles with which it was impregnated. 


rrr OG xy ex OOoro— - 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Extract of a Letter from a Lady in Jamaica, to her 
Friend iz PENNSYLWANIA 3; On Nove. READING. 


| Mount Edgecomb, 1789. 
My DEAR COUSIN, 


OTH you andI have experienced a woful change. We feem 
to have been born to know great trials; and appear to be fi- 
milar in our fentiments and feelings. 

Your obfervation of time’s blunting the acute edge of our fenfibili- 
ty, I own juft; for if a fair ftate of the trials which we have to un- 
dergo, was’ to be drawn up, and laid before us, we fhould tremble 
and fink as unable for the tafk. But, from ope and ignorance, they 
come on one after another, and we look back with amazement, 
and almoft doubt whether we have undergone them in reality. 
But we muft be inwardly fupported by that fupreme power we exift 
in, and depend on; or our feeble nature muft often fink under the 
weight, efpecially when it falls on a perfon of quick fenfibility. I 
perfectly agree with you, in thinking our fex is much and tenderly 
indebted to the great novelift Richardfon, for painting virtue in fo 
pleafing a garb, in his various performances But, my dear friend, 
is not the mind fo foftened, and, if I may ufe the eXpreffion, fo ele- 
vated, by the frequent perufal of fuch delicate, pathetic, high wrought 
ftrokes of fuperior virtue ; as to give the attentive reader a difrelith 
for the more common enjoyments of life? A mind by nature mach 
prone to fenfibility, and inclined to the /entimental, imperceptibly re- 
ceives impreflions which may fo far fublime the ideas and fubtilize 
the tone of the nerves, as to fharpen the thorns and roughen the rug- 
ged paths of life, through which it may be our lot to pafs, and which 
might be much lefs felt by a mind that was only filled with the com- 
mon opinions of Aappine/s and mediocrity : To minds of the latter caft 
not only trifles are an amufement ; but difapointments, in many ca- 
fes, feem not to be felt with that poignancy of diftrefs which the more 
tender and irritable experience, that have read much of the affecting 
{pecies of compofition ; yet I will allow, the latter have their advan- 
‘tages, infome points, over the former, and perhaps fuch as may, in f{pite 
of all I have advanced, turn the fcale, for if they apply their refined 
and moral novels to their proper ufe, they can call in the aid of rea- 
fon and religion to their affiftance, by examples fet before them. And, 
in fome meafure, reconcile themfelves to think, that all thofe evils 
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muft, in the courfe of nature, terminate in final reft; and that as we 
are at beft only fhort fojourners here, the more patiently we bear 
our journey, the lighter and more pleafing every ftep will become, 
as being nearer its end. 

Iam now fixty three, yet I can enjoy a good zovel, as I never ex; 
clude any fpecies of roonah that I-can comprehend, and which has 
a moral tendency ; Therefore, I would recommend the excellent 


novel of Cecilia to my young friends. 
, D, S, 


SPOS 49-90-45 — 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


History of PHILANDER FLASHAWAY; 
or the Misfortunes of a SCRIBBLER. 


EFORE [attempt to give a fketch of Mr. Flafhaway’s talents 
and hiftory, I think it neceflary to defcribe, in fome degree, the 
characteriftics of his immediate predeceflors. 

Mr, John Flafhaway, the grand-father of our hero, was born in 
London, in the year 1670, You may therefore prefume, that in 1688 
(the epocha of the Englifh revolution) he was equally capable of 
handling a pen and a firelock. He was a companion of the moft 
celebrated authors in thofe days ; perfectly underftood the art of ma- 
nufacturing paragraphs ; and, in conjunction with a Temple, a Swift, 
a Locke, and a number of ‘fubaltern writers, obliged the public with 
various eflays on government; on the ftate of the then exifting poli- 
ticks; the vibration of a pendulum ; the beft means of preferving 
eredit, and inculcating religion and morality, &c. He wasa friend 
of toleration, having been expelled from all religious focieties, of 
which, at various times, he had become a member ; and was a true 
patriot, inafmuch as his opinions eyer coincided with thofe of the 
ruling party ; for in Britain, (which has been fometimes ftiled a re- 
public) the majority ought to govern. | 

In the remainder of this account, I fhall barely tranfcribe Mr. 
Flathaway’s words, as lately communicated to me in a letter. 

‘¢ My grand-father, after having buffeted the waves of party for 
many years, began to lead a retired life ; and, at the age of fixty, 
died—in a jail—having long furvived the iflue of his Brain. My fa- 
ther was his fole begotten in the flefh; the heir of his poverty and 
pride. Educated on the lap of party, he was extremely inquifitive, 
and fometimes querulous. He imbibed the love of religious difputa- 
tion from the nipple of his nurfe, and was known to articulate high- 
church and low-church, before he could pronounce bread and butter. 
In the tenets of whiggifm and toryifm, according to the acceptation 
of thefe words, in thofe days, he became more fully verfed, as he ad- 
vanced in years, thanin his catechifm. He was acknowledged to 
have received more than one bow from Walpole ; to have fhaken 
hands with Gay ; to have travelled, like a pilgrim, to Pope’s grotte 
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dt Twickenham ; and to have dined at a chop-houfe with Swift and 
Steel. Thus qualified and honoured, what prevented him from rifing 
in the world, with refpe& to property ? It was envy, bafe envy. The 
great were afhamed to acknowledge their obligations to him, becaufe 
to reward him adequately was out of their power ; and at an adyanc- 
ed age he married his landlady, in order to avoid the horrors of a 
jail. 

. Although by this union ‘a mutual -obligation was conferred, (as 
fhe procured a hufband by it, and he was preferved from imprifon- 
ment,) yet it is ftrange, that they never lived in harmony. He ex- 
celled at the pen, and fhe in the powers of the tongue. Knowing 
him to be a writer, fhe imputed to him thofe farcafms, in the public 
prints, which had reference to women ; and accufed him of lazinefs, 
even when exhautted by ftudy ; often lamenting, that fhe had not mar- 
ried a cobler, in preference to a fcribbler. He, in turn, complained, 
_that his meals were always at too late, or too early an hour ; that domef- 
tic difputes prevented him, in a great meafure, from attending to the 
affairs of the nation ; that her extravagance diverted his mind from 
the national debt ; and that it was impoffible for him to write like 
Plato, when tormented like Socrates. At length, gentle reader, her 
firft child died, and I rufhed into the world ; the heir of poverty and 
of petulance ; the fport of fortune, and, more than probably, the fu- 
ture victim of want. 

After having endured exiftence for nearly three years after my 
birth, both parents expired about the fame time. In nothing did they 
ever feem to agree, but in the period of their diflolytion. 

I was now left an orphan, without property, expectations, or 
a friend. The country, however, in which I was born, was, like 
this, remarkable for humanity. I was taken to a charitable infti- 
tution; there decently attended to ; and in due feafon received thofe 
rudiments of education, which I have affiduoufly laboured to im- 

rove. 

. At the age of fourteenI made the tour of the world, (I mean in 
books) with Drake, Dampier, and others; and was particularly 
attached to works of fancy. At eighteen, having been for fome time 
apprenticed to a haberdafher, I commenced my career in politicks. 
What obligations have I not conferred on a North, and a Fox; ona 
Burke and a Clive? But I have been ever treated with ingratitude— 
except by printers, bookfellers, and ballad-fingers. They have oft- 
en, to their credit be it fpoken, preferved me from famine, that moft 
cruel fcourge of genius. 

Determined at length on quitting England, I embarked foon after 
the peace for America. My genius has by no means drooped, nor 
has my pen been idle; and Iam ready to write the heads of a bill 
for a i pa. commencement orations for young gentlemen, or the. 
’ items of an account for a tawern-keeper. 

Should this fketch of my life attract the notice of fuch as are wil- 
ling and able to encourage ‘iterary talents, I fhall devote myfelf in- 
tirely to the pen and the prefs; and, after having been half-ftarved 
in Europe, humbly hope, that I fhall not be fuftered to perifh by 
hunger in Araerica.”’ 
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Such is the hiftory of a man, who, had he perfevered in his o- 
riginal occupation, might have reflected credit on fociety ; and 
experience evinces, that there are many miferable candidates for 
literary fame, who might have been rich and happy, had they per- 
fevered in their original vocations. To fuch, the hiftory of Philan- 
der Flafhaway affords an ufeful leflon. 

A. W. 
Philadelphia, 1791. 


OOO OKO SS Orr — 


On the Fatracy of the PotiTIcAL DocTRINE, 
that Civic LiBpERTyY can only exiff in'a SMALL 
TERRITORY.* 


HATEVER be the fize of the territory, the celerity of 
all motions would be greater in free conftitutions, judici- 
oufly conftructed, than in communities confifting only of multitudes 
without arrangement, and actuated by the caprices of tyranny. 
Fear has never proved, nor can it ever be rendered, a motive fo 
powerful and certain, as intereft well defined, and generating pub- 
lic affection. ‘That defpots fhould be more competent to the tafk of 
fuiting particular laws to particular occafions, as they may rife in 
an extenfive empire, than magiftrates entrufted with power, in con- 
fideration of virtue <a talents, is too abfurd to deferve confideration. 
That political liberty can, from the nature of things, occupy only 
{mall fpots ; and that when nations extend their borders, and be- 
come populous and opulent, they neceflarily lofe their liberty, isa per- 
nicious opinion of Montefquieu ; and is owing to an error into which 
he has frequently fallen, of not diftinguifhing political and {cientific 
truth from hiftorical fact. If he had faid, the talents neceflary to 
form political conftitutions are fo uncommon, and the difficulties at- 
tending the exercife of them fo great, that they feldom advance be- 
yond experiments and models, in contratted {paces ; that when thofe 
{paces are enlarged, and particularly by fudden or violent accidents, 
the greateft men are apt to fhrink from the tafk of extending their 
plans; and that defperate adventurers feize the direction of tumul- 
tuous torrents, under the denomination of generals or monarchs, 
this would have been ftating truths, and alledging reafons; but it 
would not have proved the author’s opinion—that the evil is in the 
form of government; and that nothing can redrefs it. 


* This is an extract from Lectures on Political Principles, by Mr. Williams, whe 
has examined many of the apinions of Montefquieu, with a manly freedom. This 
extra@t, we hope, will induce fome able American politician to take up the fubjed, 
on more extenfive grounds; for there is probably no wpinion of Montefquicu, from 
the refutation of which fo much fatisfaction would arife in the minds of the citizens 
of the United States. It is true, they have, at this moment, an experimental proof 
of its fallacy; but it is to be feared, notwithftanding, that /ome are apprehenfive left 
this fhould not continue, without any better reafon for their fears than Montefquieu’s 
Opinion. 
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Petition of Jundry Horfes. 145 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Jo the Hon. the Corporation of the city of Philadelphia, 
the petition of SunDRx Horses in the faid city 


humobly fheweth, 


HAT your petitioners are confcious of the humble rank af; 

figned to them by their creator, and that they cheerfully fub- 
mit to the pre-eminence of man in the fcale of animal beings, by yield- 
ing the labour of their lives for his benefit. 

That in return for this fubmiffion to the firft of animals which in- 
habits our globe, they expect to be treated with juftice and humanity. 

That thefe two cardinal virtues, which are of umiverfal obligation 
from man to bea{ft, as well as from man to man, have been violated 
towards your petitioners in many particulars, of which. they beg 
leave to lay a detail before your honourable board. 

Many of us, after having ferved as coach-horfes, for 15 or 20 years, 

are fold to carters, and compelled to drag loads of wood beyond our 
ftrength.—Our failure is feverely punifhed by being beaten in the 
moft cruel manner, not only on our bodies. and limbs, but on our 
heads, by which means many of us have loft the ufe of our eyes. The 
food we receive, while in the hands of thefe our new matters, is fcan- 
ty in quantity, and by no means fuited to the {tate of our teeth, which 
are both decayed and leflened in number, by the effects of age upon 
them. : 
Many of your petitioners are compelled to work-ali the weck, and, 
inftead of enjoying the benefit of reft on the fabbath day, which the 
creator of the world intended equally for the benefit of man and beatt, 
we are hired out to failors and others, who know nothing of the pe- 
culiar nature of our fpecies, and who, by hard riding, and flarvingus, 
greatly impair our ftrength, and thereby render us unfit for the la- 
bour of the enfuing week. 

Many of us, who are the property of citizens and kept im livery-fta- 
bles, are deprived of the allowance of grain paid for, by our matters, 
by the fervants of the faid livery-ftables, and thereby we are fo much 
mjured in our ftrength, as to difappoint the expectations of our maf- 
ters, when we are called into their fervice. 

Many of us are kept idle during the week, and ridden only on fun- 
days, by which means we lofe our health, for want of exercife ; and 
afterwards are obliged, unwillingly, to fhare with our matters in the 
profanation of a day allotted to the beafts for reft, and to man for 
the public worfhip of his maker. 

Many of us, who are ufed only as carriage-horfes, are taken out 
of warm ftables, and expofed, for two or three hours, at the doors 
of gentlemen’s houfes, at all hours of the evening and night, in cold 
and wet weather, waiting until young ladies have fitted their craws 
and bifhops, or till young mafters have fitted their collars, and 
fixed their fhoe-ftraps, by which means we have caught colds, and 
have afterwards fuftered a great decay in our health and ftrength. 

Your petitioners having briefly {tated their grievances, humbly re- 
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146 in Allegory. 


queft that the corporation would redrefs them, in fuch a manner as 
their wifdom fhall dire&. They thall trefpafs upon the time of the 
corporation only while they fuggeft to them the following reflections, 

That, as the enjoyment of your petitioners in life are few, compar- 
ed with thofe.of man, their wants and fufferings fhould be in the 
fame proportion. That food, reft, health, and warmth conftitute 
the principal part of their happinefs. ‘That the cruelty of depriving 
them of thefe comforts is enhanced, by their not being fupplied with a 
hundred enjoyments which are peculiar to man. That they are, 
notwithftanding, connected with him by many common ties. They 
were called to partake with him of the bleflings of exiftence, by the 
fame Almighty and benevolent Being; they enjoy with him the 
fruits of the divine goodnefs, in air, light, water, and food; and they 
fhare with him in the daily protection of the fame kind and bountiful 
parent of the univerfe. 


Signed, in behalf of all the herfes in Philadelphia, by 


Bay. } 

zine A committe, for the 
Grey purpofe of petitioning the 
Stor corporation. 

Roan. J. 


SOO OOO Or OS OO 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


WispoMm amd Trutu; 4n ALLEGORY, in two Parts. 
Part the Second.* 


Count all the joys which profperous vice attains, 
*Tis but what virtue flies from, and difdains. 
Pore, 


N° fooner was the little ftranger introduced into our regions, 
than his mamma, who did not chufe to undergo the fatigue of 
fuckling him, fought out, with indefatigable pains, for a female to 
fupply her place. After many eflays and enquiries, fhe met with one, 
whe by many was thought to refemble herfelf; but fhe was milder in 
her afpect, and had a fofter tone of voice, which on fome occafions 
dwindled into a whining accent, The tattling neighbourhood whifper- 
ed, that, by the mother’s fide, fhe was fifter to Fa//hood herfelf; for 
“alfhood was not bafe born, but was the child of Se/f-/ove and Subtlety ; 
and Truth faid that Suét/ety had crim. con. with Hypocrify, and that Dif- 
fimulation was the child of that affair. Be that as it may, for I do not 
affert for truth this piece of fecret hiftory, Difimulation was educated 
at a polite court, far from the rural {cenes of the Placid Grove; fhe, 
with all her refinements, could not keep clear of Lothario, and he left 
her in a fituation to difclrzrge the office of folter-mother to Cunning: 
She was allowed to bring her young fon, who was called Srratagem, 


* For Part Firft fee the Afylum for laft month, page 93. 
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An Allegory. 147 


to the mount, where he was the conftant companion and play-mate of 
mafter Cunning. The latter throve amazingly under the management 
of the two ladies. Ona tranfient furvey he appeared to refemble his 
father ; but thofe who were intimate with Wi/dom, and {fkilled in PAy- 
fiognomy, faw he had much more of his mother in his countenance: He 
was near-fighted, and had a fly /quint, whereas Wifdom had an open 
front, full eye, and much fire. Although there was a great fimilitude 
between the voice of Cunning and that of his father, yet there was in 
the latter a manly note which the other, with all his art, could never 
imitate, though he was an excellent mimick. 

It would be difficult to relate all the tricks and contrivances of this 
little urchin, his temper appearing to be what is faid of the Chamelion, 
to take a tincture from whatever it was near ; yet, though to appearance 
variable, his grand-father, (by his mother’s fide) Se/f-/ove, was always 
the predeminant feature of his charater. He appeared fonder of 
Stratagem than of any thing, yet if he could out-wit him by any tury 
or guirk, he enjoyed it as much as though he had been the greateft 
ftranger. Stratagem was two years older than Cunning, and, as h¢ 
grew up, affifted him in all intrigues, net attended with perfonal dan- 
ger; they both on all occafions took care to fhun that, as they had 
much natural timidity. Thefe children had an amazing knack of put- 
ting bigger boys on any enterprife of danger, and then reaping the 
larger part of the fpoil the others had ventured hard to obtain. 

They fpent many days in the woods, making gins and decoys for 
{quirrels ; they had the honour to be among the firft who thought of 
the happy invention to take a live worm, and place it writhing on a 
bearded-hook, which jags all its fenfible parts, and re-produces torture on 
the gills and throat of the poor fifh, who, {napping at its food, is 
drawn up by the triumphant angler. One of his molt funny things (as 
he termed it) was to fkin frogs alive, and fee how far they would fkip 
and leap after their fkins were off. His mamma and nurfe, when he 
was but a year old, ufed to thread 4u//-finches and other infects, like 
beads on a ftring, alive, and divert him with their torn wings and 
mafhed bodies ; and as, like all children, he foon was tired of one 
object, little land-tortoifes were brought and coals of fire put on theiy 
backs, to make themrun faft, contrary to their nature. 

As Stratagem and he grew older, if any difficulty occurred, they 
would fteal the neighbours tools and utenfils, to forward their defigns ; 
and that, info artful a manner as to elude all danger of being caught 
in the fa&, or punithed, for his mamma and nurfe told him, none but 
fools were ever detected. As he grew older, and the powers of his 
mind expanded, he, with Stratagem, made many improvements too 
tedious to relate. They contrived a walking cane, which appeared like 
a common cane ; but being hollow within, on the leaft touch, a {pring 
would produce a fharp dagger, and furprize the unfufpecting and often 
innocent traveller with its peint. Of all animals an ape was that 
which Cunning moft delighted in ; but he could not abide a dog, he 
faid they were fuch fools as to ftarve rather than leave their owners, 
and they were always fmelling out every thing one did. His mamma 
indulged him with a monkey ; indeed they appeared very congenial 
characters. 
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148 fin Allegory. 


At length W:/dom, who lived a very retired life in the grove, with 
his daughter Contemplation, who came down to ftay with him, frequent- 
ly heard of the forward genius of mafter Cuaning, and that he per- 
formed exploits, which were looked on as very extraordinary at fo 
early a period of life. 

Wifdom by no means approved of the education which he knew the 
boy muft receive at the Aeunt, fo he {ent his old fervant Hone/iy with 
his compliments to Faf/hood, and defired fhe would permit her fon to 
come and take his refidence fome years at the M/acid Grove, ashe 
was now of an age to receive fome leflons which did not immediate- 
ly fall under the compafs of female government. 

Faifhood was much gratified by this piece of attention from W:/dom, 
as fhe never had been honoured with the leaft notice from him fince 
her im:portant vifit to the Placid Grove. She cheerfully difpatched 
her fon, after giving him a few private inftructions how to gain the 
good opinion of W2/dom ; fhe withed to fend Stratagem to be his com- 
panion, but that old Honefty firmly refufed, faying “‘he forefaw he 
ihould have plague enough with one of the brats, without being 
worried with a brace ; and added, that he believed, before they part- 
ed, he thould have reafon to remember the cordial water he had to 
amble after one dark night, ten years ago.’’ Since Fa//hood could not 
obtain the requeft for Stratagem to attend her fon, the begged that 
he might be accompanied by the next object of his regard, namely, 
the ape ; and this Hoxe/ly granted by way of compromife. 

Cunning was obliged to part with his young companion ; and 
though he appeared to grieve at the feparation, he did not think ten 
minutes about it, for old Honefty told him that his mafter would not 
approve of Stratagem’s coming by any means ; this flexibility of tem- 
per did not proceed from any fenfe of duty, for that he had no notion 
of, but art of felf-intereft, which was the leading clue to all his a¢tions. 

When they arrived at the Placid Grove, Cunning was ftruck with an 
awe and reverence, on the general face of things, which appeared 
gloomy to him, and not near fo agreeable as the gay and airy tafle 
which prevailed in the Mount of Vanity. Wi/iom received him with 
a mixtare of tendernefs. and gravity, fuitable to his character ; and 
Contemp/ation with a compofed politenefs : but he conceived an irre- 
concilable averfion to her, which he concealed under the moft per- 
fest appearance of refpeét and attention. 

Wifdom obferved ali his movements, with the moft exact fcrutiny: 
he faw he had a prodigious fhare of his mother in his compofition, 
but he was in hopes that time, good examples, and daily inftructions 
would eradicate his natural bent. But wifdom knew not half his 
quirks and turns. Eefides, his paternal affection a little biafied him 
in favour of the boy ; and Contemplation was too good-natured to 
tell tales. Wi/dom endeavoured to make his fon admire the picture of 
Truih, which hung in the bower of Contemplation. ‘This was among 
the firft rudiments of his education, in order to try his difpofition. 

Cunning would appear all attention, and would often break out itr 
to exclamations of admiration at his father’s inftructions. ‘ Ab, 
eried he, | faw nothing like this! I heard nothing like this at the 
palace of my mamma! to be fure, the is my mother, and it does not 
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beconie me Here he would ftop, and bend his head, as if he 
meant to ioe a figh ; and by that means {creen a fmile, to think 
how he was deceiving old Grey-Beard, for that was the appellation 
he beftowed on Wifdom, in places where he apprehended it would not 
be mentioned. He was an excellent mimick, and his favourite a- 
mufement was, to take off any little oddity that appeared in amiable 
characters, and place it in a moft ridiculous point of view, to divert 
his little circle. Old Honefty never could be brought to like him ; 
but in all their bickerings, he fo far got the better of that faithful 
domeftick, that the latter never made complaint to his mafter about 
him. 

A few inftances of his ready knack fhall be given, to thew that he 
knew how to fubftitute an excufe for a reafon, according to the tem- 
per he had to deal with. As was above mentioned, he was void of 
compaflion to any thing he had in his power. Wi/dcem came unawares 
on him at one time, and found him fending an unfortunate cat up in 
the air on a bladder. His father reproved him, made him releafe the 
animal, and afkked how fuch a barbarous aétion could enter his mind. 
He directly anfwered, that “the barbarity of it never occurred to 
him, he was fo totally engrofled with the experiment of the effects of 
air, and preffire and counter-preflure, which he had heard Wifdom 
lecture on to fome of the bigger boys of the neighbourhood.” On 
another occafion, his father caught him inhumanly cutting and hack- 
ing a turtle-dove, the fame remonftrance was given by Vi/dom as in 
the affair of rhe cat; and Cuzning replied, ‘His lectures on the won- 
ders of animal life had excited a curiofity in him to mark the pipes 
and channels that it paffed through.” ? 

Wifdom charged him, for the future, not to attempt any experi- 
ments of the kind, unlefs when fome one was withhim, who knew 
how to direét the operation to his benefit; and he promifed to give 
up thefe experiments for the future. 

Wifiom was one day writing very intently on an abftrufe fubjed, 
which required all the powers of his mind, and his pupil in the room, 
and no third perfon : Wz/dom was haftily called out, on fome bufinefs, he 
locked the door, left Cunning in the room, and all the writing appara- 
tus on the table. He foon returned, and found the pen mangled, and 
chips of it onthe floor. He reproved the boy for attempting to mend 
the pen ; the child denied it: upon which his father remonftrated with 
him on the folly of fuch ‘conduct, when the proof was fo plain, from 
the appearance of the chips on the floor, and no foul elfe having been 
in the room. He was about to correét him, for his obftinate perfeve- 
rance in an untruth, when the boy, in tears, and with the moft folemn 
affeverations, vowed he was clear of the charge. Wi//om looked on this 
as a ferious tranfaction ; and as he was fometimes liable to reveries, 
and abftractions of thought, he perfuaded himfelf that he might have 
taken the knife, and forgot that he had done it, from his deep thought 
on the fubje& which engaged his attention. Sufpicion was no part of 
the character of Wi/dom re felt hurt that he had accufed his fon, and 
for fome time after treated him with uncommon affection, to make a- 
mends for his late unkindnefs. <A fhort time after, Cunxing boafted, 
among his play-mates, how he had flung old Grey-Beard in the affair 
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150 Of the Turkifh Government. 


of the pen. A blunt boy of the groupe faid, ‘‘ And were you not 
afhamed to tell fuch a lie?” ‘I told no lie,” replied Cumning, ‘‘m 
father charged me with mending his pen ; whereas I did not mend, 
but fpoiled it.”” Various were the evafions, and flimfy fubterfuges of 
this little genius, to elude detection and punifhment, in which art he 
made every day greater proficiency, as a moral poet applies to a- 
nother ocafion. 


“Grows with our growth, and ftrengthens with our ftrength.”’ 


(To be concluded in our next.) 


OO OOOO 
Account of the TURKISH GOVERNMENT. 


(Tranflated fromthe AsateE Topverini’s* Aiffory of Turki/h Literature, 
publifhed at Venice in 1787.) 


S far as I have been able to difcern, fays the author, to colour 

every thing with the appearance of religion and juftice—to make a 

trafic of public offices, and change them often—and to punifh with death the 
fiaallefi faulis—are the chief engines of the Ottoman policy. 

A blind obedience to the fovereign’s will is inculcated on youth, 
more as a matter of religion than of ftate. Fourteen of his fubjects the 
tyrant may every day put to death, without affigning any other mo- 
tive than fecret infpiration. The Mufti’s acquiefcence is fufficient to 
give force and authority to the moft abfurd ordinance. The moftdif- 
ficult enterprizes are held fort# as willed by heaven, and written in 
the combination of the ftars, as feen by the imperial Aftrologer. 
War with chriftian princes is fuppofed to bea religious one; and 
they who die in the field of battle are accounted Martyrs. 

The fudden and frequent changes in the public offices keep in con- 
tinual awe and depreffion the moft powerful perfons in the empire ; 
and the fear of being in a moment reduced from the height of prof- 
perity to the loweft gulph of mifery prevents them from amaffing 
great riches, or forming dangerous cabals. True it is, that during 
their fhort adminiftration they fqueeze from the wretched people as 
much money as they can, by every fraudful artifice, and defpotic vio- 
lence. The injured vaflals murmur and complain; but government 
winks at the oppreflion, with a view to feize at length the collected 
fpoils. Under the fpecious veil of equity the cruel peculator is ftran- 
gled, and the whole fruits of his rapine carried into the royal trea- 
fury. 

Such is the difmal picture of the Turkith polity—a polity altoge- 
ther Machiavelian—before a Machiavel appeared ; though it muft be 
allowed that none of their political writings are fo deteftable as thofe 
of the Prince of Machiavel. 


* This gentleman had an opportunity of acquiring much information refpecting 
the-Turks, from a refidence of feveral years at Conftantinople. 
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On the Causes which produce Famine in Cuina, 
and the Means ufed for PREVENTING it. 


(Tranflated from the Abbe Groster’s Defeription of Cuina.) 


HAT prevents famines in Europe is freedom of commerce, 
and the facility with which one country may be fupplied from 
another: China is deftitute of this advantage.—Placed by itfelf in 
the extremity of Afia, and furrounded by barbarous nations, it muft 
nourifh itfelf, and procure from its own foil whatever is neceflary 
for the fubfiftence of that immenfe number of inhabitants which is con- 
tained in its provinces. This, therefore, at all times, has been the 
grand object of the care of the publick minifters. China has always 
had granaries and magazines erected in every province, and in moft 
of the principal cities, for the relief of the people in times of fcar- 
city. We ftill read orders and edicts of the ancient Emperors, which 
are full of the tendereft exprefflions towards their fuffering fubjects. 
We can, fay they, neither eat, drink, nor enjoy repofe, until we have re- 
lieved the publick mifery. 

Thefe fatherly expreffions, if taken literally, muft be underftood 
as refpecting the time when the Chinefe were governed by Empe- 
rors of their own nation, who confidered their fubjects as their chil- 
dren. At prefent, the theory is ftill the fame ; orders are iflued in 
the like manner; and, in the provinces, they eafily impofe upon 
thofe who hear them publifhed; but, at court, all thefe fine words, 
which praétice belies, are reduced to their proper*value. The Em- 
peror perhaps may ftill have the fame affection for his fubjects ; but 
the officers who are entrufted with his orders, are far from executing 
them with equal zeal. The delays and impediments that keep back 
fuccour, for the moft part prevent it from arriving feafonably. When 
the crop has failed in any of the provinces, before the mandarins, 
who have the government of it, can fend their memorials to court ; 


before thefe memorials have pafled through all the hands neceflary’ 


to convey them to the Emperor ; before this prince has aflembled the 
grandees and different tribunals ; and before commiflaries are ap- 
pointed and fent out, the fuffering people are reduced to the greateft 
extremities, and a thoufand unhappy wretches perith before any affift- 
ance arives. 

Another caufe of the fcarcity of grain in China, is the prodigious 
confumption which is occafioned daily by the compofition of wines, 
and of a kind of fpirituous liquor called rack. This is one of the 
grand fources of the evil, both in the northern and fouthern pro- 
vinces ; government is not ignorant of it; but it employs too weak 
means to prevent it. Proclamations have often been publithed, for- 
bidding the diftillation of rack. The orders of the court are every 
where pofted up, and announced in all the cities by the governors. 
Officers, appointed for the purpofe, vifit the ftill-houfes, and deftroy 
the furnaces, if nothing is given them; but if the owner flips into 
their hand a few pieces of filver, they fhut their eyes, and go fome- 


where elfe to act the fame farce. The mandarin fometimes gocs 
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round himfelf; the workmen are then feized and thrown into prifon ; 
after which, they are condemned to be whipped, or to carry what is 
called the cangue ; but they ate never punifhed with death. The ma- 
kers of wine then change their habitations, conceal themfelves for a 
fhort while, and again begin their operations. 


S$ SPOS SOD OOOO 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 


On the Hapey Inruuence of the Femaret SEX in 
Society, and the Assuxod practice of feparating the 
SExEs immediately after DINNER. 


O neceffary to the happinefs of man, that little lord of this infe- 

rior world, is his counter-part, the woman, that fhe con{titutes 

the moft effential portion of his felicity, abftracted from every idea of 

afenfual nature ; and although we know one end of her creation was, 

that fhe might be the mother of mankind ; yet that fhe might alfo be 

. rational companion for the other fex, was not the leaft confidera- 
le. | 

Who, that confiders the amiable qualifications of the fair fex, 
but muft feel an animation of foul, fuperior to what any other terref- 
trial objeét is capable of giving.—The beauteous form, the exquifite 
fenfibility, the enchanting animation, the pleafing fallies of wit-and 
humour, and the aftonithing quicknefs of perception, by which the fe- 
male mind is capable of the moft fublime elevations, together with 
that foftnefs, delicacy, and refinednefs of manner, with which heaven 
has endued her, all, all, confpire to captivate and charm the foul of 
man ! 

From thefe excellencies, both of body and mind, how fuitable a com- 
panion for man! Man, the rougher fex, who though perhaps more ca- 
pable of deep ftudy, and the inveftigation of abftrufe fubjects, yet 
wants that enlivening vivacity—How fitly qualified to footh his cares 
and give a more excellent goat to his pleafures! We may jultly adopt 
the poet’s ftrains. 


‘¢ Man was at firft a rude unpolifh’d mals, 
Till nature fram’d that charming creature woman, 
All kind and foft, all tender and divine, 
To mend our faults and mould us into virtue, 
And by the fweets of her refrefhing goodnefs, 
, Prepare our taftes for never ending joys.” 
Otway. 


Tam well aware that, in this cafe, as well as others, we may allow 
there is no general rule without exception.—Certain it is there are 
fome, even amongft the ladies, who have not united thefe amiable qua- 
hities in them; but in general it is the cafe, and thefe various charms 
are, for the moft fart, heightened in proportion as the mind has been 
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cultivated by education. Eventhe exterior beauties are confiderably 
dependent on a due cultivation of the mind. What attention then is 
neceflary to female education ! and | mutt fay, with the moft pleafing 
fenfations, that lhave obferved an increaling regard paid to this fource 
of focial happinefs, within a few years paft, in thefe States. How 
are thofe nations to be pitied and defpifed, who confider the female 
part of the f{pecies as far inferior to the male, and in confequence, 
entirely difregard, and wtally neglect to inftruct, their daughters, con- 
fidering them-only as the future ilaves of fome rightful lords and maf- 
ters, who fhall bid higheit for them in their purchafe.* Amongft 
thofe defpicable, narrow minded wretches, are to be numbered thofe 
who, from a pretended efteem and value for the women, keep them 
fhut up at home, or only permit them to walk out veiled and attended, 
and by this means deprive fociety of fo invaluable a blefling as the 
company and converfation of the ladies. 

I doubt not but every citizen of America will, at once, join with 
mein reprobating fuch conduct, without imagining they are in any 
meafure tainted with a fimilar vice, viz. banifhing the ladies from fo- 
ciety. But what will they fay, when I tell numbers of the moft po- 
lite and fafhionable gentlemen of the prefent day; and Americans 
too, ** Thou art the man!” and “‘thouartthe man!’’ I aimfire their 
bofoms would glow with refentment, and they would {purn at the very 
idea, and perhaps demand fatisfaction. Well, I am ready to give 
them the fatisfa¢tion of proving the fact—I will not undertake to 
prove that they run the length of the Chinefe, Turks, and even fome 
Europeans ; that is, they don’t entirely exclude them from the fociety 
of the gentlemen ; but are fo cruel to the ladies of their own families, 
unjuft to themfelves, and uncivil to their vifitors, as to deprive them 
of the company and converfation of the ladies of the family, for acon- 
fiderable portion of that time their friends or acquaintance {pend with 
them! In fhort, to {peak plainly, I mean that odious cuftom of banifh- 
ing the ladies from the table immediately after they dine, from a fup- 
pofition, either that they are difqualified to partake in the converfa- 
tion, or that a loofe is to be given to converfation upon fuch vulgar 
or indecent fubjects, as would be difgufting to a delicate and refined 
mind. I cannot help faying that I am always heartily vexed, when 
invited to take a dinner with an acquaintance, at my hoft’s paying me 
fo poor compliment, as to fuppofe me pleafed at the expulfion of the 
moft agreeable and charming part of the company; with the difmif- 
fion of the moft delightful part of the entertainment—But why fhould 
Irefent his fuppofing my tafte fimilar to his own? Becaufe I know 
that he is indeed influenced by cuitom, in a conduct which his own 
judgment condeimns ; and therefore mutt fuppofe that his guefts would 
be beft pleafed with a difpenfation of tyrannic cuftom, fince they were 
likely to be fo much the gainers by it, in exhilirating their fpirits 
with the delicious potation of a mental nectar, inftead of ftupifying 
their fenfes with the foporifick quality of the grape-juice. He who 
forms other ideas of the tafte of his company, neceflarily finks them, 


* Tt is a well known fact that feveral of the eafiern nations, at thisday, fell their 
daughters to be the wives of the purchafers; and polygamy being allowed, the more 
Wives a man has the richer he is, they being conficered as fo many flaves. 
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in his own mind, fome degrees nearer the level of brutes, by fuppof- 
ing they prefer the fenfual gratification of drinking, to the pleating 
aud retined one of an accomplifhed woman’s converfation.—I know 
the {ons of Bacchus; who are wedded to the bottle, will condemn fitch 
fentiments; amd would ratlier part with one half their mental {a+ 
culties than part with this jovial ruddy companion. This is evident by 
their fo frequently bartering their reafon for their bottle. 

Is it not ridiculous to fee a company of rational, and fometimes fen- 
fible, and in other refpects polite men, difcarding the moft beautiful 
part of the creation, merely to intoxicate themfelves, degrade their 
natures, and engage in the moft vulgar and indecent difcourfe? Sure- 
ly it is. Perhaps tt will be faid, it is not for this purpofe the ladies 
are difmifled. If not, why are they obliged to withdraw? you an- 
fwer, itis of choice. This may be the cafe, for when men are de- 
termined to become brutes, angels will unquettionably forfake them. 
—I doubt not but there are fome fanwilies where the ladies withdraw 
from mere cuftem; nor do the gentlemen always become inebriated 
in confequence ; but they are deprived of a blefling. Why do we 
not follow the worthy example of our allies, the French? They 
would think it the higheft infulrto the under{ftanding of their guefts, to 
fuppofe them capable of preferring the liquor tothe ladies—They too 
well know the pleafure of their converfation; therefore they fay, 
Les Dennifelles animent la converfation. Which is literally true ; for 
the fubjects which are generally difcufled at fueh feafons are not the 
intricate mazes of politicks, the perplexing theerems of mathemati- 
cal inveftigation, nor the dul! calculations of the counting-houfe ; but 
that familiar flow of difcourfe, on common fubjects, generally called 
finall talk, which requires an eafe of expreflion and quicknefs of 
thought, and we may add, genuine wit, to fupport it with fpirit. 
‘Thete we fhall find more generally united in the ladies : and as more 
attention has of late years been paid to their education, we find 
them, for the moft part, qualified to converfe upon almoft every im- 
proving, as well as pleafing, topic of converfation.—I am ne enemy 
to a cheerful glafs of wine, but then I would have it ¢ /a Franyoife, 
have my tumbler, and drink during the meal, or when I am dry, and 
that either mixed or pure; as I like-—When the cloth is removed, let 
the wine be removed ; and if there is any charm in fitting round the 
table fer an hour longer, let the coffee be introduced, in which the 
ladies will partake with us—I am furprifed this cuftom is not more 
generally adopted, efpecially among the families who do not make 2 
point of debauching every gentleman that dines with them. Some 
there are who will pefh about the bettle briikly, with the exprefs de- 
fign of knocking down their company ; and, indeed, unlefs a gentle- 
mar has virtue enough to endure the ftigma of clownifhnefs, or the 
appellation of a milk-fop, he muft become a downright brure—This 
is a fcandal to a virtuous people, and an infringement upon the liber- 
ties ofa free citizen—When I have made propofitions for reforming 
this abufe, by the example of fome of our leading characters, it has 
been objected, that, whatever their motives may be in difmifling the 

bottle inftead of the ladies, they will be branded with the imputation 
ef covctoufhels ; and that they are more defirous of preferving the 
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wine than partaking of theconverfation of the women! I might juftly 
reply to this, that none but the invidous and illiberal, or the toper and 
{punger, would or could draw fuch conclufions, and they are not 
worth regarding. Bi aah 

But as | really am ferioufly in earneft toprompte this reformation, 
I would propofe a method by which every afperfion of that kind may 
be obviated, the defign accomplifhed, and another valuable end an- 
fwered at the fame time—Let fome of our diftinguifhed characters, 
whole example will have an- effect upon the minds of others; or 
thefe who are from their ftations entitled to lead the fafhion ; or 
fome whofe fortune will give them pretenfions to lead, adopt the 
mode recommended above, viz. let the wine be removed with the 


‘cloth, the coffee introduced, and the ladies’ company folicited ; bur 


previous to the party’s breaking up, or the company’s retiring, let 
the mafter of the houfe calculate the quantity of wine ufually drunk 
upon fuch occafions, with the coft, call ina fervant, deliver the mo- 
ney to him, and direct him to ge and put it into the charity-box, or 
beltow it on fome worthy object. This would entirely ¢xculpate 
him, banith a moft pernicious fafhion out of lis houfe, feta worthy 
example for others, relieve the neceflities of the poor, and eniure 
their prayers and bleflings.—There would be a kind of merit in fuch 
charities, for when we give without denying ourfelves fome fupertlui- 
ty, itis only like throwing away that for which we have no ule. It is 
faid of Dean Swift, that when he dined without company, he ufually 
drank a pint of {mall beer, aud gave to fome needy perfon the price 
of a pint of wine. : 

In reprobating this irrational and odious. practice of fitting to 
drink after dinner, I have never fo much as hinted at the immorality, 
not to fay impiety of fuch a practice, well knowing that this confi- 
deration would have but little weight with people of fafhion, or 
thofe who are the dupes of the polite practices that have been enu- 
merated, and are flaves to Bacchus !—I have therefore endeavoured to 
draw my arguments from fuch circumftances as are calculated to 
ftrike their fenfes.—Let us farther reflect what the ladies themfelves 
muft think of thofe gentlemen, who are votaries at a fhrine where 
no female is admitted ; or, in other words, tacitly inform them, 
they expect a joyous companion in the decanter, which they prefer 
to all their {miles, their charms, or their converfation !———Often, 
when I have feen the ladies withdraw upon the removal of the cloth, 
and introduction of the wine, I have thought of the very civil mode 
in which the Turks difmifs their vifitors, when tired of their com- 
pany. A fervant enters with a chaffing-difh of coals, upon which is 
ftrewed {ome odoriferous gums, and the cenfer of fmoaking incenfe 
is carried round toeach perfon whofe company is to be difpenfed with, 
which is aconcife method of bidding him depart, and is well underftood 
by the gueft, who cordially withdraws, without the leaft refentment, 
cuftom having eftablified the mode.—Therefore, if the ladies, upon 
fight of our polite chafling-difh, move off without feeming refent- 
ment, and appear tolerably pleafed when you fee them next, yet aflur- 
edly they are vexed at heart, when they reflect upon the bafe prefer- 
ence, and she contemptible ideas we muft entertain of them 
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Befides, upon the adoption of the propofed plan, there would arife’ 
advantages, both of a phyfical and political nature, to individuals, 
as well as tothe publick at large.————Our conftitutions would be 
lefs injured by excefs in drinking, our circumftances lefs embarrafled 
by the expence, and our manners more?refined—The publick would 
alfo reap the advantage, as the lefs wine there is drunk, the lefs will 
be imported, which will throw fo much of the balance of trade in 
our favour, in the political fcale. 


PHILOKOINONEAS. 
—$-9-9-99-04595000— 


On the UsELESSNESS and Fo.i.ty of attempting to 
develope the Ox1Gin of C1v1L SocieETY. 


(From Williams’s Le&ures on Political Principles.) 


' f YHE principles of civil fociety are, like thofe of the fciences, 

to be deduced from experience, obfervation, and reflection ; 
not fromthe fables of tradition, nor the reveries of imagination. How 
the firit houfe was conftructed, or what were the precife motives for 
erecting it, would not be a more fruitlefs inquiry, than the exad 
vaflion, or fentiment, which collected the firft community. The ar- 
chitect, the moraliit, and the politician, muft be governed by final 
caufes ; the greate% poffible utility and pleafure to be derived both 
from the ingenious con{truétion of the habitation, and the wife intfti- 
tution of the fociety. 


PoruLaTion, without refped to Property, ought to 
be REPRESENTED in a FREE GovERNMENT. 





(From the fame.) 


N free ftates, the beft inheritance of every man fhould be the laws 
and the conftitution ; not his eftate or his chattels: and the bef 
property of the ftate is the induftry, talents, and attachment of the 
people; not the lands they poffefs. The feudal idea of regulating 
political meafures, by portions of land, to which the inhabitants 
were only appendages, is not yet difcarded. Grave fenators utter 
the ab{urdities, that forefts, fields, and blades of grafs may be repre- 
fented by men. When the grafsis confumed by cattle; and thofe 
cattle by men—muft not men be reprefented ? Perhaps they may, 28 
containing the grafs. The pofleffion of property, is of itfelf a fuf- 
ficient advantage ; and it is unjuft and impolitic to add to the advan- 
tage, at the expenfe of labour, induftry, and talents ; which are the 
beft and moft valuable refources of every community! Nothing but 
a civil offence or crime, fhould exclude a citizen the privilege of fuf- 
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frage in the appointment of legiflators and magiftrates, who are to 
determine on his happinefs and life. It is this circumftance which 
gives attachment and public fpirit toa whole people: the lands and 
riches of the country may be divided among a few of its inhabitants. 
Suffrages and property have no more connection, than fuftrages and 
nobility, or fuffrages and military rank. 

The power of appointing governors by fuffrage, does not imply 
or require an equality in perfonal confideration, or in property. it 
is founded in the reafonablenefs of having a choice, where appoint- 
ments may reftrain our public actions, and difpofe of our property 
and lives. All men, on fuch occafions, fhould be confidered as equal, 
and entitled ftrictly to equal confideration ; for all commit all into 
the hands of government. The property.and talents of individuals 
may be unequal, and private advantages or difadvantages arife from 
them; but in all intercourfes of the community with government, 
every citizen is equally an unit ; and every violation of this e juali- 
ty, whatever the ftate be denominated, is an-approach to defpos 
tifm. 


OOO DOO FOOSE OOO 
ANECDOTE of Peter the CrvEu. 


N the days of Peter the Third of Caftile, a canon of the cathed- 
ral of Seville, affected in his drefs, and particularly in his fhoes, 
could not find a workman to his liking. An unfortunate fhoemaker, 
to whom he applied, after quitting many others, having brought him 
a pair of fhoes, not made to pleafe his tafte, the canon became furi- 
ous, and feizing one of the tools of the fhoemaker, gave him with it 
fo many blows upon the head, as laid him dead upon the floor. The 
unhappy man left a widow, four daughters, and a fon fourteen years 
of age, the eldeft ef the indigent family.. They made their com- 
plaints te the chapter: the canon was profecuted, and condemned 
not to appear in the cher for a year. The young fhoemaker having 
attained to man’s eftate, was fcarcely able to get a livelihood, and, 
overwhelmed with wretchednefs, fat down, on the day of a procef- 
fion, at the door of the cathedral of Seville,.i# the moment the pro- 
ceffion pafled by. Amongft the other canons, he perceived the mur- 
derer of his father. At the fight of this man, filial affection, rage, 
and defpair, got fo far the better of his reafon, that he fell furioufly 
upon the prieft, and ftabbed him to the heart. The young man was 
feized, convitted of the crime, and immediately condemned to be 
quartered alive. Peter, whom we call the Cruel, and whom the 
Spaniards, with more reafon, call the Lover of Juftice, was then at 
Seville. The affair came to his knowledge; aud, after learning the 
particulars, he determined to be himfelf the judge of the young 
thoemaker. When he proceeded to give judgment, he firft annulled 
the fentence, juft-_pronounced by the clergy; and after afking the 
young man of what profeflion he was, ‘1 forbid you, faid he, to make 
ihoes for a year to come.” 
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158 On Penal Laws. 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


INTRODUCTION to a Charge Delivered to a 
Granp Jury for the county of Philadelphia, March 
“th. 1791. By Enoch EpwarpDs E£/g. Prefident of 
the Court of Quarter-Seffions. 


GENTLEMEN of the Granv Jury, 
-§ mankind became civilized, it was found neceflary, for the re- 
gulation of every Government, to eftablifh a fyftem of Laws; 
and on the chaite and upright adminiftration of thofe laws muft, ina 
great meafure, depend the profperity of the citizens ef any communi- 
ty. Every individual of a commonwealth, ashe has a natural right 
to claim, fo he ought to enjoy, the undifturbed right of purfuing and 
obtaining happinefs ; for unlefs the aid of civil government be conve- 
niently placed, withinthe reach of the moft feeble and indigent inha- 
bitant, the depravity of human nature is fuch, that no obligations a- 
rifing from a fenfe of religion, from the ties of honour, or the dic- 
tates of confcience wil! ever prove fuflicient barriers, to defend the 
weak again{t oppreffion of the more powerful. 

In order, therefore, to fecure the advantages which the municipal 
law of any country is calculated to afford, and avoid that perpetual 
anarchy which the want of proper regulations, founded on juftice 
and wifdom, muft daily produce, PunisHMENTs have hitherto been 
deemed abfolutely neceflary. 

Punifhments, as generally exercifed throughout the civilized part 
of the world at this time, clearly evince, that in no part of the ju- 
rifprudence of any country has there been lefs attention paid to 
principles of juftice or humanity ; even in England, where they boaft 
of the equity and mildnefs of their legal inftitutions, and where 
they alledge that neither racks, tortures, nor extorted confeflions 
were ever acknowledged to be any part of their laws, yet their books 
are crowded with penal ftatutes, which appear to have refulted more 
from the barbarous dictates of revenge, than from any ferious and 
humane defire to reform offenders. To inflict the punifhment of death 
alike on perfons guilty of treafon, of murder, or of larceny, in ftealing 
a trifle above the value of twelve-pence, argues a great want of wil- 
dom, juftice, or power in any government. 

The early fettlers of this country, influenced and guided by the 
wifdom of their benevolent patron, William Penn, that lover of juf- 
tice—who was near a century before many of his wifeft countrymen, 
in fuggelting ideas of ~~ civil, and political liberty, and in car- 
rying thofe ideas into effect, viewed with horror the penal laws of 
the country from which he fprang. 2 

In the grant which he received from King Charles the fecond, the 
penal as well as civil laws were extended to this country, but that 
charter of privileges which he gave the people, and all the acts re- 
fpecting punifhments, to which he ever gave his fanction, are fo ma- 
ny immediate inroads on that fy{tematic rigour, violence, and injuftice 
which were difplayed in the laws of his native country. | 
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To the mild and juft principles introduced at that time, we may 
in a great meafure afcribe the rapid growth of his province, in num- 
bers and reputation; for while the inhabitants of fome of the eaftern 
colonies, who had emancipated themfelves, by emigration from kri- 
tifh tyranny, impofed {till greater feverities on thofe who differed 
from them in religious fentiments ; and while the fouthern colonies 
were torn by diftractions arifing from the like, and other caufes, 
Pennfylvania opened a peaceful afylum to all men, on no harder con- 
ditions than that they fhould be orderly members of fociety. Our firft 
founder and great legiflator did not, like the celebrated Locke, weave 
together a fyitem of laws too finely fpun to bear its own weight ; 
nor, like many others, attempt to form a conftitution for men, as they 
ought to be, but, like the immortal Solon, he made a government for 
men as they really are. It is well known that the conftitution fram- 
ed by Mr. Locke for South-Carolina, with all its laboured accuracies 
and nice diftinctions, was only calculated to create diflentions, from 
the impracticability of its execution, while the folid materials of the 
conftitution framed by our immortal Penn have remained, and now 
form a part of the ever durable ftamina, which have entered into, 
and compofe the free conftitutions of this great empire. The feeds of 
liberty, then planted in the foil of Pennfylvania, equally a ftranger 
to civilization and oppreffion, grew with luxuriance, and {pread their 
towering branches in every direction. They contained thofe very 
principles on which were founded the late memorable revolution. 
This ftate was happily fituated to be a grand auxiliary in that preat 
event. Her wealth, her ftrength, her wifdom gavé that energy with- 
out which America might at laft have bowed down under the foot of 
the powerful tyrant who affailed her liberties, and before France, 
our good ally, had caught that facred flame which now blazes in 
Europe, and forbodes the deftruction of defpotifm in every part of 
the world. 

Permit me here to indulge a hope, that, to the legiflature of Penn- 
fylvania may be referved the glory of bringing to perfection that hap- 
py reform of the code of penal laws, which her fucce{sful attempts 
hitherto, have difcovered her with to accomplifh—a noble and magna- 
nimous work! which I hope will yet be brought to fuch admirable ex- 
actnefs, as to form fomething like a fcale, on which, confpicuous as the 
different coloursof the rain-bow, fhall be marked every fhade of guilt, 
from the finalleft publick vice to crimes of the deepeit die, together 
with a correfponding table of punifhments ; and that, by proportion- 
ing punifhments to crimes, and making the reformation of criminals 
the object of punifhment, we fhall introduce a new mode of thinking 
and acting upon this fubject.* 


* Since the delivery of this charge, the author has had the pleafure of both hear- 
ing and obferving, that crimes of all kinds have fenfibly diminifhed in Pennfylvania, 
fince folitude and Jabour have been fubftituted in the room of publick and capital pu- 
nifhments. The reafon is obvious, imprifonment, labour, and folitude are confider- 
ed as greater evils than certain death. ‘That this is really the cafe has been illuftrated 
by a recent inftance in New-Spain. A captaia of a veflel, who had been convicted 
of fmuggling, was condemned to work in the mines of Peru for life. As foon as this 
fentence was pronounced upon him, he dropped down in the prefence of his judge, 
ac inflantly expired, No effect of a fimilar kind, from the fentence of death being 
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It is only ina country like this, where we are all eyually free, that 
fo great an enterprize can be attempted, with any profpect of fuccefs, 
Here the mind is at full liberty, not only to inveftigate knowledge in 
every f{cience, but to inprove fuch fyftems, as appear to have already 
arrived at a feeming degree of perfection. 

Here are no different orders of men, no ancient prejudices, no ar- 
bitrary prerogatives, no ridiculous or flavifh habits to fhackle the 
human underftanding. In contemplating the effects of evil habits, 
we may difcover a fingular inftance of its baneful_ effects, in no lefs a 
man than the late Sir William Blackftone, who, in writing upon the 
law of retaliation fays, “‘ If a nobleman {trikes a peafant, all mankind 
will fee, that if a court of juftice awards a return of the blow, it will 
be more than a juft compenfation”—A fentiment this which difgraces 
the page on which it is written—All mankind, thank God, have not 
yet felt fuch pernicious effects of a bad habit of thinking—the citizens 
of a free commonwealth muft be excufed, if they cannot, like Sir 
William and the fubjects of a monarch, tamely confent to exalt one 
rank of fellow-men at the humiliating expence of debafing themfelves. 

It is no wonder, therefore, that ina country where enlightened 
minds, like this great judge, fhould be confined, that a revifion of the 
penal laws (which he feems to regret,) cannot be obtained once in an 
hundred years. | 

Englifhmen, therefore, who afcribe their advantages to the mild- 
nefs and lenity of their laws in general, miftake the caufe of their own 
happinefs. ‘hey muft look to another fource for the privileges they 
boaft of, I mean the trial by jury. Here too much cannot be faid to 
the honour of the memory of thofe Englifh patriots, who, at the ex- 
pence of their blood and treafure, have, through every difficulty, 
brought to perfection, and delivered over to their polterity, a right 
which forms a {trong bulwark of defence againft bad kings or bad laws. 
By this mode of trial noman can ever be declared guilty of any offence, 
until, on the oaths or affirmations of at leaft twelve of his equals, he 
ftands charged of a particular crime or mifdemeanour, he is then al- 
lowed afpeedy trial, as well as fufficient time to make all the defence in 
his power. He hasthe fame advantage of witnefles that his profecu- 
tor has, (and in this country council too) all which folemn proceedings 
are carried on, and conducted under the impartial eye of an ndetens 
ent court, which takes care to affign the prifonera council, if pover- 
ty has put it out of his power to employ one ; and before he can be 
convicted, twelve more of his neighbours, againft whom he cannot 
have the leaft objecion, or flighteft fufpicion, on a full and fair hear- 
ing inopen court, muft declare him guilty. 

Thus is this wonderful inftitution ingenioufly calculated to detect 
guilt, and protect innocence. It {teps in between an injured country 


pronounced upon acriminal, has ever, I believe, been known in any country. The 
reafun of this is likewife obvious. There are few men who are condemned te dic, 
that do not cherifh hopes of a pardon. 

It is to be hoped, that experience will foon corre the vulgar errors upon the fub- 
ject of penal laws, which have been borrowed from the ariftocratic and monarchical 
laws of Great-Britain, and, ina little while, banifh the abfurd and unchriftian punifh- 
ment of death from the criminai jurifprudence of the United States. 
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and a bold offender, between arbitrary power and the right of an 
individual, and, on each fide, equally confounds every attempt at in- 
juttice ; and thereby makes an Lnglifhman freer than his neighbours, 
and an American the freeft man on the globe. 

The particular part of duty affigued to you, asa grand jury, is 
to enquire into the grounds of every charge exhibited againft any 
perfon, for offences committed, within the body of this county, againft 
the commonwealth. | 

In performing this, you have it in your power to fay, that noman 
fhall be put to the pain, rifque, and expence of a publick trial, un- 
lefs there are the moft probable grounds of his guilt ; as well as the 
power to fay, that no perfon, whofe guilt may come to your know- 
ledge, fhall go unprefented, though he may efcape the vigilance of the 
magiftrate to bind him over, or commit him for trial.—And, in doing 
this, nothing but the ftrongeft appearance of criminality can juftify 
the finding a bill; for, although you eflentially ferve the State, by 
bring the moft flagirious offender to a publick trial, yet, youas effen- 
tially ferve her by faving the reputation of any one of her innocent 
citizens, who may be unjuftly profecuted. 

But great care fhould be taken not to fuffer this idea to go fo far, as 
unwarily to have an improper effect; fora mifapplied humanity, in 
the adminiftration of juftice, may be as mifchievous, asan ill-directed 
confcience in religion, by defeating the very end of its application. 
An improper bias on the minds of a jury, though the particular fitu- 
ation of the accufed renders him a real object of compaffion, may be 
attended with the worlt of confequences. When the evidence is 
doubtful, a jury may fafely lean to his fide, but when the facts are 
clear, their integrity calls on them, amidft every emotion of compaf- 
fion, to find the bill. Juftice, not mercy, is the province of a jury. 
The government has wifely referved the latter to be exercifed (after 
ail circumftances are fully afcertained) by the fupreme magiftrate, in 
whofe breaft is lodged a conftitutional ftore of mercy, with an uny 
bounded power of extending it to all thofe, who may, or even who 
may not, be entitled to this Ja{t gét of grace; andcertainly it is better 
that all offenders fhould receive pardon from him, than that, by the 
miftaken tendernefs of a jury, the operations of the laws fhould be 
ftifled, on their road to juftice. » 
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Account of an extraordinary Family, refiding in the 
Town of YARMouTH, (Cape Cop.) 


N this place there is a man, by the name of Homer, who has ning 
fons: Seven of them are arrived at man’s eftate, and the fhorteft 
of the feven is fix feet and four inches in height. ‘Ihe other two are 
young, but appear to be conftruéted on the fame fcale with their bre~ 
thren, and promife to rife to the fame magnitude. Thefe brethren 
are all full habited men, and conftantly employed at fea. There are 
alfo two filters, more moderate in fize. Quere—Does not this parent 
deferve a penfion ? 
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acre, over the field, except the width of twenty feet, through the 
middle of the field. St. John’s-wort and mullein, with other weeds, 
had taken fuch poffeffion of the ground, that, although this ma- 
nure produced a great luxuriancy of grafs, yet, being full of weeds, 
it did not anfwer for hay, and therefore, was paftured until Oc- 
tober, 1738; the field was then ploughed eight inches deep, with 
a {trong three-horfe Dutch plough, for a winter fallow. In April, 
1789, it was well harrowed, and crofs-plowed four inches deep with 
a light two-horfe plough, leaving the fod at the bottom, and fowed 
with {pring barley. Where the gypfum had been put, and in fome 
places where the ground was ftrong, the crop was fo rank as to lodge: 
immediately after harveft the ftubble was ploughed under, and ear! y 
in September was ploughed a fetond time, and fown with wheat ; the 
clover fod being perfectly rotted, and intimately mixed with the foil, 
afforded a {trong nourifhment to the crop—produce twenty-five buth- 
els to the acre. 
Experiment 2. 

Field, fix acres ; foil, a light loam, perfectly exhaufted, and full of 
garlick. In ‘this experiment, a fmall quantity ot timothy feed was 
mixed with the clover, and fown with the {pring barley.—After the 
fecond year, the clover being almolt deftroyed, the tiniothy fupplied 
its place, and afforded a great addition to the hay and‘pafture. In 
September, 1789, the clover lea was ploughed eight inches deep ; 
the ground being very mellow, it was harrowed ene the furrow, 
with a large brake harrow of thirty teeth ; winter barley was then 
fowed and harrowed in. The laft winter was Wet and open, and 
therefore fevere om the grain, and yet this field turned out better than 
moft in the neighbourhood. From my obfervations on this crop, I 
believe that it is better hufbandry to crofs plough, as in experiment 
No. 1. than totruftto theharrow alone. ‘fo continue clover more 
than three years is not profitable—the fourth year, the clover was 
full of weeds. 


Experiment 2. 

Field, eight acres; foil, cold clay, and wet—corn, rye, corn, buck- 
wheat, is bad hufbandry, except, as in the prefent cafe, intended merely 
to make manure—-Coming in pofleffion of a large farm, every part of 
which was exhaufted, I could oily manure a part of it at one time, 
and therefore it was good management to procure any produce for 
the fake of wintering of cattle to make manure. November 1787, 
the buckwheat ftubble was ploughed, and in April 1788, the field was 
covered with fifteen loads of dung to the acre, and fown with {pring 
barley—the crop twenty bufhels to the acre. After two ploughings, 
winter barley was fown, which did not produce more than ten buth- 
els to the acre. Immediately after harveft, put in buckwheat, clo- 
ver, and timothy; in April laft, fix bufhels of gypfum per acre were 
ftrewed over the young-clover—at harvelt, the produce three tons 
of good hay to the acre. : 


Experiment 4. 
Field, fix acres ; foil, clay, witha fimall quantity of gravel. In A- 
pril 1790, this field was fown with clover feed and ftrewed with fix 
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bufhels of gypfum tothe acre, onthe young wheat~—the clover at pre- 
fent looks well. 


Experiment §, 6, and 7, , 
Were made ona light loam, to difcover the beft preparatory crop 
to grain, The refult was greatly in favour of the potatoes. 


Experiment &. : 
Field, two acres; foil, loam with fome clay.—In Nevember, 1787, 
the clover lea was ploughed eight inchesdeep. In April 1788, it was 
well harrowed, and fown with fpring barley, the crop very poor, 
evidently owing to the want of foil. Winter-fallowed, and in 1789, 
it was planted with potatoes. This year it produced two valuable 
érops, one of flax, and the ether turnips. 


. Experiment 9. 

Field, one acre; foil, lodm, with fome clay.—In May, 1788, the 
clover lea was covered with ftable manure, and ploughed under five 
inches deep; planted potatoes under every third furrow; the crop at 
firft appeared promifing, but afterwards grafs took place, and the fod, 
not being rotted, the plough could not be ufed, befides, the grafs came 
up in the interftices between the potatoes in the rows—at harveft the 
potatoes were numerous, but fo fmall, as not in general to be mer- 
chantable. I am perfeétly fatisfied, that, to have a goodcrop of any 
vegetable, it is neceflary to have the ground in the moft meliorated 
{tate poffible. 


es Experiment 10. , 

Field, tent acres ; foil, light loam. In 1789, after having fecured 
the tops aud blades of the corn, and the corn being taken to the 
barn in the hufks, the ftalks were cut at the ground, and taken into 
the barn-yard to make manure. The field was ploughed the firlt 
week in December, and, in May, 1790, ploughed a fecond time, and 
eight acres planted with potatoes. In Oétober, the potatoes were 
gathered, and the vines being collected with a light harrow were 
hauled into the barn-yard—the ground was then ploughed and fown 
with wheat, which at prefent looks well. The remaining two acres 
were covered with dung, aud ploughed twice during the fummer to 
prepate it for wheat, which was fown at the fame time with the 
potatoe ground. This experiment was intended to difcover whether 
potatoes, or a clean fummer fallow, was the beft preparative toa 
grain crop. At this time, the potatoe ground has the beft appear- 
ance. Iexamined fome of the plants of wheat, while in the feed leaf, 
and found their roots to extend fix and eight inches,; an evident mark 
of the advantages of deep ploughing, and having your ground in 
good tilth. 


Experiment. rt - 

Field, fix acres ; foil, light loam. The clover, in 1787, prodaced 
two good crops; in 1788, one crop and patture ; in 1789, excellent 
pafture for cattle, fheep, and hogs, until September, when it was 
ploughed eight inches deep, and, after being well harrowed, it was 
fpwn with winter barley—the crop, twenty-five bufhels to the acre. 
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Immediately after harveft, the ftubble was ploughed under, and, in 
October, was again ploughed, and fown with wheat—the crop has a 
very promifing appearance. 


Experiment 14. 

Field, one acre; foil, loam, a little wet, with a clay bottom. In 
1788, produced two excellent crops of hay, and nearly as good the 
year following. In October, the clover lea was ploughed four inches 
deep, the fod crumbling to pieces before the plough; after being well 
harrowed it was fown with winter barley; a wet, open winter, def- 
troyed fo much of the crop, that I was induced to plough the ground 
in April, and to fow fpring barley and clover—the barley as good as 
moft this feafon—the clover looks well. 


Experiment 13. 

A field cf the fize and quantity of the laft experiment, and treated 
in a fimilar manner, except that it was fown with wheat—the crop 
was not injured by the winter, and produced twenty bufhels to the 
acre. Wheat appears a hardier grain than barley, and, therefore, 
fhould have a preference where a farmer is under the neceflity of fow- 
ing late. eas 


Experiment 14. | 

_ Field, fixacres; foil, wet loam. After removing the corn-ftalks into 
the barn-yard, winter-fallowed the ground, andin April 1789, plough- 
ed in twenty loads of dung to the acre, for {pring barley. During 
the fummer I added three acres of frefh land taken in from an adjoin- 
ing wood, and which had been cleared the preceding winter. Soil, 
the fame as the above fix acres, covered with a rich black mould ; 
ploughed this new ground three times. In September, the old and 
new ground were fown the fame day, with wheat; during the. au- 
tumn both crops appeared promifing; the following {pring the three 
acres were almoft totally deftroyed by a long wet winter. At harvelt 
the old greund produced twenty-five bufhels to the acre; the new 
ground not fix... This field having an under ftratum of clay, and the 
roots of the trees preventing a proper depth of ploughing, occafioned 
the water to ftagnate about the roots of the wheat—in the old field 
adepth of ploughing of cight inches prevented this mifchief.' The 
principal object of this experiment was to difcover, whether old ex- 
haufted fields, under proper management, would not produce equal 
to the beft new ground. Inthis inftance the wet feafon was againf 
the experiment. 

We may obferve, with great truth, that the uncertainty of the fea; 
fons, and the length of time required to make agricultural experi- 
ments, renders it difficult to make them with accuracy. In adopting 
and purfuing the rotation of crops founded upon the experiments now 
recited, it will be neceflary to attend {tri@tly to fome points on which 
the fuccefs of the rotation depends. 

ft. To winter-fallow for the {pring crops, ploughing at leaft eight 
inches deep. 3 

2d. To cover your potatoe and flax ground with twenty loads of 
your beft manure to the acre, to be ploughed into the ground in A- 
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pril, and on planting your potatoes, to put your half decayed corn- 
ftalks, or any other trafh, in the furrows. 

3d. In breaking up your clover lea, to be attentive to turning the 
grafs fod as much as poflible on its back. This is beft effected by 
trench ploughing, one plough following another in the fame track ; 
by this method there is fufficient nourifhment provided for the pre- 
fent crop, and the fod becomes rotten before next fcafon, for the fu- 
ture crop. ; 
_ As the natural ftrength of the foil is exhaufted, by conftant crop- 
ping, without manure, and as the horfes, cows, and other ftock, 
which any farm can maintain within itfelf, will not afford a fuflici- 
ency of manure for an annual fupply to the whole farm. We have 
therefore been induced to confider the propofition of your very ufe- 
ful fociety, inits moft extenfive fenfe, as intended to acquire a know- 
ledge of a rotation of crops calculated to afford— 
rit.. The greateft number of profitable crops— 
2d. The greateft quantity of fodder to winter cattle— 
ad. The greateft length of time between two manurings of the 
fame field ; and— 
4th. Such a variety of crops as may not interfere with one ano- 
ther, but, by coming in regular fucceflien, may afford the farmer and 
his family the moft conftant employ. 
No one of the retation of crops, which I have mentioned, will an- 
fwer thefe objects, and therefore cannot merit the attention of the 
fociety.—Uninformed, and deftitute of proper guides, I made thefe 
experiments to difcover the truth ; and as they have led to the know- 
ledge of a rotation of crops, which is perfectly fatisfactory to myfelf, 
I thought it neceflary to fubmit the whole to your confideration, to 
enable you to judge of the foundation of that rotation which I now 
offer. 
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Rotation of Crops. 
1, Indian corn ; 2, potatoes and flax; 3, wheat; 4, winter barley, 
and after the barley, buckwheat, with clover and timothy; 5, clover, 
two crops for hay; 6, clever, one crop for hay and pa(ture; 7, paf- 
ture ; 8, wheat; 9, winter barley. , 
This plan-conftitates my prefent mode of farming; and the fuccefs 
attending it, leaves no reom to doubt of its faperior advantage. To 
purfue it to the greateft poffible profit, within the ability of one fa- 
mily—the farm fhould confift of rSo acres of land, fubject to this ro- 
tation, befides woodland, orchard, &c. &c. <A farm thus-regulated 
would produce annually— 
20 acres of Indian corn. 
ro acres of potatoes. 
ro acres of ffax. 
40 acres of wheat. 
40 acres of winter barley. 
20 acres of clover, two crops. 
20 acres of clover, one crop, and pafture until November. 
20 acres of clover, pafture until September. 
20 acres of buckwheat, with clover on the barley ftubble- 
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Indian corn is a valuable crop on account of its grain: it is alfo 
valuable on account of the very nourifhing food afforded by its tops, 
cut as rye-{traw, and mixed with potatoes. I have long been in the 

ractice of making potatoes a principal] food for my horfes and cat- | 
tle. Our theep and hogs will fatten rapidly on them ; for the latter ie 
they fhould be boiled. . Flax conftitutes a valuable article, too much is 
neglected in our country. An annual produce of eighty acres of 
wheat and barley, and forty acres of the beft clover and timothy hay, 
out of one hundred and eiglity acres, under cultivation, muft be ef- 
teemed good farming. This produce would enable a farmer to win- 
ter fifty head of ftock, befides fheep ; by which, and a proper fyftem 
of barn-yard management, he might every year make five hundred 
loads of good manure. I have found great advantage in keeping the 
milch cows, hogs, and fheep, in the yard, during the fummer ; fome- 
times giving them clover, cut green; and at all times, during the 
year, bringing home every kind of trafh which will make manure ; 
on this account, the corn-{talks and potatoe-vines are very ufeful. 
Leaving a large furface of thefe fubftances expofed, during the win- 
ter, in the barn-yard, the cold would prevent them from becoming 
manure ; therefore, the firft week in December, or earlier, if necei- 
fary, the yards fhould be cleaned up, and the half decayed weeds and 
trath, of every kind, put ina heap near the field you intend to ma- 
nure. Ihave been particular on the fubject of manure, becaufe the 
fuccefs of the rotation depends on a full fupply of it. 

Turnips, rye, and oats, are not mentioned, becaufe the feverity 
of our winters renders the firft an improper crop for the farmer ; be- 
‘fides, they are by no means equal to the potatoe, for the feeding of 
cattle. Rye and oats are not of equal value with wheat and corn, and 
therefore a preference is given to the latter. 

One object of a rotation of crops is, to give conftant and fteady em- 
ploy to the farmer and his family, without fuffering one bufinefs to 
interfere with another. The rotation propofed will anfwer this in- 
tention. Flax, corn, and potatoes, will occupy the months of April 
and May. The firft hay-harveft, the month of June; barley and 
wheat in July. Barley is naturally earlier than wheat, and being 
fown earlier, it may be got out of the harveit field before the wheat 
is fit to be cut. » After harveft, comes the feeding for buckwheat and 
gat the fecond hay harveft ; feeding for barley and wheat ; winter 
allowing, and, during the feverity of winter, thrafhing out grain. 

On account of the time and ftock required to conduct a farm, fub- 
ject to the rotation of crops now propofed, it muft appear evident, 
that it is not calculated for a poor tenantry, but for an independent 
yeomanry—” 

“ The improved fyftem of Englith hufbandry, folely confifts in fub- 
ftituting a crop of clover, in the place of an unproduétive fallow. 

As frequent manuring is a very expenfive operation in agriculture, 
the farmers in England were formerly in the practice, after taking 
two or three crops from a field, to leave it wafte for feveral years ; 
by which a poor palture was furnifhed for their cattle, and the vigour 
of the foil was, in a fmall degree, renewed by an annual decay of 
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‘weeds. This is, at prefent, the plan of condudting the farms in ma- 


ny parts of that country, and is univerfally the cafe in this. 

By fubftituting clover for an unproduétive fallow, the farmer pro- 
cures a valuable crop of hay, and the moft luxuriant pafture, befides 
which, the ground becomes meliorated for a crop of wheat. The 
foundation oi the improved Englifh method of hufbandry, and the 
foundation of the rotation of crops reccommended to the fociety, is 
the fame. 

If the objeé& of the fociety was merely to have it afcertained, by 
a courfe of experiments, whether an exact imitation of the Englith 
mode of farming would be fuccefsful in this country, the experirient 
is a complete anfwer in favor of fuch queftion—Potatoes, barley, clo- 
ver, clover, wheat, is one of the moft approved courfes of crops, in 
that country. The rotation of crops which I have recommended to 
the patronage of the fociety, I think fuperior to any hitherto prac- 
tifed, and that on two accounts ;— 

1ft. Becaufe, upon breaking up the clover lea, in the method pro- 
pofed, two equally valuable crops of winter grain are procured, in 
the place of one, according to the Englifh mode of farming; and 

2dly. Becaufe, by the plan propofed, a greater number of valuable . 
crops is procured, and alfo a greater length of time is acquired be- 
tween the periods of manuring, which is a very expentive, but highly 
neceflary part of farming. 

Seven years of clofe and attentive obfervation, enabled me to lay 
the foregoing experiments before the fociety. 


GEORGE LOGAN, 


Stenton, February 28,1791. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


ANECDOTE of STERNE and a PENN: 
SYLVANIAN LADY. 


HEN Mrs. F was in England, fhe attended York races, 
where fhe met with the celebrated Latrence Sterne. He 
rode up to the fide of the coach, and accofted her, ‘* Well, madam, 
which horfe do you bet upon ?-—“ Sir,” faid the, ‘ if you can tell 
me which is the worft horfe, I will bet upon that.”—“*But why, ma- 
dam,” faid Sterne, ‘do you make fo ftrange a choice ?~~“Becaufe” 
replied the lady, “ you know, the race is not to the /wift, nor the 
battle to the ftrong”’ 
“Sterne was fo much pleafed with the reply, that he went home, 
and wrote, from that text, his much admired fermon, entitled, 
** Time and Chance.” 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 
HisTory of the AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
(Continued from page 92.) 


3976 E fhall fufpend our further account of the military 

.« operations .of this campaign, till we have taken a 
general view of the political fentiments which were at this time pre- 
valent in America, and eventually produced that memorable decla- 
ration of Congrefs, which totally changed the original grounds of 
the co.teft with Britain, and formed the colonies into an independent 
empire, by the name of the United States of America. 

Although the firft fettlers of the American colonies had been virtu- 
ally exiled from their native country, by being denied the rights of 
men ; and had at their own expence purchafed, from the Indian pro- 
prietors, an uncultivated country, which they afterwards improved, 
till it was become fo great and flourifhing, as to be able to enter into 
a ferious conteft with the moft powerful nation upon earth; yet they 
had hitherto continued in a ftate of dependence on the mother coun- 
try. The feveral provinces allowed the crown a negative on their 
laws, permitted Great Britain to enjoy a monopoly of their trade, 
and granted, from time to time, fuch fupplies of men and money, as, 
in their opinion, the public fervice and the common intereft of both 
countries required. ‘Thefe advantages Britain claimed as an equiva- 
lent for her fuppofed protection of the colonies, and they long ac- 
quiefced in the juftice of the claim. 

We have already feen that the Britifh parliament at length aflum- 
ed the power of taxing the colonies, and the right of binding them 
in all cafes. To obtain a redrefs of thefe grievances the Americans 
had taken uparms, refolving to lay them down whenever the parlia- 
ment fhould relinquifh its newly aflumed powers, and leave the co- 
lonies in their former fituation, to be taxed by their own reprefenta- 
tives. The views of the generality of the people, at the beginning 
of the conteft, were extended no further. Some there were, no 
doubt, whofe aims were directed to a greater object; but thefe did 
not venture openly to avow their fentiments, convinced that if an 
idea of independence were known to be in contemplation, a large 
majority of the people would be decidedly oppofed to the meafure, 
and, perhaps, would not even perfevere in endeavouring to obtain a 
redrefs of what were on all hands allowed to be grievances. Such 
were the fentiments of the generality of the Americans in 1775. 
But all remonftrance to the crown having proved vain, the moft 
humble, dutiful, and reafonable petitions not having obtained even 
an anfwer, the Pritifh parliament having determined to reduce the 
colonies to unconditional fubmiflion, and to employ, for that purpofe, 
a numerous hoft of foreign hirelings, and of blood-thirlty favages, 
the feelings of the Americans were roufed, and a reconciliation, as 
it became every day more difficult to be brought about, fo it was lefs 
eagerly fought after. 
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They now recurred to firft principles, and freely examined the 
relative duties fubfifting hetween kings, or governors, and their fub- 
jects. The refult of this enquiry was, that government is inftituted 
for the purpofe of promoting the happinefs ef mankind; that when, 
from the arbitrary conduct of thefe by whom it is adminiftred, it 
ceafes to produce this effect, it is no longer binding on the people; 
and that protection ceafing, on the part of the ruler, allegiance from 
the fubject is no longer due. The promulgation of fuch opinions as 
thefe prepared the people for the reception of the refolve of congrefs, 
pafled on the 15th. of May, for abolifhing all allegiance to the 
crown of Great Britain, and recommending the efiablifhment of 
governments, founded on the authority of the people, in the fe- 
veral colonics. The neceflity of this meafure was the more evident, 
as the Britifh parliament had, by their prohibitory aé, declared the 
colonies to be in open rebellion, and to be no longer under the pro- 
tection of the mother country. 

This bold propofal was well received by the affemblies of all the 
colonies, thofe of Pennfylvania and Maryland excepted. The de- 
legates in congrefs from both thofe colonies oppofed the eftablifhment 
of anew government, and the declaration of independeney, when 
it was firft moved for in congrefs ; but upon an appeal to the peo- 
ple at large, and through the active zeal of a few leading whigs, the 
queftion for independence was carried in a general convention of the 
people of Pennfylvania, and the delegation of that colony was chan- 
ged. In Maryland, the delegates had been initructed, by a majority ef 
{even counties to four, to oppofe the queftion of independency in con- 
arefs ; they accordingly gave their votes againft it, and withdrew from 
that aflembly. But the Marylanders finding thata perfeverance in this 
conduct would effectually feparate them from the other colonies, in- 
{tructed their delegates to refunie their feats in congreis, and to act 
there in fach manner as they fhould think mof conducive to the in- 
tereit of their country. This completed the union of the colonies. 

In bringing about this extraordinary revolution of fentiment, in 
the minds of the Americans, the pen, the prefs, and the pulpit ex- 
erted their influence, and were of the utmoft fervice. 

It was contended, by thefe who were {till attached to the ancient 
forms of government, that the colonies were too weak, and muft ul- 
timately be cruthed by the fuperior force of Britain ; that fuppofin 
independence attaimable, {till the propriety of the meafure was quel 
tionable. It would evidently be attended with many inconvenien- 
cles. Befides that many political and commercial advantages, arif- 
ing from their connection with Great Britain, would be facrifi- 
ced, the colonies would, in all probability, experience the dread- 
ful effects of internal difcord, if the power of the common fovereign, 
to balance and regulate their various and difcordant interefts, weré 
abolithed. They therefore declared themfelves unwilling to embark 
in a micafure, calculated to cut off all poffibility of what they had fo 
much at heart, an acconimodation with the mother country. 

Cn the other hand, it was contended, with an extraordinary de- 
gree of ipirit, and great force of argument, that the colonies united 
jada fair profpect of fuccefs; that they had. taken up arms to {e- 
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eure their liberties, and that to lay them down before that fecurity 
had been obtained, would be an acknowledgement, either that their 
firft refiltance was a caufelefs rebellion, of that they were too coward- 
ly to perfevere in a laudable oppofition to arbitrary meafures. ‘The 
comniercial advantages refulring from their connection with Great 
Britain, on which fome laid fo much ftrefs, were not well founded ; 
on the contrary, that nation had reftric&ted and monopolized the 
whole tradé of the colonies, and thereby cramped their natural 
growth. A reconciliation, on terms of dependence, would involve 
America in a continual fcene of domeftic troubles ; Britain would a- 
gain encroach upon the rights of the coloniés, and they would again 
betake themfelves to refiltance, as being the only remedy to which 
they coyld recur, The negative power veited in the crown, inde- 
pendent of the interference of parliament, would be fufficient to bafle 
every beneficial {cheme, that might be propofed. 

Nature, it was urged, never intended that a vaft continent, in 
which were combined every defirable variety of climate and foil, and 
which was rapidly edvancing to wealth and greatnefs, fhould be held 
in fubjection by a fmall and diftant ifland. he abfurdity of failing 
three thoufand miles, in order to receive directions from ftrangers 
for the management of their domeftic concerns, was obvious to all, 
It would certainly be more convenient, more rational, and more ho- 
nourable, that, in a cquntry fo extenfive, the feat of government 
fhould be at home, and that the people fhould be governed by men 
of their own choice, acting under couftitutions which fhould be pre- 
fcribed by the community at large, and which fhould define the pow- 
ers of government and the rights of the people, in fuch a manner as 
to eftablith juftice, harmony, and equal liberty. | 
_It was faid further, that Britain had employed foreign troops for 
the purpofe of fubjugating the colonies ; and, confequently, that A- 
merica had a right to look for foreign aid, wherever it could be ob- 
tained. But this they coyld not hope for, while their only object was 
a reconciliation with Great Britain ; whereas, if they thould declare 
themfelves an independent wation, and evince a difpofition to perfe- 
vere ftrenuoufly in breaking of, for ever, their connection with Bri- 
tain, they would undoubtedly be fupported, by thofe European pow- 
ers, who wifhed to humble the pride and ftrength of a haughty and 
formidable rival. Thofe nations would moreover be interefted in ano- 
ther way in the eftablifhment of American independence—They would 
then come in for a fhare of that valuable commerce which had long 
been monopolized by Great Britain, and, which was juftly confidered 
@s one great fource of that nation’s wealth and power. 

Several writers placed the advantages of independence in various 
poiuts of view. Among thefe Thomas Paine, iu a pamphlet, under the 
fignature of Common Senfe, held the moft diftinguifhed rank. The 

ile, manner, and language of this performance were calculated to in- 
tereft the paflions, and to roufe all the active powers of the human 
mind. With the view of operating on the fentiments of a religious 
people, fcripture was sroflay into his fervice, and the powers, and e- 
ven the name of a king were rendered odious in the eyes of the nu- 
merous colonifts who had read and ftudied the hiftory of the Jews, ae 
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recorded in the Old Teftament. The folly of that people in revolt- 
ing from a government, inftituted by heaven itfelf, and the oppref- 
fions to which they were {ubjeéted in confequence of their lufting af- 
ter kings to rule over them, afforded an excellent handle for prepof- 
feffing the colonifts in favour of republican inftitutions, and preju- 
dicing them againft kingly government. Hereditary fucceffion was 
turned into ridicule. The abfurdity of fubjecting a great continent 
to a fmall ifland on the other fide of the globe, was reprefented in 
fuch ftriking language, as to intereft the honor and pride of the co- 
lonifts in renouncing the government of Great-Britain. The neceffi- 
ty, the advantages, and practicability of independence, were forci- 
bly demonftrated. Nothing could be better timed than this perfor- 
mance. It was addrefied to freemen, who had juft received convinc- 
ing proofs that Great-Britain hadthrown them out of her protection, 
had engaged foreign mercenaries to make war upon them, and feri- 
oufly deligned to coinpel their unconditional fubmiffion to her unli- 
mited power. It found the colonifts moft thoroughly alarmed for 
their liberties, and difpofed to do and fuffer any thing that promifed 
their eftablifhment. In union with the feelings and fentiments of 
the people, it produced furprifing effects. Many thoufands were 
convinced, and were led to approve and long for a feparation from 
the mother country. hough that meafure, a few months before, 
was not only foreign from their wifhes, but the object of their abhor- 
ence, the current fuddenly became fo ftrong in its favour, that it bore 
down all oppofition. The multitude was hurried down the ftream, 
but fome worthy men could not eafily reconcile themfelves to the i- 
dea of an eternal feparation from a country, to which they had been 
long bound by the moft endearing ties. They faw the fword drawn, 
but could not tell when it would be fheathed. They feared that the 
difperfed individuals of the feveral colonies would not be brought 
to coalefce under an efficient government, and that, after much anar- 
chy, fome future Cefar would grafp their liberties, and confirm 
himfelf in a throne of defpotifm. They doubted the perfeverance 
ef their countrymen in effecting their independence, and were alfo 
apprehentive that, in cafe of fuccefs, their future condition would 
be lefs happy than their paft. Some refpectable individuals, whofe 
principles were pure, but whofe fouls were not of that firm tex- 
ture which revolutions require, fhrunk back from the bold mea- 
fures propofed by their more adventurous countrymen. To fubmit 
without an appeal to heaven, though fecretly withed for by fome, 
was not the avowed fentiment of any. But to perfevere in petition- 
ing and refifting was the fyftem of fome mifguided honeft men. The 
favourers of this opinion were generally wanting in that decifion 
which grafps at great objects, and influenced by that timid policy, 
which does its work by halves. Moft of them dreaded the power of 
Britain. <A few, on the feore of intereft or an expectancy of favours 
from royal government, refufed to concur with the general voice. 
Some of the natives of the parent {tate who, having lately fettled in the 
colonies, had not yet exchanged European for American ideas, to- 
gether with a few others, confcientioufly oppofed the meafures of 


Congrefs: but the great bulk of the people, and efpecially of the {pi 
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rited and independent part of the community, came, with furprifing 
unanimity, into the project of independence. 
(To be continued.) 


—OS-$-9-$94G-00-05-6— 


AccounT of Dr. HENR Y MOYES, the Butnp 
PHILOSOPHER. 


Communicated, by Mr. Bew, to the Literary and Fhilofophical Society, at 
MANCHESTER. | 


R. HENRY MOYES, who occafionally read LeGtures on_phi- 
lofophical chemiftry at Manchefter,* like Dr. Saunderfon, the 
celebrated profeflor of Cambridge, loft his fight, by the fmall pox, in 
his early infancy. He never recollected to have feen: But the firft 
traces of memory, I have (fays he) are, in fome confufed ideas of the 
folar fyftem. He had the good fortune to be born in a country where 
learning of every kind is highly cultivated, and to be brought up in 
a family devoted to learning. , 

Poffefled of native genius, and ardent in his application, he made 
rapid advances in various departments of erudition ; and not only ac- 
quired the fundamental principles of mechanics, mufic, and the lan- 
guages; but likewife, entered deeply into the inveftigation of the 
protounder fciences ; difplaying an acute and general knowledge of 
geometry ; of opticks; ofalgebra; of aftronomy; chemiftry ; and, 
in fhort, of moft of the branches of the Newtonian philofophy, 

Mechanical exercifes were the favourite employments of his infant 
years. At avery early age, he made himfelf acquainted with the 
ufe of edged tools fo perfectly, that, notwith{tanding his entire blind- 
nefs, he was able to make little wind-mills ; and ke even conftruéted 
a loom with his own hands, which {till thew the cicatrices of wounds 
he received in the execution of thefe juvenile exploits. 

By a moft agreeable intimacy and frequent intercourfe, which I en- 
joyed with this accomplifhed blind gentleman, whilft he refided in 
Manchefter; I had an opportunity of repeatedly obferving the pecu- 
liar manner in which he arranged his ideas, and procured his informa- 
tion. Whenever he was introduced into company, I remarked, that 
he continued fome time filent. The found directed him to judge of the 
dimenfions of the room; and the different voices, of the number of 
perfons that were prefent ; his diftinction in thefe refpects was ver 
accurate ;-and his memory fo retentive, that he was feldom miftaken. 
Thave known him inftanily recognife a perfon, on firft bearing. him 
fpeak, though more than two years had elapfed fince the time of their 
laft meeting. Hedetermined, pretty nearly, the ftature of thofe he 
was {peaking with, by the direction of their voices ; and he made to- 
lerable conjectures refpeing their tempers and difpofitions, by the 
manner in which they conducted their converfation. 


* And, fince that period ,in different parts of the United States. 
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It muft be obferved, that this gentleman’s eyes were not totally 
infenfible to intenfe light. The rays when refracted through a prifm, 
and fufficiently vivid, produced certain diftinguifhed effects on them. 
The red gave him a difagreeable fenfation, which he compared to 
the touch of afaw. As the colours declined in violence, the harth- 
nefs leflened, and the yreen aiforded a fenfation, that was highly 
plealing to him ; and which he defcribed, as conveying an idea, fimi- 
lar to that which he felt in running his hand over fmooth polifhed fur- 
faces. Polifhed furfaces, meandering ftreams, and gentle declivities, 
werc the figures by which he exprefled his ideas of beauty. Rugged 
rocks, irregular points, and boifterous elements, furnifhed him with 
expreffions tor terror and difguft. He excelled in the charms of con- 
verfation ; was happv in his allufions to vifual objects ; and difcourf- 
ed on the nature, beauty, and compofition of colours, with perti- 
nence and precifton. 

Dr. Moyes was a ftriking inftance of the power the human foul pof- 
fefles, of finding refources of fatisfaction, even under the moft rigo- 
rous calamities. Though involved in ever during darknefs, and ex- 
cluded from the charming views of filent or animated nature, though 
dependant on an undertaking for the means of his fubfiftence, the fuc- 
cefs of which was very precarious; in fhort, though deftitute of o- 
ther fupport than his genius, and under the mercenary protection of 
a perfon whofe integrity he fufpeced, ftill Dr. Moyes was generally 
cheerful and apparently happy. Indeed it muft afford much pleafure 
to the feeling heart, to obferve this hilarity of temper prevail, alm 
univerfally, with the blind. Though cut’off from the ways of men, 
and the contemplation of the face Bovine, they have this confolation ; 
they are exempt from the difcernmeént, and contagious influence, of 
thofe painful emotions of the foul, that are vifible on the countenance, 
and which hypocrify itfelf can fcarcely conceal. This difpofition 
likewife may be confidered, as an internal evidence of the native 
worth of the human mind; that thus fupports its dignity and cheer- 
fulnefs, under one of the fevereft misfortunes that can poffibly befall 
us. 


POO OP OK OP OS OO — 
Metuop of purifying ComMoN SALT: 
(By the Earrt of Dunpdonatp.) 


= the falt that is to be purified be put into a conieal vedlel, 
:_g With a finail hole atthe bottom, and placed in a moderate heat- 
Pour a faturated folution of falt, boiling hot, into the veffel, and it will 
gradually pafs through the hole, diflolving and carrying with it nine 
tenths of the falts which rendered the common falt impure. Being 
already faturated with common falr, it cannot diffolve any more of 
it. A freth brine may be made, with the purified falt, and the pro- 
ecfs repeated, till the required degree of purity be obtained. 
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IMPARTIAL REVIEW 


OF LATE 


AL. merican Publications. 


fhe NEW-ENGLAND FARMER; 
or Georgical DICTIONARY: 


Containing a Compendious Account of the Waxs and METHODS ia 
which the moft important ART of HUSBANDRY, @ all 
its various branches, is, or may be, Pradtifed to the Greateft Advan- 
tage IN THIS CounTRY. By SAMUEL DEANE A.M. 
Fettow of the AMERICAN Acanemy of Arts aud SCIENCES. 
[Printed at Worcefter. Price one dollar and an half. ] 


-§ *HE author of this work difcovers a confiderable fhare of phi- 

lofophical information, an extenfive acquaintance with the bef 
writers on agriculture, and much laudable induftry in acquiring an 
experimental knowledge of his fubject. His book is recommended 
to the attention of the publick, by an agricultural committee of the 


American Academy of Arts and Sciences, with whom we heartily © 


concur as to its merits, and cheerfully give it our mite of recom- 
mendation. From Mr. Dean’s Introduction, whichis modeft, fenfi- 
ble, and patriotic, the following extracts are taken. 

'“ Perhaps, one occafion of the low efteem in which hufbandry has been held, may 
have been the poor fuccefs which has moft commonly attended the labours of thofe 
who have embraced the profeffion, Not only have moft of them failed of rapidly 
increafing their eftates by it, hut too many have had the mortification of making butan 

indifferent figure in life, even when they have ufed the ftricteft economy, and worn 

out their conftitutions by hard labour. The misfortune has been, that a great pro- 
portion of their toil has been loft by its mifapplication. To prevent this evil in fu- 
ture is a leading defign of the prefent publication.” 

“Furopean books on agriculture are fufficiently plenty in the world, fome of which 
are extremely well written; and this country is not wholly unfurnifhed with them. 
But they are not perfectly adapted to a region fo differently circumitauced. Though 
Englifh writers may be perufed by the judicious to great advantage, it would be une 
advifable, and perhaps ruinous, for our farmers to adopt the methods of culture, ia 
grofs, which they recommend to their countrymen. Local circum{tances fo wide- 
ly differ in the two countries, that, in many cafes, the right management in the one 
nuit needs be wrong in the other. Britain being generally liable to tou much wet- 
nefs, the Englifh methods of culture muft in many refpedts be different from. thofe 
of a region that is moftly annoyed, as ours is, with the oppofite extremity of t. 
Difference of heat and cold muft require a correfpondent variatiun in the fuitable 
crops and management. Difference of feafonsand climates alter the time for fowing 
the fame kinds of feed; and the manures that prove to be moft profitable in one coun- 
try, cannot always be rationally expected to prove fo in another, although they were 
equally obtainable.” 

“The author attempted to arrange the parts of bis fubje@ analytically. But the va- 
tlety of the materials he had collected was fo great, and their heterogereoufnefs fo 
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obvious, that he found it not eafy to do it to his own fatisfaction ; which is one of 
the reafons why the book makes its appearance in the lexicographical form. And 
when he confiders that what he is doing is not principally for the inftruStion of cri- 
tical fcholars, but for the direétion of the common people, it appears that the want 
of a fyftematical arrangement is a matter of no great confequence.”’ 

“lhe writer hashad more zealand courage in attempting to promote improvements 
in agriculture, fince the happy termination of the late war, than before. Our hold- 
ing the rank of a free and independent nation allows us to confider the country as 
indifputably our own, and ourfelves as monarchs over our farms, Nor does it ap- 
pear probable, that we fhall foon meet with any thing that will give us a materi- 
al interruption, in purfuing the arts, or enjoying the bleflings of peace. If great 
improvements were now to be made, we might have reafon to hope we fhould enjoy 
the benefit of them through life, and that pofterity would not be deprived of them. 

But the moft forcible reafon for our cultivating this art, is the indifpenfible necef- 
fity of it, to enable us to live as becomes an independent people. The alarming ef- 
fect of the prefent low ftate of hufbandry is, that we are neceflitated to,import much 
of our food and clothing, while we are incapable of making proportionable remit- 
tances in the produce of the foil, or in any thing elfe. What then could have been 
expected, but that the money we had in circulation at the end of the war, would 
be fo diminifhed in two or three years, as to reduce us to fuch a lamentable want 
of it, as has been generally complained of? And what expedicnt in our power can 
be thought of, that is fufficient to deliver us from this horrible grievance ? As a 
good fy{tem of national government is now eftablifhed, I fee no reafon to doubt but 
that a fpirited attention to hufbandry and manufactures, accompanied with a more 
general practice of frugality and economy, would do it effectually ; fo that fuch a 
foundation would be laid for our increafing wealth, that we fhould be able, in & fhort 


time, to cancel our public debts; and might reafonably hope, ere long, to become an 


opulent, refpectable, and very powerful natien.” 
We fhall now proceed to extrac a few articles ; fuch as appear to 


be the moft interefting to our agricultural readers, and beft calculat-. 


ed to give a juft {pecimen of the work. In doing this, we fhall not 
always give the whole of an article, but fhall occafionally take ab- 
ftracts of fome, and abridge others, for the fake of giving as much 
ufeful information as poffible, in our narrow limits. 


AGRICULTURE, “ Though other emyloyments are oftentimes more lucrative to. 
individuals than hufbandry, none can be fo advantageous to the world. If it is a 


flower way of gaining wealth than fome others, it is perhaps the leaft hazardous of 
any. The farmer depends not on winds and waves, like the mariper; nor on the 
goed willof his neighbours and the publick, for employment and bread, like the me- 
chanick. The bufinefs is highly adapted to promote the hea!th ef the body, and the 
cheerfulnefs of the mind. And if it were better underftood in this country, and 
more fpiritedly purfued, both the pleafure and the profit attending it would be great- 
er than we have yet experienced. It is an employment which affords a variety of en- 
tertaining fpeculations to an inquifitive mind ; and is adapted to lead us intoa confi- 
derable acquaintance with the works of nature.” 

“In a philofophic view, Agriculture is great and extenfive. In a political view, it 
is important, and perhaps the only firm and ftable foundation of greatnefs. Asa 
profeffion, it ftrengthens the mind, without enervating the body. In morals, it 
tends to increafe virtue, without introducing vice. In rcligion, it naturally infpires 
piety, devotion, and a dependence on providence, without a tincture of infidelity. 


It is a rational and agreeable amufement to the man of leifure, and a boundlefs fource. 


of contemplation and a@ivity to the induftrious.”’ 

ASHES, “ Afhes are commonly accounted a manure moft fuitable for low and moik 
lands. <A cold and four {pot certainly needs them more than any other. But I have 
found them to be good in al! forts of foil. 

They are not only a valuable manure, but an exccllent antidote to the rapacioul- 
nefs of wormsand infects. Therefore they are a more proper manure for all thole 
plants whieh are liable to fuffer by worms and infeéts; fuch as cabbages, turnips, cU- 


cumbers, melons, peas, and other pulfe. They thould be fpread evenly, and not is. 


tvo great quantity. 
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Afhes in their full ftrength are certainly be? for manure; and they will not be in 
full ftrength, unlefs they be kept dry ; nor will it be eafy to dpread them properly. 
And they fhould not be laid on lands long before there are roots to be nourifhed by 
them, left the rains rob them of their falts. A few bufhels on an acre are a good 
drefling for grafs lands that are low, and inclining to be mofly. But afhes from which 
ley has been drawn have no fmall degree of virtue in them. The earthy particles are 
but little diminifhed ; and fome of the faline particles remain. 

A handful of athes, laid about the roots of Indian corn, is good to quicken its ve- 
gps But much of it fhould not be in contaét with the ftalks. ‘The beft time 

or giving corn this drefling, is thought to be juit before the fecond or third hoe- 
ing: But fome do it before the firft, and even before the plants are up. Like other 
top-dreflings, it is of moft fervice when applied at the time when plants need 
the greateft quantity of nourifhment. This happens in Indian corn when the plants 
are juft going to fend out ears and {pindles.” 

BARLEY, a well known grain of which malt is made. In fome countries it is 

alfo much ufed for bread. If it be kept long before grinding, it will be the better 
for this ufe, as acertain bitter tafte, which it has when new, is abated by age. —Bar- 
ley is accounted cooling and deterfive ; a broth of it is therefore given to perfons 
in fevers: But it muft be hulled before it is fit for this ufe. 
_ Itis a fort of corn very fuitable for this region, as it feems liable to no diftemper in 
our northerly part of Maflachufetts efpecially ; bears the drought well, and never fails 
of yielding acrop. It will grow in any foil: Even a foil fo clayey that it is fit for 
fearcely any other grain, will anfwer well fur this, as T have found by long experience. 
But it does better on fome other foils 

It fhould be fowed as early as the feafon and foil willadmit- About the beginning 
of May is a fuitable time. ‘The quantity of feed for an acre is two bufhels, if the 

in be fmal!; if larger, more in proportion. The ground fhould have two plow- 
ings at leaft. It fhould be well harrowed after fowing ; and then a roller paffed over 
it, to clofe the foil about the corns, that they may not fail of vegetating. And roll- 
ing prepares the furface for mowing the crop, and raking it up clean, which is a 
matter of great importance. : 

“ T thould have obferved, that barley mutt be fowed foon after plowing, left the 
moifture of the foil be teo much evapurated. It being a dry hufky grain, a confider- 
able degree of moifture is requifite to make it vegetate. Ifthe ground fhould be very 
dry at fowing time, and the feafon late, fteeping the feed in ley would not be amifs.’’ 

“ Some have got an epinion, that barley fhould be harvefted before it is quite ripe. 
Though the flour may bea little whiter, it fhrinks fo much, that the crop feems to 
be greatly wafted by early cutting. No grain, I think, requires more ripening than 
this; and it is not apt to fhatter out when it is very ripe. It fhould be threfhed 
foon after harveiting : and much beating, after it is cleared from the ftraw, is 
needful to get off the beards.” 

BURNET, a valuable perennial plant, which has lately been brought into ufe asa 
grais for feeding cattle, by Mr Roque, in the neighbourhood of London Several 
Englifh farmers have teftified from their experience concerning it, that it gtows and 
flourifhes well even on the pooreit and drieft of fandy and gravelly foils ;—that 
an acre will yield three loads of hay, by cutting it twice in a year, or more than for- 
ty buthels of feed ;—that, the feed is better for horfes than oats, and the ftraw, af- 
ter it is thrafhed, equal to the be/t of common hay ;—that it continues in perfect ver- 
dure, and even growing during the winter ;—that it affords excellent winter pafture 
for cattle aud horfes ; and that it makes cows give an extraordinary quantity of the 
beft tafted milk. 

I have have- had a bed of this grafs for two years paft on a hungry fand. It has 
gtown luxuriantly, the ftems rifing to the height of three feet ; and the feeds ripen- 
ed the year it was fowed, though it was not fowed tillthe end of May. The feeond 
year the feeds ripened, I think, in June. ‘The feverity of our winter froft neither kil- 

any of it, nor fo much as altered the verdure of the ftems or leaves Some of it was 
cut up and given to cattle, as foon as the fnow was off, which they eat very greedily. 

I think this plant bids fair to be a profitable grafs in this country, where froit ec- 
cafions the confining our ftocks to dry fodder for fix or feven menths. For on a paf- 
ture of this grafs, cattle horfes and fheep, may feed till the ground is covered with 
fhow ; and again in the fpring, as foon as the ground is bare. 
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It is alfo excellent for foiling, or to give green to cattle in racks; and when it is 
made into hay, the leaves are not apt to crumble, or any part of the hay to be wafted. 

They who with to propagate this grafs, may be affured, that there is not the leaft 
difficulty in doing it: For it is not only a moft hardy plant, but 1 have not found it 
to be at all liable to be hurt by any kind of infe&s: The Englifh farmers recom- 
mend keeping it clear of weeds during the firft fummer, or till it is fu large as to ces 
ver the ground. This may be done partly by harrowing . For asit isa ftrong tap- 
rooted plant, the teeth of the harrow will not injure the roots at all. 

CALF, “ When calves are defigned for veal, they thould be taken from the cow 
the next day after they are calved. Let them fuck enly two teats during the firf 
week ; three during the fecond ; and let them have the whole of the milk during the 
third and fourth weeks; and then kill them. If they have all the milk at firft, they 
will grow fo faft that they will foon need more than all : The natural confequence 
is, that they will grow lean, and not be fit for veal. Many kill them at three weeks 
old ; but the veal is not commonly fo good, and the fkins of calves fo young, aré 
of but little value.” 

C ANKER-W ORM, “ There are feveral experiments I could wifh to have tried, 
for fubduing thefe infe&s : Such as burning brimftone under the trees in a calm time; 
—or piling dry afhes round the roots of trees in the {pring ;—or throwing powder- 
ed quick-lime, or foot, over the trees when they are wet :—or fprinkling them about 
the beginning of June, with fea-water, or water in which wormwood, or walnut 
leaves, have been boiled ;—or with an infufion of elder, from which I fhould enter- 
tain great hopes of fuccefs. The liquid may be eafily applied to allthe parts of 4 
tree by a large wooden fyringe.” | 

“ J fhould fuppofe that the beft time for making trial of thefe methods would be 
foon after the worms are hatched: For at that ftage of their exiftence they are tender, 
and the more eafily killed.” 

“ But as tarring the trees is the beft antidote we yet know of, and as many per. 
fons of experience believe it is poflible that the infe&s may be thus quite prevented 
paffing up the trees, I fhall here give direftions how to perform it in the moft ef 
fectual manner.” 

“In the firft place, it is neceffary to begin the operation very early in the year. 
Not obferving this caution, has occafioned the want of fuccefs which many have com- 
plained of : For it is certain that the bugs will begin to pafs up as foon as the ground 
is fo much thawed, that they can extricate themfelves ; which is in fome years as ears 
ly as February. Therefore to make fure work, it is beft to begin as foon as the 
ground is bare of fnow in that month, that the firft thawing of the ground may not 
happen before the trees are prepared ; for, beginning after ever fo few of the infeds 
are gone up, the labour will all be loft.” 

“ Another thing to he obferved is, to fill the crevices of the bark with clay mortar, 
before the ftrip of canvafsis put on, that the infeéts may not find any pafiages for 
them under it.” 

“Having put on the ftrip, which fhonld be at leaft three inches wide, drawn it 
clofe, and ftrongly faftened the ends together, a thumb-rope of tow fhould be tied 
round the tree, clofe to the lower edge of the ftrip. The defign of doing this is, 
that the tar may not drip,ner rundown on the bark of the tree,which would injure it.” 

“* When all the trees of an orchard are thus prepared, let the ftrips be plentifully 
fmeared with cold tar, put on with a brufh. It fhould be renewed once a day with- 
out fail. “The beft time is foon after funfet ; becaufe the infe&ts are wont to pafs up 
in the evening, and the tar will not harden fo much in the night asin the day, be- 
caufe of the dampnefs of the air. The daily tafk muft be renewed, and performed 
with the greateft carc, till the latter end of May, or till the time when the hatching 
ef the worms is commonly over, which will be earlier or later, according to the 
difference of climate.” : 

“It is not lefs than about fifty years, fince this infe@ began its depredations in 
New-England, in the parts which had been longeft cultivated. But perhaps there is 
fome reafon to hope that providence is about to extirpate them : Fora kind of little 
bird has lately made its appearance in fome parts of the country, which feeds upom 
the canker-worms. Should thefe birds have a rapid increafe, the infeéts will be thin- 
ned, fo as to be lefs formidable, if not wholly deftroyed.” 

{Teo be continued ) 
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CHEMICAL and ECONOMICAL ESSAYS, 
By Joun PENINGTON. 


‘(Concluded from page 110.) 


phlogifton. The phenomena which occur in the calcination of 
metals, and in the reftoration of calces to their metallic ftate, have 
long been curious and difficult objects of inveftigation.—Dr. Stah]’s 
explanation of thofe phenomena is well known. He fuppofed every 
combuftible body to contain a principle of inflammability, which he 
named phlogifton; that every metal was compounded of a calx, or 
earth, /ui generis, and this phlogilten; and that in the procefs of cal- 
cination, the phlogifton, uniting with the air, left the calx in its fimple 
uucombined {tate. This theory received a confiderable degree of 
fupport, from the means ufed to reftore calces to their metallic ftate. 
Charcoal, or other inflammable fubftances, being fubjected to 
heat in contaét with a calx, produced a metal, which according to 
this theory, was a compound of the calx and the phlogifton of the in- 
flammable body.—But an infuperable objection to this doctrine was, 
that the calx of a metal was always found to be heavier than the me- 
tal itfelf. How this could happen from the /o/s of phlogifton, was 
not eafy to be comprehended. Dr. Black’s explanation was no lefs 
incomprehenfible. He fuppofed phiogifion to be what he called the 
principle of levity, which diminifhed the weight of bodies to which it 
was added, 

A different theory, brought forward by M. Lavoifier, but which 
appears to be of a much more ancient date,* feemed more fatisfactory. 
He found, by experiment, that a confiderable quantity of pure air 
was abforbed, during the procefs of calcination; and that the weight 
ofthe air abforbed, correfponded exactly with the increafe in the 
weight of the calx. Hence he concluded, that a metal was a fimple 
fubitance, and that a metallic calx wasa compound of a metal and pure 
air. The profelytes to this theory are numerous. Dr. Prieftly and 
Mr. Kirwan, however, ftill remain the champions of phlogifton. 
The former publifhed the refult of an experiment, which feemed, for 
fome time, to overthrow M. Lavoifier’s theory. He revived calx of 
lead by means of inflammable air, which it abforbed in pafling to a me- 
tallic flate. Thus, according to M. Lavoifier’s experiment, lead 
was produced by the addition of pure air to its calx ; but, according 
to that of Dr. Prieftly, by combining the calx with inflammable air. 
This chemical paradox remained unaccounted for, till after the pub- 
lication of Mr. Cavendifh’s experiments, by which water appeared 
to be a compound fubftance, produced by the combination of inflamma- 
ble with pure air. This difcovery enabled M. Lavoifier to remove 
many objections which had been urged againft his theory. With re- 
{pect to Dr. Prieftly’s experiment on calx of lead, which he revived 
by means of inflammable air, M. Lavoifier fuppofed, that the inflam- 


} SSAY VIII, is on the calcination of metals and the doétrine of 


* See an account of Dr. Mayow’s works, in the Afylum for February. 
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mable air united with the dephlogifticated air of the calx, and thus 
formed water, which had efcaped Ur. Prieftly’s notice. 

The controverfy refpecting phlogifton is ftill profecuted with great 
eagernefs ; and in the courfe of the numerous experiments to which 
it has given rife, many curious and ufeful difcoveries have been made ; 
which fhow that difputes on experimental fubjects are favourable to 
the promotion of philofophical knowledge. The great queftion in 
difpute however, remains ftill undetermined. 

Dr. Prieftly obtained fixed air from iron filings'and red precipitate, 
from which he fuppofed fixed air to be compofed of pure air and 
phlogifton ; from acomparifon of this with Mr. Cavendifh’s experi- 
ments our author obferves, that the component parts of water and /ix- 
ed air are the fame, differing only in proportion. He then proceeds 
to eftablifh a theory, to account for the phenomena of calcination, 
without exploding phlogifton, or contradicting the experiments ei- 
ther of Prieftly or Lavoifier. Having made fome obfervations on the 
probable exiftence of a principle analagous to the phlogifton of 
Stahl, in all combuftible bodies, he proceeds thus : 

We come now to our theory, affuming it as granted, that in every inflammable bo- 
dy there is a fubftance analagous to the phlogifton of Stahl; and I have fome reafon 
to believe, from fome experiments I myfelf have made upon the fubject, that when 
united to a very {mall quantity of dephlogifticated air, it forms the phlogifticated air 
of Dr. Pricfly; witha larger quantity, I think «water would be produced; with 4 
Kill larger quantity, it is probable the serial acid would be obtained ; and if a very 
{mali proportion of inflammable air (the elements of which | prefume are contained in 
all bodies) is united with a large quantity of dephlogifticated air, I am almoft convine- 
ed that the nitrous acid would be the produé&. Therefore, when a metai is heated in 
contact with vital or refpirable air, the inflammable air contained in the metal unites 
with this air, and the compound in this inftance is generally fixed air, though fome- 
times | fuppofe it may be water. this acid may have a very great tendency to unite 
with the metallic calx, and thus the weight may be encreafed, and 1 now offer it as 
an opinion, that ne man ever faw a pure metallic calx uncombined with any thing. 

But, if we miftake not, Dr. Prieftly has lately refufed his affent to 
Mr. Cavendifh’s doctrine refpecting water. Should this be over- 
thrown, M. Lavoifier’s doctrine, and our author’s theory, will be de- 
prived of their chief fupport. 

In Eflay IX, our author treats of the analyfis of ores by folution. 
The mode of analyzing here laid down, will be fufficient for the pur- 
pofe of difcovering whether an ore contains metal, and for diftinguith- 
ing the ores of the different metals from one another; but experi- 
ments of a different nature will be neceflary, when the value of an 
ore, or the quantity of metal which is contained in a given quantity 
of it, is tobe afcertained. 

Effay X, contains directions for obtaining the regulus of antimony, 
by feparating it from the fulphur with which it is combined in the 
crude aniimony. 


Take any quantity of coarfely powdered antimony, and one fourth of its weight 
of powdered fea falt, put them in a crucible furnifhed with a cover, into a furnace 
that will raife a confiderable degree of heat ; as foon as the crucible appears of a bright 
red colour, add as much by weight of fall nails (iron being a fubftance having 4 
greater attraction to the fulphur) as the antimony put in ; cover up the crucible, aD 
let it land on the fire a few minutes longer; it may be then taker out, and ftruck 
gently while cooling, that the regulus may the better get to the bottom, when cold, 
the regulus will be found at the bottom, and the fcoria, or drofs, adhering above it, 
from which it may be feparated by the ftroke of anhammer. The regulus thvs 
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obtained is pretty pure. I have made regulus equally good, by fubftituting an article 
otherwife ufelefs, for the nails, which will much diminifh the price of the regulus, I 
mean the refufe clippings of tin, univerfally thrown away by our tin-men im this city ; 
thefe could be obtained for a trifle given to their boys to fave them, and the nails will 
coft ten pence or a fhillings per pound, which makes the regulus come fo high, that it 
will be made by that siteels to confidcrable lofs; thus, by fubftituting even half the 
weight of thefe clippings of tin for the iron, and conducting the procefs as laid down 
above, we obtain a regulus equally pure, and nearly at one halfthe expence I have 
made it in this way feveral times, and can venture to affert that there are few pro- 
cefles in chemiftry more eafy, and in which fuccefs is more uniformly certain. 

1 am told that type-founders in and near this city frequently fird it very difficult to 
procure the regulus of antimony at any rate; I would recommend thefe to make fome 
experiment for themfelves; for | am confident, that in a good large iron pot, well 
lined with the materials of which the crucibles are made (i. ¢. clay and fand) and 
firft made red hot, fixty or feventy pounds might be made in the {pace of four or five 
hours. 

The regulus, when broken, fhews a ftarlike appearance on its furface, and this the 
type founders and other artifts hold to he an infallible fign of its purity ; but, I think 
it is erroneous, for I have feveral times had fpecimens of very pure regulus, which did 
not fhew this ftarlike appearance, though upon being melted, aud fuffered to cool again, 
it had the ftarry chryftallization ; and I am far from being certain that the regulys 
would net have this ftarry appearance, even when {till combined with a little fulphur. 

In Eflay XI, directions are given for manufacturing Prufhian blue. 
A number of experiments are related, and accompanied with obfer- 
vations on the theory of the procefs, and of the colouring matter. 

Effay XII, contains a procefs for making the patent yellow. Our 
author tells us, that he firft difcovered the component parts of this 
beautiful pigment to be calx of lead and marine acid, by analyzing it. 

We fear the prejudice complained of in the following extract, is 
too generally prevalent in the United States. ‘ 

It muft furprize us to find the patent yellow ftill imported, when it could be made 
here by any workman who ufes great fires, with but little time and attention, with- 
out neglecting any other bufinefs. Whofoever wifhes to make it here would do 
well to imitate the Englifh as much as poffible ; he fhould not alter it in colour, even if 
he could improve it, for I found that fuch of my fpecimens of the patent yellow on- 
ly, were admired by our painters, which refembled the Englifh, whilft one in par- 
ticular, which, by unprejudiced men of tafte, was thought far fuperior to the im- 
ported, they efteemed but litt!e : nay, if poffible, 1 would even caft it in moulds exact- 
ly like theirs, and, in fact, | would conceal it from as many as! could, that it was 
made in America, I bluth for my country, when! confefs that the rage for imported 
articles has not yet fubfided ; aud a rational chemift, efpecially, will {mile when he 
fhall be informed, that many infift upon it that American Glauber’s falt will not o- 
perate as powerfully as that made in Europe. 

Effay XIII, is on the manufacturing of fulphur, green vitriol, and 
vitriolic acid. 

The ore called iren pyrites, which is a native combination of ful- 

\phur and iron, is found in large quantities in different parts of the 
United States ; fo that we are furnifhed with the means of manufac- 
turing both fulphur and we vitriol, in ourown country. An en- 
gtaving of a furnace, and other neceflary apparatus for manufactur- 
ing fulphur, was publifhed in the Columbian Magazine for September, 
1789. To this our author refers. He doubts whether fulphur would 
be a profitable article of manufacture in America. With refpec to 
the manufacture of green vitriol, he is more fanguine. This, though 
a cheap fubftance, is much in demand ; and will be ftill more fo as our 
woollen manufactories, and confequently the bufinefs of dying, increafe. 
The procefs for obtaining it is fo deals, that the moft ignorant are 
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adequate to the undertaking. Nothing more than mere combuftion 
of the ore is neceflary. By the application of heat, the vitriolic acid 
of the fulphur is detached from the phlogifton, with which it was com- 
bined in chat fubftance; and, uniting with the iron of the pyrites, 
forms copperas, or green vitriol. 

The great expence of obtaining vitriolic acid, from the combuf- 
tion of fulphur with nitre, has givenrife to numerous fpeculations for 
difcovering fome mode of fupplying the fulphur with air to fupport 
combultion, without nitre. Our author endeavoured to fupply the 
air with a pair of bellows, but in vain; as the fumes of the fulphur 
were to be carried by pipes into two jars filled with water, he found, 
that the column of water in the jars formed too powerful a refiftance 
to the working of the bellows. He defcribes an improvement on this 
plan, and refers to a plate for the improved apparatus, but there is 
no fuch plate in the whole book. We find that he recommends the 
application of fteam; but for want of the plate we are left in the 
dark, as tohis manner of employing it. 

Eflay XIV, contains fome ingenious obfervations on the manufac- 
ture of foap. 

All unctuous oils combine chemically with alkaline fubftances, efpecially the fixed 
alkali, and form foaps. I fay it is a chemical combination, though perhaps lefs perfec 
than fome others, becaufe there is an alteration in the fenfible properties of the two 
component parts of the foap, for the alkali, or ley, has loft its corrofive acrid tafte, 
and although the oil itill appears fomewhat greafy to the feel, yet it is now rendered 
foluble in water, and has loit the property of greafing linen, or other things of that 
kind, for it will even take out greafe fpots from cloths very effectually. 

The procefs of making foap is fufficiently fimple, and well known. <A quantity 
of ley is made from wood afhes, pot-ath, foda, or any other fixed alkaline fait, made 
ftronger by quick-lime, the unctuous wil is added to it, and they are boiled together 
for fome time, until the whole mixture appears of the confiftence of melted glue; if 
it is then taken off and fet to cool, we have a foap very different in qualities, accord- 
ing to the alkali made ufe of; if the ley was made from wood-afhes, fuch as the 
afhes of oak and hickory weod, or from pot-afh, which contain only a vegetable alkali, 
we invariably get /oft /oap, if foda was made ufe of, that is, the alkali got from the 
afhes ef plants growing near the fea fhore, called the foflil or mineral alkali, we 
fhall always get bard /foap. 

About two years ago, I laid before the Medical Society of this city a memoir on 
the formation of Sard foap, when the vegetable alkali is ufed, and there endeavoured 
to prove that when /ea fa/t was put into the (ft foap, a double decompofition actual- 
ly took place, contrary to the ideas of many perfons, and even of fome chemitts, 
who fuppofed, that as fea falt required a confiderable quantity of water for its folu- 
tion, it took that water from the foft foap, and left it in the ftate of hard foap; this 
idea I fuppofed at that time to be entirely new, but I find that Mr. Nicholfon in- 
troduced it into the fecond edition of his Syftem of Philofophy, which appeared in 
this city two months before I read my effay to the Medical Society, but I declare that 
I had not at that time feen that book: Mr. Nicholfon fuppofes, that the fea falt an- 
f{wers both the purpofe of a double decompofition and of drawing the water off from 
the foap, but I cannot agree with him in the laft fuppofition, When fea falt is added 
to foft foap, a double eleive attraction, and of courfe a double decompofition, enfues ; 
the marine acid of the fea falt combines with the vegetable alkali of the foft foap, and 
at the fame inftant gives up the fofi/ alkali, which it contains, to the unctuous oil, 
which two laft fubftances form bard foap ; it is therefore the practice to add a certain 
quantity of the fea falt to the foft foap when boiling, and when cold, the hard foap 
will form a cake, on the top of the kettle, or whatever veffel it may have been boiled in. 

Our author adduces a number of arguments to prove that the 


decompofition he mentions actually takes place ; and that the falt an- 
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fwers no other purpofe than that of merely giving up its foffil alkali 
to the oil, and thus forming hard foap. 

Every perfon knows that hard water (as it is commonly called) 
will not anfwer for wafhing. Of this we have the following theory, 
in the eflay before us : 

When foap is mixed with certain kinds of water, called berd waters, a decompofi- 
tion of it happens, and tke oil or the fat being difengaged, it floats on the water, and 
is in a condition to exert all the properties it had before combination; hence it grea- 
fes any thing that is wafhed with it. The sardne/s of water is moft commonly ow- 
ing to two caufes, either fixed air, or an earthly falt : and I have great reafon to be- 
lieve, that in this city, the fixed air diflolved in water, isthe moft common canfe. It 
is unneceflary to offer any arguments, in the prefent improved ftate of chemical know- 
ledge, to thew that fixed air-is an acid, and it is alfo equally well known that all acids 
have a greater attraction to all alkalies than oils have, hence the fixed air is able to 
unite with the alkali of the foap, and to leave its oil uncombined. 

We would conclude, frem theory, that whatever would deftroy ‘the acidity of the 
fixed air, would purify the hard water, and experiment proves our fuppofitien right ; 
for when rain, river, or fpring water, from certain circumftances, cannot be got, 
I have found that pot-af, added to common pump water, in the {mall proportion of 
a quarter of a pound to twenty gallons, will make it as foft as any water whatever, 
and equally ufeful for every purpofe. 


When foap is decompofed by fixed air, the alkali and the fixed air 
unite, forming a neutral falt ; called by chemifts, aerated fofil alkali. 
Mr. Beaume, a French chemift, fuppofed that he found borax formed 
in foap water, which had been expofed to the air for a confiderable 
length of time. This fuppofition our author has proved, by experi- 
ment, to be erroneous. ‘The fixed air of the atmofphere combined 
with the foffil alkali of the foap, and formed aerated, fofil alkali, a falt 
in many refpeéts fimilar to dorax. . 

In Eflay XV, fome ideas are fuggefted on the caufe of the change 
of colour in growing vegetables. 

Eflay XVI, contains explanations of the chemical terms ufed in the 
preceding Effays. 

We have now given an account of the feveral eflays in this volume, 
excepting one on Fermentation, a review of which was publifhed in the 
Afylum for June, 1790. We think that fome of thefe eflays merit the 
attention of the young chemift; and that others of them may be read 
with advantage, by the chemical artift. 

Gladly would we clofe onr obfervations, without one unfavourable 
remark ; but impartiality and candour demand, that where we have 
been defirous to praife, as far as praife was due, we fhould cenfure, 
with freedom, what is glaringly amifs.—It were to be withed that 
our author had endeavoured to write more correétly ; and that he 
had not been fo much difpofed to claim the merit of originality. Some 
of thofe theories and experiments which he calls origina/, and of 
which he fpeaks in very confident terms, have been long and gener- 
ally known. We might here defcend to particulars, but a fingle in- 
ftance may fuffice. In page 199, an experiment to afcertain the pre- 
fence of fugar in the blood, by means of the nitrous acid, is pub- 
lithed as a difcovery of our author. The very fame kind of experi- 
ment is mentioned by Fourcroy, London edition, 1788, vol. 4, page 
295, to which we beg leave to refer the reader. ! 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


T° 2°T AN US. 


N the firft volume of the Trax/attions of the Cafarean and Royal 
Academy of Surgery at Vienna, is a diflertation on the tetanus, by 
M. Plenk The obfervations of this author, and the cafes he relates, 
ftrongly confirm Dr. Ruh’s theory of the caufe of tetanus, and efta- 
blith the efficacy of his mode of cure. M. Plenk applies warm ftimu- 
lant dreffings, and gives bark in large quantities internally. To the 
bark he attributes the chief influence; but opium, in his opinion, af- 
fifts its efficacy. In one or two cafes, he tells us, mercury appeared to 
be ufeful. 

In the /econd volume of the Medical memoirs of London a cafe of teta- 
nus, which was cured by eleétricity, is related; and alfo a cafe, in 
which a remarkable fpafmodic affection, from the puncture of a pin, 
was cured by the liberal ufe of laudanum, (1170 drops in 24 hours.) 
It appears that the ravages of: the tetanus have been leflened in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, but particularly in the Weft-Indies, by a- 
dopting Dr. Rufh’s mode of treating that difeafe. 


; FOSSIL ALKALI. 

Mr. Keir, author of the New Chemical Dictionary, it is faid, ob- 
tains the foffil alkali, by decompofing marine falt witha metallic calx; 
and Mr. Turner obtains it in his manufaéory, of a yellowith colour, 
by decompofing fea falt with a calx of lead. M.Scheele and others have 
fhewn, that neutral falts which have the fixed alkali for their bafe may 
be decompofed by lime, but the decompofition is only a partial one. 
The following procefs for obtaining this valuable article, in a pure 
ftate, has lately been publifhed in Germany, by M.Couret. “ Take 
of the Epfom falt of Lorrain (a kind of Glauber’s falt) eight ounces, 
and of purified alkali of tartar three ounces and an eighth; diflolve 
thefe together in pure water, evaporate the folution toa due degree, 
and cryftallize ; beautiful cryftals of mineral alkali will be obtained, 
and alfo a tartar of vitriol which will be ufefal in medicine.” This 
mode, we fear, would be too expenfive. In Great Britain, applica- 
tion was made to parliament, fome years fince, for a remiflion of the 
duty on falt. By this, the applicants faid they would be enabled to 
manufacture the foffil alkali, fo as to fell ic at the market price. The 
Analytical Reviewers, who mention this circumftance, afk what has 
been done in this bufinefs by parliament? Thefe facts we have 
collected, with a view to excite the attention of our American chemitts 
to this important fubjec. 





MECHANISM or SPEECH. 

Mr. von Kempelen, of Vienna, after long and diligent enquiry in- 
to the mechanifm of fpeech, has framed an image capable of articulat- 
ing any founds that may be required. He has publifhed propofals for 
Pewee by fubf-ription, an account of this curious piece of mechan- 
ifm, and of his enquiry into the nature of {peech. 
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Columbian 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Av ODE, on the progres of enlighten- 


ed FREEDOM. 


RECITATIVE. 


ESPOTS! though feated on yourra- 
diant thrones, 
Reafon, at length, your tyranny difowns ; 
And Freedom her extended’ fway fhall 
boatt, 
From Lapland’s dreary ‘clime to China’s 
coaft. 
AIR. 
Hark! her vojce is heard by all— 
“ Monarchs to your truft be true.” 
Art fhall never more enthral 
‘Thofe, who long have bow’d to you. 
Splendid crowns although ‘ye wear, 
Yet thofe crowns the people gave. 
Still the loyal fubje& hear, 
And defpife the venal flave.’ 


RECITATIVE. 
That voice, which by the weftern world 
was heard, 
By the whole worid fhall fhortly be re- 
ver'd. 
Defpots fhall liften to the glorious call ; 
Orfrom their hands their uftlefs f{ceptres 
fall. ‘ 
AIR. 
Nations to conqueft have afpir’d, - 
By. av’rice or ambition fir’d; 
And hiftory’s pages oft defcribe 
¢ rage of many a favage tribe, 
‘Who perpetrated horrid crimes, 
Blafting with wrath the faireft climes. 


RECITATIVE. 
But who on war fhall madly now be bent, 
Since induftry can furnifh true content; 
Commerce her fail with cheerfulnefs ex- 
pands, Sea ; 
And {preads her influence o’er remotel 
lands. 
AIR. 
Hail feience! to thy laws we bend, 
Thou truly univerfal friend ! 


Unt. Asyx. Vol. VI, No, 3. 


E 


Parnafliad. 


Thou prejudices canft difmifs, 

And link the world in bands of blifs ; 
Proving the great Creator’s plan, 
That man fhould aid his brother man, 


RECITATIVE. 
Philanthropy! thy cheering light be- 


OW ; 
With double luftre, mild religion, glow ; 
May charity, thy handmaid, gladden 
earth, 
And prove to evry land her heavenly 
birth ! 
ATR. 


Be the trumpet of war heard.no more 3 
Let concord eternally reign; 

Whilft commerce adorns each fhore, , . 
With peace and good faith in her 

train. any & peated 

The ftar brightly fhines in the weft, 
Whofe luftre fhall charmall mankind; 

And tell them, they all may be bleft, 
If truly to virtue inclin’d. 


Philad. 179%. 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 


Anacatontic ODE, on the approach of 
SPRING; 1791. 


a as from our plains retire; 
Seek the regions of the north ; 
And, combin’d with Hecla’s fire, 
Let thy terrors fally forth. 
Near the bleakgand ftormy pole 
Be thy tempeits heard to roll. 


Midft the glow of boreal flame,* 
Fix a while thy horrid throne; 
There fupreme dominion claim ; 
There, unrivall’d, rule alone ; 
And, one fcourge of man defign’d, 
With thy chains the Baltic bind. 


Ranging far, with cruel hafte, 
Greenland feels thy endlefs froft; 
And Siberia’s dreary wafte 
Now by beafts alone is crofs’d; 


* Aurora borealis. 
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186 Parnafiad. 


Whilft th’ appointed power of day 
Scarcely fhines, with feeble ray. 


But thy fury now fubfides— 
Southward as thy eps advance, 
Rivers own again their tides; 
Ocean wakes, as from a trance. 
Billows, milder than thy rage, 
With refounding hhores engage. 


Winter ! we fhould fearcely mourn, 
Who thy terrors feldom feel ; 

Spring again fhall foon return, 
And unnumber’d joys reveal, 

Harbingers of genial fpring, 

Birds again fhall fweetly fing. 


See the happy hours at hand; 

_ Promifers of ev’ry blifs; 

Mirth ! again our {miles command; 
Induftry! thy fears difmifs ; 

Gratitude ! to echoing tkies 

Let thy loud Hofannas rife. 


Delaware! thy waves again 
Gently flow with ufeful pride ; 

Mildly new they feek the main; 

" Mildly now, returning glide, 

Commerce tvo exulting fees 

Many a fail invite the breeze. 


Hufbandmen! for toil prepare ; 
Earth expects the honour'd plough, 
Ufefui arts can banifh care ; 
All to ufeful arts thould bow. 
Whilf each active bofom glows, 
Toil adds rapture to repofe. 


All fhould hail returning fpring, 
Nature’s univerfal friend— 
Thus whilft vales and mountains ring, 
To the ftrains man fhould attend, 
And, with grateful heart and voice, 
in the general peal rejoice. 


Philad, 1791. 
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An Exreey to the memory of th Ame- 
RICAN VOLUNTEERS, who fell in 
the engagement at Lexington, on the 19th. 
April 1775. 


( By a young Lady of Eighteen, } 


.r. joy be dumb, let mirth’s gay ca- 
rol ceafe, 
Sce plaintive forrew come bedew'd with 
tcars, 


With mournful fteps retires the chereb 
Peace, 
And horrid War with all his train ap- 


pears. 


He comes, and crimfon flaughter marks 
his way. 

Stern famine follows in his vengeful tread, 

Before him pleafure, hope, and love, de- 
cay, 

And meek-ey’d mercy hangs the droop- 
ing head. 


Fled like a dream are thofe delightful 
hours, 

When here with innocence and peace we 
rov'd, 

Secure, and happy, in our native howers, 

—_*> the prefence of the youths we 
ov'd. 


The blow is ftruck, which thro’ each 
future age, 
Shall call from Pity’s eye the frequent 
tear; 


Which gives the brother to the brother’s 


rage, 
And dyes with Britif blood, the Britié 
{pear. 


Where c’er the barb’rous ftory fhall be 
told, 
The Britifh cheek hall glow with confci- 
ous fhame, 
This deed in bloody characters enroll’d, 
Shall ftain the luitre of their former name. 


But you, ye brave defenders of our 

caufe, 

The firft in this dire conteft call’d to 
bleed, 

Your names hereafter crown’d with juf 
applaufe, 

Each manly breaft, with joy-mixt woe, 
fhall read; 


Your memories dear to every free-bora 
mind, 

Shall need no monument your fame to 
raife, 

For ever in our grateful hearts enfhrin’d; 

And bleft by your ynited country’s 
praife. 


But O, permit the mufe, with grief fin 
cere, 
The widow’s heart-felt anguish to bemoan, 
To join the fifter’s, and the orphan’s tear, 
Whom this fad day from all they lov'd 
has torn : 





~—J be 


oo 


Parnafiad. 


Bie be this humble ftrain if it im- 


parts, 

The dawn of peace, to but one penfive 
breatft, 

If it can hufh one figh that rends your 
hearts, 

Or lull your forrows to a fhort liv’d reft, 


But vain the hope, too weil this bofom 
knows 
How faint is glory’s voice to nature’s 


calls ; 

How weak the balm the laurel wreath 
beftows, 

Te heal our breafts, when love or friend- 
fhip falls. 


Yet think they in their country’s caufe 

expir’d, 

While guardian angels watch’d their part- 
ing fighs, 

Their dying breafts with conftancy in- 
fpir’d, 

And bade them welcome to their native 
fkies. 


Our future fate is wrapt in darkeft 

gloom, 

And threat’ning clouds, from which their 
fouls are free’d, 

Eer the big tempeft burfts they prefs the 
tomb, 

Not doom’d to fee their much-lew’d coun- 
try bleed. 


O let fuch thoughts as thefe affuage 
your grief, 
And flop the tear of forrow as it flows, 
Till Time’s all powerful hand fhall yield 
relief, 
And thed a kind oblivion e’er your woes 


But Oh, thou Being infinitely juft, 
Whole boundlefs eye with mercy looks 
on all, 
On thee alone thy humble people truft, 
On thee alone for their deliv’rance call. 


Long did thy hand unnumber'd blef- 
fings fhower, 
And crown our land with liberty and 
peace, 
Extend, O Lord, again thy faving pew- 


er, 
And bid the horrors of invafion ceafe. 


But if thy awful wifdom has decreed, 
t we feverer evils yet fhall know, 
By thy Almighty juftice doom’d to bleed, 
And deeper drink the bitter draughts of 
woe, 


187 
oO great. oe, Heaven, that conftancy of 


mun 
Which over adverfe fortune rifes fill; 
Unthaken faith, calm fortitude refign’d, 
And full fubmiffion te thy holy will. 


To Thee, Eternal Parent, we refign 
Our men caufe, and on thy wifdom 
reft, 
With grateful hearts we blefs thy power 
divine, 


And own, refign’d, “ Whatever is, is bef.” 
SYLVIA. 
Philadelphia, May 177°. 








FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM 
The CRA W of FASHION; a new Song. 


ASHION! mayeft ou ever reign 
In each city ; on each plain! 
Lying rouge we now defpife, 
Cufhions ceafe to fcale the tkies ; 
Tafte ordains a newer law, 
And eftablithes the Craw. 


What was beauty’s flowing hair ? 
What, an eafy hoes and air? 
Beauty, fhape, nay fenfe muft yield 
Beaten from the well-fought field, 
Even Cord, afham’d, withdraws, 
And obeys fuperior Craws. 


Beaming eyes, and glowing lips! 
Fafhion muft your charms. eclipfe. 
Once the advocates of love 
Prais'd the fleeknefs of the dove. , 
Now they more admire the daw, 
And revere the {welling Craw. 


We have heard that belles had hearts; 
But, difguis’d by fafhion’s arts, 

(So commands imperial ton) 

Bofoms foon they will difown. 

Yet a moment let us paufe 
Who will then admire their Craws ? 





Beaaty / with true luftre thine; 

All will own thee half divine : 

If to reafon thou fhould’ft bend, 

Truth will own thee reafon’s friend. 
Study to preferve applaufe— 

Maids have Bofoms j——Geefe hay Crews, 


P, 
Philadelphia, March, 179 
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188. | 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 
SINCERITY; A Poem. 
Addref7d to CLARA. 


he mufe no compliments to Clara 
pays; 

The maid has fenfe, and {corns deceitful 
lays. 

When a weak bard exerts his feeble 
vein, 

And “ Angel,” “ Godde/s,” glitters in each 
ftrain, 

She ne’er is known the poem to rehearfe, 

And treats alike the poet, and his verfe. 

When fops, who often will to wit pre- 
tend, 

Her eafy fhape and various charms com- 
mend, 

Refentment Clara fcarcely can retain, 

Aud either {miles contempt, or frowns 


difcain. 
Her gentile mind moderation fways, 
That the fcarce Tiftens toa friend’s true 
raise. 
The woe, O flattery! from thee which 
flows, 
Let many a maid in piteous ftrains dif- 
clofe. 


From vanity unceafing forrows rife ; 

Lothario flatters, and Califta dies. 

What various evils muft that fair betide, 

Who harbours in her breaft the traitor 
pride? 

Catt from the heights of innocence and 
blifs, 

No peace fhe knows, but finks in fhame’s 
abyfs. 

Sincerity! to thee all praife is due, 

Firm in thy paths,and in thy dictates 
true. 

To praife the maiden juftly may layclaim, 

Who, venerating thee, preferves her 
fame. 

Strait are thy paths, Sincerity! From 
pride, 

And folly’s winding maze, our fteps they 
guide. 

To Clara thus, whom fenfe and truth en- 
dear, 2 - 

Sincere herfelf, e’cn foplings are fincere. 

Then flattery be dumb !—Henceforth 

the fair 

Shall learn of thee and mifery to beware; 

Sincerity thall to their bofoms take ; 

And Clara’s conduét their example make. 

At leaf fulpicion flattery fhould create , 

Who fawns in Courtfhip makes the itern- 
cft mate ; 

Grows to his confort’s real merit blind, 


Parnafiad. 





And fcorns her perfon, as he {corns her 
~~ mind. + 
How many have by flattery been de- 


ceiv’a! 


The ferpent flatter’d, and the dame 
believed. 
Hence fin and fhame our haplefs lives . 
difgrace, 
And various woes infeft aur {uffering 
race, 


1. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 179%. 





The following beautiful extra& from a de 
Seriptin of Poetry, by Della Crufea, will 
remind the reader of Collins’s celebrated 
Ode on the Paffions, 

H”* ' as fhe fwept, with wild’ring 

hand, 

Her charmed harp, o’er fea and land: 

Fleet Zephyr bore each melting tone 

That Melancholy thought her own, 

That frolic Pleafure {miled to hear, 

And Madnefs welcomed with a tear; 

While Valour, rufhing at the found, 

Dafhed his burning eye-balls round, 

And, as far off his fhield he hurled, 

With naked breaft defied the world ! 





Toa belowed fair one ; written a foort tim 
before the author died of a confumptian. 
E in that breaft, fo goud, fo pure, 

. Compaffion ever loved to dwell, 
Pity the forrows I endure ; , 


The caufe ¥ muft not——dare not tel} 


The gricf that on my quiet preys, 
That rends my heart, that checks my 
tongue 
I fear will laf me all my days, 
But feel—it will not laft me long. 








FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 
On a deformed lady, who wore patches on ber 


face. 
Our anew face, dear Sally, you dif- 
- guife, 
With patches numerous as Argus’ cyes: 
I own that patching’s requifite for you; 
For more we’re pleafed, the leis your face 
we view. 
Vet I advife, fince my advice you atk, 
Wear but one patch, and be that patch a 
“- mafk, 
G. H. 
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The CHRONICLE. 
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CONGRESS of the UNITED STATES. 


REPORT of the SECRETARY of the TRE A- 
SU RYT on the Subject of a MINT. 


The SECRETARY of the TREASURY having attentively cun- 
fidered the fubjett referred to him, by the order of the House of Re- 
PRESENTATIVES of the the fifteenth day of April laff, relatively to the 
Eftabiifhment of a MINT, moft refpeltfully fubmits the refult of 


bis enquiries and reficGions. 


PLAN for an eftablifhment of this nature involves a great variety of confiders 

ations, intricate, nice, and important. ‘The general ftate of debtor and cre- 
ditor; all the relations and confequences of price ; the effential interefts of trade 
and induftry; the value of all property; the whole income of the ftate and of indi- 
viduals, are liable to be fenfibly influenced, beneficially, or otherwife, by the judicious, 
or injudicious regulation of this interefting obje@. 

It is one likewife, not more neceffary than difficult to be rightly adjufted; one 
which has frequently occupied the reflections and refearches of politicians, witheut 
having harmonifed their opinions on one of the moft important of the principles 
which enter inte its difeufon. Accordingly, different fyftems continue to be advo- 
cated, and the fyftems of different nations, after much inveftigation, continue to dif- 
fer from each other. 

But if a right adjuftment of the matter be truly of fuch nicety and difficulty, a 
queftion naturally arifes, whether it may not be moft advifeable to leave things, in 
this refpec&t, in the ftate in which they are ? Why, might it be afked, fince they have 
fo long proceeded in a train, which has caufed no general fenfation of inconvenience, 
fhould alterations be attempted, the precife effect of which cannot with certainty be 
calculated ? 

The anfwer to this queftion is not perplexing —The immenfe diforder which ac- 
tually reigns in fo delicate and important a concern, and the ftill greater diforder 
which is every moment poflible, call loudly fer a reform. The dollar, originally con- 
templated in the money tranfactions of this country, by fucceflive diminutions of its 
weight and finenefs, has fuftained a depreciation of 5 per cent. Aad yet the new 
dollar has a currency in all payments in place ef the old, with fcarcely any attention 
to the difference between them. The operation of this in depreciating the valve 
of property, depending upon paft contraéts, and (as far as inattention to the altera- 
tion in the coin may be fuppofed to leave prices ftationary) of all other property, is 
apparent. Nor can it require argument to prove, that a nation ought not to fuffer 
the value of the property of its citizens to fluctuate with the fluctuations of a foreign 
mint, and to change with the changes in the regulations of a foreign fovcreign. ‘This, 
neverthelefs, is the condition of one, which having no coins of its own, adopts with 

~ implicit confidence thofe of other countries. 

The unequal values allowed in different parts of the Union to coins of the fame 
intrinfic worth; the defective fpecies of them, which embarraffes the circulation of 
fome of the ftates; and the diflimilarity in their feveral monies of account, are incon- 
veniences, which if not to be afcribed to the want of a national coinage, will at leaft 
be moft effeQually remedied by the eftablifhment of one ; a meafure that will at the 


fame time give additional fecurity againft impofitions, by counterfeit as well as by 
hafe currencies. 
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190 On the Subject of a Mint. 


It was with great reafon, therefore, that the attention of Congrefs, under the Jate 
confederation, was repeatedly drawn to the eftablifhment of a mint; and it is with 
equal reafon that the fubject has been refumed; now that the favourable chan 
which has taken place in the fituation of public affairs, admits of its being carried in- 
to execution. 

But though the difficulty of devifing a proper eftablifhment ought not to deter 
from undertaking fo neceflary a work; yet it cannot but infpire diffidence in one, 
whofe duty it is made, to propofe a plan for the purpofe, and may perhaps be per- 
mitted to be relied upon as fome excufe for any errors which may be chargeable upon 
it, or for any deviations from founder principles, which may have been fuggefted 
by others, or even in part acted upon by the former government of the United 
States. 

In order toa right judgment of what ought to be done, the following particulars 
require to be difcuffed. 

1. What ought to be the nature of the money unit of the United States? 

Il. What the proportion between gold and filver, if coins of both metals are to be 
eftablifhed ? 

Ill. What the proportion and compofition of alloy in each kind? 

IV. Whether the expence of coinage fhall be defrayed by the government, or out 
of the material itfelf ? 

V. What hall be the number, denominations, fizes, and devices of the coins? 

VI. Whether foreign coins fhall be permitted to be current or not; if the former, 
at what rate, and for what period? 

A pre-requifite to determining with propriety, what ought to be the money unit of 
the United States, is to endeaveur to form as accurate an idea as the nature of the cafe 
will admit of what it aQually is. The pound, though of various value, isthe unit 
in the money of account of all the ftates. But it isnot equally eafy to pronounce 
what is to be confidered as the unit in the coins. There beingno formal regulation 
on the point (the refolutions of Congrefs of the 6th. of July, 1785, and 8th. of 
Auguft, 1786, having never yet been carried into operation) it can only be inferred 
from ufage or practice. The manner of adjufting foreign exchanges, would feem 
to indicate the dollar as beft entitled to that charaGter. Ih thefe, the old piafter of 
Spain ; or old Seville piece of eight rials, of the walue of four shillings and fix pence 
fterling, is evidently contemplated. The computed par between Great-Britain and 
Pennfylvania, will ferve asan example. According to that, one hundred pounds 
fterling is equal to one hundred and fixty-fix pounds and two thirds of a pound Penn- 
{fylvania currency ; which correfponds with the proportion between four fhillings and 
fix pence fterling, and feven fhillings and fix pence the current value of the dollar in 
that ftate, by invariable u/agee And, as far asthe information of the Secretary goes, 
the fame comparifon holds in the other ftates. | 

But this circumftance in favour of the dollar, lofes much of its weight from two 
eonfiderations. That fpecies of coin has never had any fettled or ftandard value, ac- 
cording to weight or finenefs, but has been permitted to circulate by tale, without 
regard to either ; very much as a mere money of convenience; while gold has had a 
fixed price by weight ; and with an eye to its finenefs. This greater ftability of va 
Jue of the gold coins, is an argument of force for regarding the money unit as having 
been hitherto virtually attached to gold, rather than to filver. 

Twenty four grains and fix eighths of a grain of fine gold, have correfponded with 
the nominal value of the dollar in the feveral ftates ; without regard to the fucceflive 
diminutions of its intrinfic worth. 

But if the dollar hhould, notwithftanding, be fuppofed to have the beft title to be- 
ing confidered as the prefent unit in the coins, it would remain to determine what 
kind of dollar ought to be underftood, or, in other words, what precife quantity of 
fine filver. 

The old piaftre of Spain, which appearsto have regulated our foreign exchanges, 
weighed 17 dwt. 12 grains, and contained 386 grains and 15 mites of fine filver. 

But this piece has been long fince out of circulation. The dellars now in common 
currency are of recent date, and much inferior to that, both in weight and finenefs. 
The average weight of them, upon different trials in large maffes, has been found to 
be 17 dwts.$ grains. ‘Their finenefsis lefs precifely afcertained; the refults of vari- 
ous aflays made by different perfons, under the direction of the late fuperintendant of 
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On the Subject of a Mint. 19 


the finances andof the Secretary, being as various as the aflaysthemfelves. The differ- 
ence between their extremes is not lefs than 24 grains in a dollar, of the fame weight 
and age; which istoo much for any probable differences in the pieces. .t js rather 
to be prefumed that a degree of inaccuracy has been occafioned by the want of proper 
apparatus, and in general, of practice. The experiment which appears to have the 
beit pretenfions to exactnefs, would make the new dollarto contain 370 grains and 
- 933 thoufandth parts of a grain of pure filver. 

According to an authority, on which the Secretary places reliance, the Randard of 
Spain for its filver coin in the year 1761, was 261 parts fine and 27 parts alloy ; at 
which proportion, a dollar of 17 dwt. 8 grains would confift of 377 grains of fine fil- 
ver, and 39 grains of alloy : But there is no queftion that this ftandard has been fince 
altered confiderably for the worfe; to what precife point is not as weil afcertained as 
could be wifhed; but from a computation of the value of dollars in the markets both 
of Amfterdam and London (a criterion which cannvut materially miflead) the new dol- 
lar appears to contain 368 grains of fine filver, and that which immediately preceded 
it about 374 grains. 

In this itate of things, there is fome difficulty in defining the dollar, which is to be 
underftood as conftituting the prefent money unit ; on the fuppolition of its being 
moft applicable to that {pecies of coin. The old Seville piece of 386 grains and 15 
mites fine, comports beft with the computations of foreign exchanges, and with the 
more ancient contracts refpecting landed property; but far the greater number of 
contracts ftill in operation concerning that kind of property, and all thofe of a mere- 
ly perfonal nature, now in force, muit be referred to a dollar of a different kind. ‘The 
actual dollar at the time of contracting is the only one which can be fuppofed to have 
been intended, and it has been feen, that as leng ago as the year 1761, there had been 
a material degradation of the ftandard. And even in regard to the more ancient 
contracts, no perfon has ever had any idea of a {cruple about receiving the dollar of 
the day, as a full equivalent for the nominal fum, which the dollar originally im- 

ed. 
A recurrence therefore to the ancient dollar would be, in the greateft gumber of 
cafes, an innovation in /2¢, and in all, an innovation in refpect to opinion. The ac- 
tual dollar, in common circulation, has evidently a much better claim to be regarded 
as the aGtual money unit. 

The mean intrinfic value of the different kinds of known dollars has been iatimated 
as affording the proper criterion. But when it is recollected, that the more ancient 
and more valuable ones are not now to be met with at all in circulation, and that the 
mafs of thofe generally current is compofed of the neweft and moit inter or kinds, it 
will be perceived, that even an equation of that nature would be a confidcrable inno- 
vation upon the real prefent ftate of things; which it will certainly be prudent to ap- 
gaan far as may be confiftent with the permanent order, defigned to be introduc- 


An additional reafon for confidering the prevailing dollar, as the ftandard of the 
prefent money unit, rather than the ancient one is, that it will not only be conforma- 
ble to the true exifting proportion between the two metals in this country, but will be 
more conformable to that which obtains in the commercial world, generally. 

The difference eftablithed by cuftom in the United States between coined gold and 
coined filver, has been ftated upon another occafion, to be nearly as rto 15.6. ‘This, 
if truly the cafe, would imply that gold was extremely overvalued in the United 
States; for the higheft ual proportioa in any part of Europe, very little, if at all, ex- 
ceeds ito 15: and the average proportion throughout Europe is probably not more 
than about x to 14 4-5. But that ftatement has proceeded upon the idea of the ancient 
dollar. One penny-weight of gold of 22 carrats fine at 6s. 8d. and the old Seville 
piece of 386 grains and 15 mitesof pure filver at 7s. 6d, furnifh the exact ratio of £ 
tors.6262. But this does not coincide with the real difference between the metals, 
in our market, or, which is with us the fame thing, in our currency. To determine 

» the quantity of fine filver in the genera] mafs of the dollars now m circulation, 
mutt afford the rule. Taking the rate of the late dollar of 374 grains, the propor- 
tion would be as 1 to 15.11—Taking the rate of the neweft dollar, the proportion 
Would then be as 1 to 14.87. The mean of the two would give the proportion of 1 
#15 very nearly ; lefsthan the legal proportion in the coins of Great Britain, which 
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19.2 On the Subject of a Mint. 


isas ¥ to 15.23 but fomewhat more than the actual or market psoportion, which is 
not quite Ito Irs. 

The preceding view of the fubje& does not indeed afford a precife or certain de- 
finition of the prefent unit, im the coims, but it furnifhes data, which will ferve as guides 
in the progrefs of the inveftigation. It afcertains at leaft, that the fum in the money 
of accuunt of cach State correfponding with the nominal value of the dollar in fuch 
State, correfponds alfo with 24 grains and 6-8 of a grain of fine gold; and with fome- 
thing between 368 and 374 grains of fine filver. 

The next enquiry towardsa right determination of what ought to he the future 
money unit‘of the United States turns upon thefe queftions—Whether it ought to be 
peculiarly attached to either of the metals, in preference to the other, or not? and if 
to either, to which of them ? 

The faggeftions and proceedings hitherto have had for their obje& the annexing ofit 
emphatically to the filver dollar. A refolution of Congtefs of the 6th of July, 1785, 
declares that the money unit of the United States fhail be a-dollar; and another refo- 
lution of the 8th of Auguft, 1786, fixes that dollar at 375 grains and 54 hundredths of 
agrain of fine filver. The famerefolution, however, determines, that there fhall al- 
fo be two gold coins, one of '246 grains and 268 parts of a grain of pure gold, equal 
to ten dollars, and the other of half that quantity of pure gold, equal to five dollars: 
And it is not explained, whether either of the two fpecieés of coins, of gold or filver, 
fhall have any greater legality in payments, than'the other: Yet it would feem, that 
a preference inthis particular is neceflary to execute the idea of attaching the unit ex- 
clufively to one’kind. If each of them be ‘as valid as the other, in payments to any 
amount, it is not obvious, in what effectual fenfe either of them can be deemed the 
money’unit; rather than’ the other. . 

If the general declaration, that the dollar thallbe the money unit of the United States, 
could be underftood to give it a fuperior legality, in payments, the inftitution ‘of coins 
of gold, and. the declaration’ that each’ of them ‘fhall be eg@al to a ‘certain’ number of 
dollars, would appear to deftroy that inference: And the circumftance of making’ 
the dollar the unit inthe -money’of account feéms to be rather matter of form, than 
of fubftance. 

Contrary to the ideas which have heretofore prevailed, in the fuggeftions concern- 
ing a coinage of the United States, though not without much hefitation, arifing from 
a deference for thofe ideas, the Secretary is upon the whole ftrongly inclined to the 
opinion; that’a preference ought to be given to neither of the metals for the money 
unit: Perhaps:if either were to be preferred, it ought to be gold rather than filver. 

‘The reafons are thefe , 

‘The inducement to fuch a preference’ is to render the unit as little variable as pof- 
fible, becaufe on this depends the fteady value of all contraéts,and in a certain fenfe 
of all other property. And itis truly obferved, that if the unit belong indifcrimin- 
ately to both the metals, it is fubje@ to all the flu&tuations, that happen in the relative 
value, which they bear to each other’: Bet the fanie téafon would lead to annexing 
it to that particular one, which is itfelf the leaft liable to variation; if there be, in 
this refpect; any difcernable difference between thie two. 

Gold may, perhaps, in certain fenfes, be faid to Kavé greater ability than filver : 
as being of fuperior value, lefs liberties have been taken with it, in thé regulatiens of 
different countries: Its ‘ftandard has remained more uniform, and it has, in other re- 
fpects, undergone fewer changes’: as being not*fo much an article of merchandize, 
owing to the ufe made’ of filver in the trade with the Eaft-Indies and China, it is lefs 
liable to be influenced by circumftances of commercial demand. And if reafoning by 
analogy, it could be affirmed, that there is'a phyfical probability of greater propor- 
tional increafe in the quantity of filver, than in that of gold, it would afford an addi- 
tional reafon for calculating on greater fteadinefs in the value of the latter.” 

As long as gold, either from its intrinfic fuperiority, as a metal, from its greater ra- 
rity, or from the prejudices of mankind, retains fo confiderable a pre-eminence in va- 
lue, over filver, as it has hitherto -had, ‘a natural conféquencte of this feems to be that 





its ‘condition willbe more ftationary. The revolutions, therefore, which may take 


place, in the comparative value of gold and filver, will be changes in the ftate of the 
latter rather than in the ftate of the former. ; 
if there fhouhd be an appearance of too much abftraGtion in any of thele igeas, i 
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may be remarked, that the firft and moft fimple impreffions do not naturally incline 
to giving a preference to the inferior or leaft valuable of the two metals. 

It is fometimes obferved, that filver ought to be encouraged rather than gold, as be- 
ing more conductive to the extenfion of bank circulation, from the greater difficulty 
and inconvenience which its greater bulk, compared with its value, occafions in the 
tranfportation of it. But bank circulation is defirable, rather as an auxiliary to, than 
as a fubftitute for that of the precious metals; and ought to be left to its natural 
courfe—Artificial expedients to extend it, by oppofing obftaclesto the other, are at 
leaft not recommended by any very obvious advantages. And, in general, it is the 
fafeft rule to regulate every particular miftitution or objet, according to the principles 
which in relation to itfelf, appear the moft found. 1n addition to this, it may be ob- 
ferved, that the inconvenience of tranfporting either of the metals, is fufficiently great 
toinduce a preference of bank paper, whenever it can be made to anfwer the pur- 
pofe equally well. , 

But upon the whole, it feems to be moft advifable, as has been obferved, not to at- 
tach the unit exclufively to either of the metals; becaufe this cannot be done effediu- 
ally, without deftroying the office and character of one of them as money, and reduc- 
ing it to the fituation of a mere merchandife ; which, accordingly, at different times 
has been propofed from different and very refpectable quarters; but which would 
probably he a greater evil than occafional variations.in the unit, from the fluctuations 
inthe relative value of the metals, efpecially if care be taken to regulate the propor- 
tion between them, with an eye to their average commercial value. 

To annul the ufe of either of the metals, as money, is. to abridge the quantity of 
circulating medium; and is liable to all the objections, which arife from a comparifon 
of the benefits of a full, with the evils of a feanty circulation. 

Itis not a fatisfaGtory anfwer to fay, that none but the favoured meta] would, in 
this cafe, find its way into the country, as in that all balances muft be paid. The 
practicability of this would in fome meafure depend on the abundance or fearcity of 
it,in the country paying— Where there was but little, it either would not be procura- 
ble at all, or it would coft a premium to obtain it—which, in every cafe of a competi- 
tion with others, in a branch of trade, would conftitute a deductien from the profits 
ofthe party receiving: perhaps, teo, the embarraflments which fuch a circumftance 
might fometimes create, in the pecuniary liquidation of balances, might lend addition- 
defforts to find a fubftitute in commodities, and might fo far impede the introduc- 
tion of the metals. Neither could the exclufiun of either of them be deemed, in other 
telpects, favourable to commerce. It is often, in the courfe of trade, as defirable to 
to poflefs the kind of money, as the kind of commodities, beft adapted to a foreign 
market. 

It feems, however, moft probable that the chief, if not the fole effect of fach a re- 
gulation, would be to diminifh the utility of one of the metals. It could hardly prove 
an obftacle to the introduction of that which was excluded, in the natural courfe of 
trade ; becaufe it would always command a ready fale for the purpofe of exportation 
toforeign markets. But fuch an effec, if the only one, is not to be regarded as a tyi- 
vial inconvenience. 

If then the unit ought not to be attached exclufively to either of the metals, the'pro- 
portion which ought to fubfift between them, in the coins, becomes a preliminary en- 
quiry, in order to its proper adjuftment. This proportion appears to be, in feveral 
views, of no inconfiderable moment. —_- 

One confequence of overvaluing either metal, in refpeét to the other, is the banifh- 
ment of that which is undervalued. If two countries are fuppofed, in one of which 

Proportion of gold to filver is as one to fixteen,in the other as one to fifteen, gold 
being worth more, filver lefs, in one than in the other, it is manifeft, that in their re- 

‘iprocal payments, cach will felect that fpecies which it values leaf, to pay to the o- 

t, where it is valued moft. Befides this, the dealers in money wil; from the fame 
taufe, often find a profitable traffick, in an exchange of the metals between the two 
countries, And hence, it would come to pafs, if ‘other things were equal, that the 
gteateft part uf the gold would be colle@ted in one, and the greateft part of the filver 
inthe other. The courfe of trade miyht in fonre degree counterad the tendency of 
the difference in the legal proportions, by the market value ; but this is fo far and fo 
often influenced by the legal rates, that it does not prevent their producing the effect 

which is inferred. Fats too, verify the inference : In Spain and England whcre gold 
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is rated higher than in other parts of Europe, there is a fcarcity of filver, while it js 
found to abound in France and Holland, where it is rated higher in proportion to 
gold, than in the neighbouring nation. And it is continually. flowing from Europe 
to China and the Eatft-Indies, owing to the comparative cheapnefs of it in the former, 
and dearnefs of it in the latter. 

This confequence is deemed by fome not very material : and there are even perfons, 
who from a fanciful predilection to gold, are willing to invite it, even by a higher 
price. But general utility will beft be promoted by a due prepurtion of both metals, 
If gold be moft convenient in large payments, filver is bef adapted to the more mi- 
nute and ordinary circulation. 

But it isto be fufpeéted, that there is another confeqnence morc ferious than the 
one which has becn mentioned. This is the diminution ef the total quantity of fpe- 
cie, which a country would naturally poffefs. : 

It is evident, that as often as a country, which ever-rates either of the metals, re- 
ceives a payment in that metal, it getsa lefs aual quantity than it ought to do, or 
than it would do, if a rate were a juft one. 

It is alfo equally evident, that there will be a continual effort to make payment to 
it in that fpecies, to which it has annexed an exaggerated eftimation, wherever it is 
current at a lefs proportional value. And it would feem to be a very natural effed 
of thefe two caufes, not only that the mafs of the precious metals in the country in 
queftion, would confitt chiefly of that kind, to which it had given an extraordinary 
value, but that it would be abfolutely lefs, than if they had been duly proportioned 
to each other, 

A conclufion of this fort, however, is tobe drawn with great caution. In fuch 
matters, there are always fome local and many other particular circumftances, which 
qualify and vary the operation of ager sivas aay even where they are juft ; and 
there are endlefs combinations, very diflicult to be analyzed, which often render 
principles, that have the moft plaufible pretenfions, unfound and delufive. 

There ought, for inftance, according to thofe which have been ftated, to have 
been formerly a greater quantity of gold in proportion to filver in the United States 
than there has been; becaufe the actual value of gold in this country, compared with 
filver, was perhaps higher than in any other. But our fituation in regard to the 
Weft-India iflands, into fome of which there is a large influx of filver dire@ly from 
the mines of South America, occafions an extraordinary fupply of that metal, and 
confequently a greater proportion of it in our circulation than might have been ex- 
pected from its relative value. 

What influence the proportion under confideration may have upon the ftate of 
prices, and how far this may counteract its tendency to increafe or leffen the quantity 
of the metals, are points not eafy to he developed ; and yet they are very neceflary 
to an accurate judgment of the truce operation of the thing. 

But however impoflible it may be to pronounce with certainty, that the poffeflion 
of a lefs quantity of fpecie is a confequence of overvaluing either of the metals, 
there is enough of probability in the confiderations, which feem to indicate it, to 
form an argument of weight againft fuch overvaluation. 

A third ill confequence refulting from it is, a greater and more frequent difturb- 
ance of the ftate of the money unit, by a greater and more frequeat diverfity between 
the legal and market proportions of the metals. This has not hitherto been experi- 
enced in the United Srates, but it has been experienced elfewhere ; and from its not 
having been felt by us hitherto, it does not follow that this will not be the cafe here 
after, when our commerce fhall have attained a maturity, which will place it under 
the influence of more fixed principles. 

In eftablifhing a proportion between the metals, there feems to be amption of one 
of two things— 

To approach as nearly as it can be afcertained, the mean or average preportion, in 
what may be called the commercial world ; or 

To retain that which now exiits in the United States :—As far as thefe happen to 
coincide, they will render the courfe to be purfued more plain and more cei 
tain. 

To afcertain the firft with precifion, would require better materials than are pol 
feffed, or than ceyuld be obtained, without an inconvenient delay. 

Sir Ifaac Newton, in a reprefentation to the treafury of Great-Britain, in the y*** 
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2717, after ating the particular proportions in the different countries of Europe, con- 
cludes thus—“ By the courfe of trade and exchange between nation and nation, in all 
Europe, fine gold isto fine filver as 14 4-§ or 15 to one.” 

But however accurate and decifive this authority may be deemed in relation to the 
period to which it applies, it cannot be taken, at the diftance of more than feventy 
years, as a rule for determining the exifting proportion. 

Alterations have fince been made, in the regulations of their coins, by feveral na- 
tions; which, as well anthe courfe of trade, have an influence upon the market va- 
lues. Neverthelefs, there is reafon to believe that the ftate of the matter, as repre- 
fented by Sir aac Newton, is not very remote from its actual ftate. 

In Holland, the greateft money market in Europe, gold was to filver in December 
1789, as I to 14,88 ; and in that of London it has been for fome time paft but little 
different, approaching perhaps fomething nearer 1 to 15. 

Ithas been feen, that the exiting proportion between the two metals in this coun- 
try, is about as 1 to 15. 

It is fortunate in this refpeét, that the innovations of the Spanifh mint have imper- 
ceptibly introduced @ proportion fo analogous, as thie is, to that which prevails among 
the princi al commercial nations; as it greatly facilitates a proper regulation of the 
matter. his proportion of £ tors is recommended by the particular fituation of our 
trade, as being nearly that which obtains in the market of Great-Britain, to which 
nation our fpecie is rincipaily exported. A lower rate for cither of the metals in 
our market, than 3n theirs, might not only afford a motive the more in certain cafes to 
remit in {pecie rather than in commodities; but it might in foine others, caufe us to 
pay 2 greater quantity of it for a given fum, than we fhould otherwife do. If the 

e& fhould rather be to occafion a premium to be given for the metal, which was 
under rated, this would obviate thofe difadvantages ; but it would involve another, 
a cuftomary difference between the market and legal proportions, which would a~- 
mount te a fpecies of diforder inthe national coinage. 

Looking forward to th: payments of intereft hereafter to be made to Holland, the 
fame proportion does not appear ineligible, The prefent legal proportion in the coins 
of Holland is fated at 1 to 14 getc, That of the market varies fomewhat at different 
times, but feldom very widely from this point. 

There can hardly be a better rule, in any country, for the legal, than the market 

proportion ; if this can be fuppofed to have been produced by the free and fteady 
courfe of commercial principles. The prefumption, in fuch cafe is, that each metal 
finds its true level, according ¢o its intrinfic utility, in the general fyftem of money 
operations. 
_ But it muft be admitted, that this argument in favour of continuing the exifting 
proportion, is not applicable to the ftate of the coins withus. There have been too 
many artificial and hetcrogencous ingredients, too much want .of order in the pecus 
Diary tranfactions of this country, to authorife the attributing the effedts which have 
appeared, to the regular operations of commerce. .A proof of this is to be drawn 
from the alterations, which have happened in the proportion between the metals, 
merely by the fuccefllive degradations of the dollar, in confequence of the mutability 
of a foreign mint. ‘The value of gold to filver appears to have declined, wholly from 
this caufe, from 15 GIo to about 1 stox. Yet asthislaft proportion, however pro- 
duced, coincides fo nearly with y be deemed the commercial average, it may 
be {uppofed to furmith as good a rule as can be purfued. 

The only queftion feems to be, whether the value of gold ought not to be a little 
lowered, to bring it to an exa& level with the two markets which have been mention- 
ed. But as the ratio of rto rx 5 is fo nearly conformable to the ftate of thofe markets, 
and beft agrees with that of our own, it will probably be found the moft cligible. 
If the market of Spain continues to give a higher value to gold (as it has done in 
time paft) than that which is recommended, there may be fome advantage in a mid- 
dle flation. 

A further preliminary to the adjuftment of the future money unit, is to deter- 
mine what fhall be the proportion and compofition of alloy, in each fpecies of the 
coins. 

The firft, by the refolution of the 8th. of Auguft, 1786, before referred to, is re- 
gulated at one twelfth, or, in other words, at part alloy to 11 parts fine, whether 
gold or Gilver ; which appears to be a convenient rule ; unlefs there fhould be fome 


SDS ak peers a z 
wa : r EE v 
ee : Herne F> 
ee. ee eb 


: 
F - 
- i ? 
hi ? ; : 
— Pe | 
. A se ; 
‘ if 
 * - 
; - iS 
| aan 
. 4 - 
s 
: ; 
— he BE * 
ei # 5 
2 be 
ry 
3 
or 4 
> - ’ 7 
: . a 
$ 7 
ae © 
: ci 
: 3 
q : 
: 
mee n ; 
Bp} - 
ra ‘ i b ¥ 
» * 
MA =. 
' - b 
% - | ‘ 
: : : 
4 p ; 
* - 
’ 5 i - 
F Se. ? 
rie o - } ‘ 
- ae 
| 
. * coo 
. Ss S 
Ty a a 
a) | PY 
of i baat 
: .t ba 
. > 
yr J bi 
> : 
; | - ; 
‘ i 
: "> fee 
: bats c: plans 
5) ) ee ee 
¥ a Ld 7 
: ¢ Fa 
: > ; 
¥ ad oO ; 
i ao ; : 
Z f ¥ F 
' ae % 
- os 5 
ay : ; A 
£ by - 
we @ PF 
¥ cs 
‘ 7 a 
rs : * 7 | 2 
3 
; a 
a t - 
i 
7 
‘ 
- 7 
r 
= — ' 
. ; 
£ > ; 
7 - ’ 
~ 


; 


wee 


















eA 
) 
72 
7 
’ 
‘7 




































196 On the Subject of a Mint. 


collateral confideration, which may dictate a departure fromit. Its correfpondency, 
in regard to both metals, is a recommendation of it, becaufe a difference could 
anfwer no purpofe of pecuniary or commercial utility, and uniformity is favourable 
to order. 

This ratio, as it regards gold, coincides with the proportion, real or profeffed, in 
the coinsof Portugal, England, France and Spain. In thofe of the two former it is 
real, in thofe of the two latter there is a deduction for what is called remedy of weight 
and alloy, which is in the nature of an allowance to the mafter of the mint for crrors 
and imperfections in the procefs; rendering the coin either lighter or bafer than it 
ought to be. ‘The fame thing is known inthe theory of the Englith mint, where 1-6 
of a carat isallowed. But the difference feems to be, that there, it is merely an oc- 
cafiona} indemnity within a certain limit, for real and unavoidable errors and imper- 
fections ; whereas in the practice of the mints of France and Spain it appears to a- 
mount to a ftated and regular deviation from the nominal ftandard. Accordingly 
the real ftandards of France and Spain are fomething worle than 22 carats or Ir 
parts in 12 fine. 

The principal gold coins in Germany, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Poland and 
Italy, are finer than thofe of England and, Portugal in different degrees, from 1 carat 
and 1-4 to £ carat and 7-8, which laft is within 1-8 of a carat of pure gold. 

There are fimilar diverfities in the ftandards of the filver coins, of the different 
countries of Europe. That of Great Britain is 222 parts fine to 18 alloy : thofe of 
the other European nations vary from that of Great-Britain as widely as from about 
17 of the. fame parts better to 75 worfe. 

The principal reafons afligned for the ufe of alloy, are the faving of expence in the 
refining of the metals (which in their natural ftate are ufually mixed with a portion 
oft the coarfer kinds) and the rendering of them harder asa fecurity againft too great 
walte by friction and wearing—The firft reafon, drawn from the original compofi- 
tion of the metals, is rengthened at prefent by the practice of alloying their coins, 
which has.obtained among fo many nations. ‘The reality of the effe@, to which the 
laft reafon is applicable, has been denied, and experience has been appealed to as prov- 
ing, that the more alloyed coins wear faiter than the purer. The true ftate of this 
matter may be worthy of future inveltigation, though firft appearances are in favour 
of alloy. In che mean time, the faving of trouble and expence are {fufficient induce- 
ments to following thofe examples which fuppofe its expediency. And the fame con- 
fideratians lead to taking as our models thofe nations with whom we have moft inter- 
courfe, and whofe coins are moft prevalent in our circulation. Théfe are Spain, Por- 
tugal, England and France, The relation which the propofed proportion bears to 
their geld coins has becn explained. no refpect to their filver coins, it will not be ve- 
ry remote from the mean of their feveral ftandards. 

‘The component ingredients of the alloy in each metal willalfo require to be regu- 
Jated. In filver, copper is the only kind in ufe, and it is doubtlefs the only proper 
one. Ingold there isa mixture of filver and copper ; inthe Englifh coins confifting 
of equal parts, in the coins of fome countries varying from 1-3 to 2-3 filver. 

The reafon of this union of filver with copper is this—The filver counteracts the 
tendency of the cuppcer to injure the colour or beauty of the goin, by giving it too 
much rednefs, or rather a coppery hue; whicha {mall quantity will produce; and 
the copper prevents the too great whitenefs, Which filver alone would confer. It is 
apprehended, that there are confiderations, which may render it prudent to eftablifh 
by law, that the proportion of filver to copper in the gold coins ofthe United States 
fhall not be more than one half, nor lefs than one third; vefting a difcretion in fome 
proper place to reguiate the matter within thofe limits, as experience in the cxecu- 
tion may recommend. fe 

A third point remains to be difcuffed, asa pre-requifite to the determination of the 
money unit, which is, whether the expence of coining fhall be defrayed by the pub- 
lic, or out of the material itfelf; or, as it isfometimes ftated, whether coinage {hall 
be free, or fhall be fubje& to a duty or impofition? This forms, perhaps, one of the 
niceft queftions in the doctrine of money. ; 

The practice of different nations is difimilar in this particular. In England, coin- 
age 1s faidto be entirely free: the mint price of the metals in bullion, being the fame 
with the value of themincoin. In France there is a duty which has been, if it 1s not 
now, cight per cent. In Holland there isa difference between the mint price and ce 
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value in the coins, which has been computed at .96, or fomething lefs than one per 
cent, upon gold; at 1.48, or fomething lefs than one and a half per cent. upon filver., 
The refolution of the 8th of Auguft, 1786, proceeds upon the idea of a deduction of 
half per cent. from gold, and of two per cent, from filver, as an indemnification for 
the expence of coining. ‘This is inferred from a report of the late board of treafury, 
upon which that refolution appears to have been founded, 

Upon the fuppofition that the expence of coinage out to be defrayed ought of the me- 
tals, there are two ways ip which it may be effected; one by a redu¢tion of the quan- 
tity of fine gold and filver in the coins; the other by eftablifhing a difference between 
the value of thofe metals, in the coins, and the mint price of them in bullion. 

The firft method appears to the Secretary inadmiffiable. He is unable to diftin- 
guifh an operation of this fort, from that of raifing the denomination of the coin; a 
meafure which has been difapproved of by the wifeft men in the nations in which it 
has heen practifed, and condemned by the reft of the world.. To declare that alefy 
weight of gold or filver fhall pafs for the fame funi which before reprefented a great- 
er weight, or to ordain that the fame weight fhall pafs for a greater fum, are things 
fubftantially of one nature. The confequence of either of them, if the change can be 
realifed, is to degrade the money unit; obliging creditors to receive lefs than their 
jut dues—and depreciating property of every kind : for it is manifeft, that every 
one would in this cafe be reprefented by a lef quantity of gold and filver, than be- 

ore, 

It is fometimes obferved on this head, that though any article of property might in 
fact be reprefented by a lefs aétual quantity of pure metal, it would neterthelefs be 
reprefented by fomething of the fame intrinfic value. Every fabric, it is remarked, 
is worth intrinfically, the price of the raw material and the expence of fabrication ; a 
truth not lefs applicable to a piece of coin, than te a yard of cloth. 

This pofition, well founded in itfelf, is here mifapplied.’ It fuppofes that the coins 
now in circulation, are to be confidered as bullion, or in other words, as a raw matc- 
rial. But the fac is, that the adeption of them, as mency, has caufed them to become 
the fabric. It has invefted them with the chara@ter and office of coins, and hag yiven 
them a fan&tion and efficacy equivalent to that of the ftamp of the fovereign. The 
pricesof all our commodities,at heme and abroad,and of allforcign commodities, in our 
markets, have found their level, in conformity to this principle. The foreign coins 
may he divefed of the privilege they have hitherto been permitted to enjoy, and may 
of courfe be /e/t te find their value in the markets, as araw material. But the quan- 
tity of gold and filver in the national coins, correfponding with a given fum, cannot 
be made lefsthan heretofore, without difturbing the balance of intrinfic value; and 
making every acre of land, as well as every buthel of wheat, of lefs actual worth than 
intime pait. If the United States were infulated, amd cut off from all intercourfe with 
the reft of mankind, this reafoninz would not be equally conclufive. But it appears 
decifive, when confidered with a view to the relations which commerce has created 
between us and other countries. 

It is however not improbable, that the effect meditated would be defeated by a 
rife of prices, proportioned to the diminution of the intrinfic value of the coins. This 
might be looked for in every enlightened commercial country ; but perhaps7 noue 
with greater certainty than this: becaufe, in mone, are men lefs liable to be the dupes 
of founds—in none has authority fo little refource for fubftituting names to things. 

A general revolution in prices, though only nominally, and in appearance, could 
not fail to diftract the ideas of the community, and would be apt to breed difcontents, 
as well among all thofe who live on the income of their money, as among the poorer 
clafs of the people, to whom the neceffaries of life would feem to have become dear- 
er. In the confufion of fuch a ftate of things, ideas of value would not improbably 
adhere to the old coins, which from that circumftance, inftead of feeling the effe@ of 
the lofs of their privilege as money, would perhaps bear a price in the market rela- 
tively to the new ones, in exact proportion to weight. The frequency of the demand 
for the metals to pay foreign balances would contribute to this effec. 

Among the evils, attendant on fuch an operation, are thefe—creditors both of the 
public and of individuals would lofe a part of their property—public and private cre- 
dit would receive a wound—the effective revenues of the government would be di- 
minifhed. There is {carcely any point, in the economy of national affairs of great- 
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iz er moment, than the uniform prefervation of the intrinfic value of the money unit. 
f On this the fecurity and fteady value of property effentially depend. 

; The fecond method, therefore, of defraying the expence of the coinage out of the 

metals, is greatly to be preferred tothe other. This is to let the fame fum of money 
ie continue to reprefent in the new coins exactly the fame quantity of gold and filver, as 
' it does in thefe now current—to allow, at the mint, fuch a price only for thefe 
. metals as will admit of profit juft fufficient to fatisfy the expence of coinage—to abol- 
ifh the legal currency of foreign coins, both in public and private payments—and 
of courfe to leave the fuperior utility of the national coins, for domeftic purpofes, to 
operate the difference of market walue, which is neceflary to induce the bringing of 
bullion tothe mint. In this cafe, all property and labour will ftill be reprefented by 
the fame quantity of gold ‘and filver, as formerly ; andthe only change which will 
be wrought, will confift in annexing the office of money exclufively to the national 
coins; confequently, withdrawing it from thofe of foreign countries, and fnffering 
them to become, as they ought to be, mere articles of merchandife. 

The arguments in favour of a regulation of thiskind, are—Firft, That the want of 
it is a caufe of extra expence: there being then no motive of individual intereft to 
diftinguifh between the national coins and bullion, they are, it is alledged, indifcrim- 
inately melted down, for domeftic manufaétories, and exported for the purpofes of fo- 
reign trade; and it is added, that when the coins become light, by wearing,the fame 
quantity of fine gold or filver bears a higher price in bullion than in coins; in which 
ftate of things the melting down of the coins to be fold as bullion, is attended with 
profit; and !rom both caufes the’expence of the mint, or in other words the expence of 
maintaining the fpecie capital of the nation, is materially augmented. 

Secondiy—That the exiftence of fuch a regulation promotes a favorable courfe of 
exchange, end benefits trade, not only by that circumftance, but by obliging foreign- 
ne in certain cafes, to pay dearer for domeftic commodities, and to fell their own 

caper. 

Ae far as relates to the tendency ofa free coinage to produce an increafe of ex- 
ro in the different ways that have been ftated, the argument muft be allowed to 

ave feundation, both in reafon and in experience. It defcribes what has been ex- 
emplified in Great-Britain. 

The effe& of giving an artificial value to bullion, is not at firft fight obvious ; but it 
actually pet at the period immediately preceding the late reformation in the 
gold coin of the country juftnamed. <A pound troy in gold bullion of ftandard fine- 
nefs, was then, from rgs. 6d. to 25s. fterling, dearer than an equal weight of guin- 
eas, as delivered atthe mint. The phenomenon is thus accounted for—the old guin- 
eas were more than than two per cent. lighter than their fandard weight. This weight 
therefore, in bullion, was truly worth two per cent. more, than thefe guineas. It 
. confequently had in refpe& to them, a correfpondent rife in the market. 
bite , -And as guineas were then current by ta/e, the new ones, as they iffued from the 

sh mint, were confounded incirculation with the oldones; and by the affociation, were de- 
preciated below the intrinfic value, in comparifon with bullion. It became of courfe 
a profitable traffic to fell bullion for coin, to fele& the light pieces, and re-iffue them 
in currency, and to melt down the heavy ones, and fell them again as bullion. This 
practice, befides other inconveniencies, coft the government large fums, in the renew- 
alofthe coins, 

But the remainder of the arguments ftands upon ground far more queftionable. 
It depends upon very numerous and very complex combinations; in which there is 
ie infinite latitude for fallacy and error. 

ete The moft plaufible part of it isthzt which relates to the courfe of exchange. Expe- 
wea a rience, in France,hasfhewn, that the market price of bullion has been influenced by the 
inint difference, between that and coin; fometimes to the full extent of the difference, 
and it would feem to be a clear inference, that whenever that difference materially ex- 
ceeded the charges of remitting bullion, from the country where it exifted, to another 
in which coinage was free, exchange would be in favour of the former. 

If, fos inftance, the balance of trade, between France and England, were at any 
time equal, their merchants would naturally have reciprocal payments to make to an 
equal amount; which as ufual would be liquidated by means of bills of ee If 
in this fituation, the difference between coin and bullion fhouid be in the market, 2s 
at the mint of France, 8 per cent.; if alfe the charges of tranfporting moncy from 
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France to England fhould not be above 2 per cent.; and if exchange fhould be at par, 
it is evident, that a profit of 6 per cent. might be made, by fending bullion from 
France to England and drawing bills for the amount. One hundred louis d’ors in 
coin would purchafe the weight of 108 in bullion; one huncred of which remitted 
to England would fuffice to pay a debt of an equal amount : and two being paid for 
the infurance and tranfportation, there would remain fix for the benefit of the perfon 
who fhould manage the negociation. But as fo large a profit could not fail to pro- 
duce competition, the bills in confequence of this would decrcafe in price, till the pro- 
fit were reduced to the minimum of an adequate recompence for the trouble and rifk. 
And as the amount ef 100 louis d’ors, in England, might be afforded for 96 in France, 
with a profit of more than 14 per cent. bills upon England might fall in France to 4 

r cent. below par.; one per cent being a fufficient profit to the exchanger or broker 
for the management of the bufinels. 

But it is admitted that this advantage is loft, when the balance of trade js againft the 
nation, which impofes the duty in queftion; becaufe by encreafing the demand for 
bullion, it brings this toa par with the coins; and it is to be /u/pcéted, that where com- 
mercial principles have their free {cope, and are well underftood, the market difference 
between the metals in coin and bullion will feldom approximate to that of the mint, 
if the latter be confiderable. It muft be not alittle difficult to keep the money of the 
world, which can be employed to an equal purpofe, in the commerce of the world, in 
a ftate of degradation, in comparifon with the money of a particular country, 

This alone would feem fufficient to prevent it: whenever the price of cvin to bul- 
lion, in the market, materially exceeded the par of the metals, it would hecome an ob- 
ject to fend the bullion abroad ; if net te pay a foreign balance, to be invefted in fome 
other way, in foreign countries, where it bore a fuperier value : an operation, hy which 
immenfe fortunes might be amaffed, if it were not, that the exportation of the bullion 
would of itfelf reftore the intrinfic par. But as it would naturally have this effeét, the 
advantage fuppofed would contain in itfelf the principle of its own deftruction. As 
long, however, as the exportation of bullion could be made with profit, which is as 
long as exchange could remain below par, there would be a drain of the gold and {il- 
ver of the country. ee 

if any zhing can maintain for a length of time a material difference, between the 
value of metals in coin and in bullion, it muft be a conftant and confiderable balance 
of trade, in favour of the country in which it is maintained. In one fituated like 
the United States, it would in all probability be a hopelefs attempt. The frequent 
demand for gold and filver, to pay balances to foreigners, would tend powerfully to 
preferve an equilibrium of intrinfic value. 

The profpec is, that it would occafion foreign coins, to circulate b 


; y common con- 
fent, nearly at par with the national. : 


To fay, that as far as the effe& of lowering exchange is produced, though it be | 


only occafional and momentary, there is a benefit the more throwa into the fcale of 
public profperity, is not fatisfactory. It has been feen, that it may be productive of 
one evil, the inveftment of a part of the national capital in foreign countries; which 
can hardly be beneficial, but in a fituation like that of the United Netherlands, where 
an immenfe capital and a decreafe of internal demand render it neceflary to find em- 
ployment for money, in the wants of other nations: and, perhaps, on a clofe exami- 
nation, other evils may be defcried. 

One allied to that, which has been mentioned, is this—Taking France, for the fake 
ef more concife illuftration, as the fcene. Whenever it happens that French loyis d’ors 
are fent abroad, from whatever caufe, if there be a confiderable difference between 
coin and bullion, in the market of France, it will conftitute an advantageous traffic 
to fend back thefe louis d’ors and bring away bullion, in lieu of them; upon ali of 
which exchanges, France muft fuftain an aStual lofs of a part of its gold and filver. 

Again, fuch a difference between coin and bullion may tend to counteraé a favour- 
able balance of trade. Whenever a foreign merchant is the carrier of his own com- 
modities to France, for fale, he has a ftrong inducement to bring back fpecie, inftead 
of French commodities ; becgufe a return in the latter may afferd no profir, may even 
be attended with lofs; in the former, it will afferd a certain profit. The fame prin- 
ciple muft be fuppofed to operate in the general courfe of remittances, from France 
tu other countries. ‘The principal queftion with a merchant naturally is—In what 
manner can I realize a given fum, with moft advantage, where I wifh to place it? And, 


os a . 

a 
a oe 
~ © hy etree sem Oe as 


an eae ae pe 
oe re ee ne ee 
5 a 


eon 


womer . ven 


<n 
: re " 


= > 
= r 
, 
+ 
ce 
t - 
2 bi 
i 
o 
- , 
- 
eo 
She 
Leg 
- 
: - 


a Pepin 
- 


vg eae? 


? a sapelttn 


hat oh oe 








ee eS oe — 
eee 


. “ 
ee 
Sa = : = 


ee Bop neta 


Se ete gem 


7 
* 
f 
. 


i 

; 

# tT 
; ahi 
aka! 
. 

ie! 


Re Oe a aoe 
a o 
. 0 . 
= - . Co Ps 


a .~ - - - 
y Oe “re nag: oo — 2-24, 


<2 


Ah CR PE 


Seas oe 
“=> ~ “tro - 
f 


$e 
x 


> 


tt ol 


~~ O? 4g ser 
-- 


Fo Maite aster ss 


+ 


a Mee ; 


See = 5 eS Oe a a a ae, 


atl 


soa rion 
Se thy POT es So Oe ES 
7 * ~~ 


ee ee 

~ - 
—_", 
i -~ 


oe 
. 3 6 ; 


' - fore 
AEE 


— 4 


200 On the Subject of a-Mint. 


in cafes, in which other commodities are not likely to produce equal profit with bul. 
lion, it may be expeGed that this will be preferred; to which the greater certainty 
attending the operation, muft be an additional incitement. There can hardly be 
imagined a circumftance, lefs friendly to trade, than the exiftence of an extra induce- 
ment, arifing from the poffibility of a profitable {peculation, upon the articles them- 
felves, to export from a country its gold and filver, rather than the produ@ts of its land 
and Jabour. ' 

The other advantages fuppofed, of obliging foreigners to pay dearer for domettic 
commodities, and to fell their own cheaper, are applied to a fituation, which includes 
a favourable balance of trade. It is underftood in this fenfe—The prices of domettic 
commodities (fuch at leaft as are peculiar to the country) remain attached to the de- 
nominations of the coins—When a favourable balance of trade realizes in the market 
the mint difference between coin and ‘bullion, foreigners, who muft pay in the latter, 
are obliged to give more of it for fuch commodities, than they otherwife would do, A- 
gain, the bullion, which is now obtained at a cheaper rate in the home market, will 
procure the fame quantity of goods in the foreign market, as before; which is faid to 
render foreign commodities cheaper. In this reafoning, much fallacy is to be fufpected : 
If it be true, that foreigners pay more for domeftic commodities, it muft be equally 
true, that they get more for their own, when they bring them themfelves to market. 
If peculiar, or other domeftic commodities, adhere to the denominations of the coins, 
no reafon occurs why foreign commodities of a like chara@er fhould not do the fame 
thing.—And in this cafe, the foreigner, though he receive only the fame value in coin 
for his merchandife, as formerly, cam convert it into a greater quantity of bullion. 
Whence the nation is liable to lofe more of its gold and filver, than if their intrinfic 
value in relation to the coins, were preferved. And whether the gain or the lofs, will 
on the whole preponderate, would appear to depend on the comparative proportion 
of active commerce of the one country with the other, 

tt is evident, alfo, that the nation muft pay as much gold and filver as before, for 
the commodities which it procures abroad, and whether it obtains this geld and filver 
cheaper, or not, turns upon the folution of the queftion juft intimated, refpe@ting the 
relative proportion of active commerce, between the two countries. 

Befides thefe confiderations, it is admitted in the reafoning, that the advantages 
fuppofed, which depend on a favourable balance of trade, have a tendency to affe& that 
balance difadvantageoufly. Foreigners, it is allowed, will in this cafe, feek fome o- 
ther vent for their commodities, and fome other market, where they can fupply their 
wants at an eafier rate. A tendency of this kind, if real, would be a fufficient objec- 
tion to the regulation. Nothing which contributes to change a beneficial current of 
trade, can well compenfate, by particular advantages, for fo injurious an effect. It is 
far more eafy to transfer trade, from a lefs to a more favourable channel, than when 
on¢e transferred, to bring it back to its old one. Every fource of artificial interrup- 
tion to an advantageous current is, therefore, cautioufly to be avoided. 

It merits attention, that the able minifter, whe lately and fo long prefided aver the 
finances of France, does not attribute to the duty of coinage, in that coustry, any par- 
ticular advantages, in relation to exchange and trade. ‘Though he rather appears an 
advocate for it, *tis on the fole ground of the revenue it affords, which he reprefents, 
2s in the nature of a very moderate duty on the general mafs of exportation. 

And it is not improbable, that to the fingular felicity of fituation of that kingdom, 
is to be attributed its not having been fenfible of the evils which feem incident to 
the regulation. There is perhaps no part of Europe, which has fo little need of other 
countries, as France. Comprehending a variety of foils and climates, an immenfe 
population, its agriculture in a ftate of mature improvement, it pofledes within its 
own bofom, moft, if not all the productions of the carth, which any of its moft fa- 
voured neighbours can boaft. The variety, abundance, and excellence of its wines, 
conftitute a peculiar advantage in its favour. Arts and manufactures are there alfo in 
a very advanced ftate—fome of them of confiderable importance, in higher perfection 
than elfewhere. Its contiguity to Spain, the intimate nature of its connexion with 
that country ; a country with few fabrics of its own, confequently numerous wants, 
and the principal receptacle of the treafures of the hew world. ‘Thefe circumftances 
concur, in fecuring to France, fo uniform, and fo confiderable a balance of trade, as in 
a great meafure to counteract the natural tendency of amy errors, which may cxift in 
the fyftem of her mint; and to render inferences from the operation of that fyftem 
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there, in reference to this country, more liable to miflead, than to inftru@. Nor 
ought it to pafs unnoticed, that with all thefe advantages, the government of France 
has found it neceflary, on fome occafions, to employ very violent methods to compel 
the bringing of bullion to the mint; a circumftance, which affords a ftrong prefump- 
tion of the inexpediency ef the regulation, and of the impracticability of exeguting 
it in the United States. 

(To be concluded next month.) 
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Historicay Sxetcn of the Proceedings of CONGRESS during 
their Third Sefion, commencing on the 6th. December, 1790, in the 
city of PHILADELPHIA. 


HE Prefident, in his fpeech to both houfes of congrefs, at the commencertient 

of the feffion, exhibited a comprehenfive, but pleafing view of the national 
profperity, under the new fyftem of general government. The advancement of 
public credit was evinced by the rife of American ftocks abroad, as well as at home, 
and the facility with which a confiderable loan had been negociated in Holland, du- 
_ ting the recefs. The productivenefs of the revenues, beyond any calculation, afford- 
ed a proof of the fertility of the publick refources, and infured a further increafe of 
national refpectability and credit, while the punctuality with which the duties had 
been paid/bore an honourable teftimony to the integrity of the commercial part of 
the community, and of their attachment to the federal government. Kentucky had 
applied for admiflion into the Union as a diftin& member. He informed them, that, 
in confequence of incurfions en the frontier fettlements, by certain banditti and 
tribes of Indians, he had, during the recefs, authorifed an expedition into their coun 
try, the event of which was yet unknown to him. 

He then enumerated thofe national objects, which would feent to demand the at- 
tention of congrefs during the feflion. ‘The embarraflments to which our commerce 
and agriculture might be expofed, in cafes of war among the maritime powers of Eu- 
trope, feemed to point out the policy of adopting fuch meafures, as fhould have a ten- 


dency to encourage our own navigation, and thereby place us in a fituation lefs des” 


pendent on foreign bottoms. The unfavourable ftate of the Mediterranean trade, 
would demand their ferious deliberations, The improvement of the judiciary fyf- 
tem, and fome legiflative provifion for regulating the exercife of the jurifdicion of 
confuls, were alfo recommended to their attention. The eftablifhment of the mi- 
litia, of a mint, of ftandards of weights and mcafures, and of the poft-office and 
poft-roads, had already heen before congrefs. ‘Thefe important fubjects he prefumed, 
they would now refume of courfe. . 

From the fufficiency of the revenues already appropriated, he doubted not that 
ample provifion would be made for fulfilling the other pecuniary engagements, for 
which the publick faith ftood plighted. He expreffed a hope that congrefs would 
not only provide for the payment of the intereft of the funded debt, but that they 
would endeavour, as far and as faft as the growing refources of the country would 

mit, to exonerate it of the principal itfelt. The fpeedy application of the weftern 

ds to this falutary purpofe would be a meafure, at once highly conducive to the 
public intereft,.and fatisfaétory to the wifhes of the people-—— He conctuded with 
aflurances of his zealous co-operation in whatever meafures might have a tendency 
ftill further to promote the public good; and thus render the government more and 
more the obje& of popular attachment and confidence. 

Both houfes, in their anfwers to the Prefident’s fpeech, expreffed their unanimous 
congratulations, on the favourable ftate and aufpicious profpeét of public affairs. ‘They 
aflured him that the various objects recommended to their confideration, fhould mect 
with that degree of attention on their parts, to which their refpective merits and im- 
portance would cntitle them, They concluded with aflurances of their anxious de- 
fire, and cenftant endcavours, to concur with him in every meafure, calculated te 
increafe the public happinefs, and ftrengthen the attachment of their {cllew-sitizens 
te the eftablithed government, 


Una. Asyx. Vel. VI, No. 3. Cé 
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In the Prefident’s fpeech, and in both anfwers, the principal featare was that of as 
earneft defire to promote the general happinefs and profperity of the Union. Seldom 
have the various branches of fupreme authority been thus united, in any country, 
even the moft free, in their endeavours to fecure the rights, and promote the in- 
terefts, of the people. Either thofe rights have been defpifed and thofe interefts 
difregarded, or the government has been fo conftructed or circumftanced as tu pro- 
duce continual jarrings among its own members, and engender a party fparit, de- 
fiructive of that harmony, without which it is impoflible that any government fhould 
long merit, or enjoy, the confidence of the people.. Even in Great- Britain, the pride 
of Europe, the public meafures brought forward by the minifter have been im- 
plicitly fupported by one party, and violently oppofed by another; as if the minif- 
ter and not the meafure were the fole objet of legiflative ‘upport or oppoStion, 
Need we wonder then, that minifters, knowing that they mult contend with a ftre- 
nuous oppofition, on all occafions, be their meafures right or wrong, have had recourfe 
to undue means to obtain a majority of votes in the legiflature ? Happily for the 
United States, their government is fo organized, that no fuch party fpirit,no fuch cor- 
rupt influence, is to be apprehended. ‘Their civil rulers are the people themfelves, 
condenfed, as it were, into a fmaller compafs. The animating principle of equal re- 
prefentation carries health aod vigour through every part of the body politick. All 
authority is acknowledged to refide in the people, and as no power is exercifed that 
is not derived from them, no caufe of oppofition to the meafures of government exifts, 
The conftitution, too, has, wifely connected the intereft of the legiflator with his duty, 
by rendering him dependent on the people, at fhort periods, for a renewal of his feat, 
If he has acted improperly he cannot expect to be re-elected; but muit return to his 
private ftation, and thare the pernicious confequences refulting from his own injudici- 
ous acts. Thus it appears, that in thefe United States the interefts of the people and 
of the government are the fame. May our citizens duly prize the advantages they 
enjoy; and guard, with vigilance, againft the only danger they have to fear, a dan- 
ger, at the moft diftant apprehenfion of which every citizen of America ought to be 
alarmed ; it is fcarcely neceMlary to inform the American reader, that we allude 
to—Dif.nion. 

State-jealoufies and local interefls, it is true, are daily giving way to a diffufive 
liberality of fentiment, and the general welfare of the Union. It ought to be the 
firtt obje& of our citizens to cherifh thefe falutary difpofitions ; and to ele nene b= 
men of fimilar fentiments, te reprefent them in the general government—men who 
will confider themfelves as the reprefentatives, not of the partial diftri@ in which 
they are chofen, but of United America. 

But, to indulge farther in thefe refleGiions, which have been fuggefted by the hap- 
py change that hastaken place, in the political tituation of the United States, in the 
courfe of the laft two years, would carry us too far from our immediate object. We 
fhail therefore proceed to give a fketch of the moft important proceedings of congrefs 
during the feflion, tracing each fubje@ from its origin to its fina! iffue, before we en- 
ter upon any other. We fhall afterwards give a fummary of the lefs interefting 
tranfactions, excluding, however, every thing of a private nature, fuch dg the greater 
part of petitions and memorials; and fhall conclude with a brief view of the unfinilh- 
ed bufiuels of the fellion. ) 

At the commencement of the feflion, it was refolved that each member fhould be 
furnifhed with three news-papers. The right Rev. Dr. White and the Rev. Dr. 
Blair were appointed chaplains, to officiate in the fenate-chamber and houfe of repre- 
fentatives, alternately. And fundry refolves, refpecting various objects. recommend- 
ed to the attention of conyrefs in the Prefident’s {fpeech, were entered into, and refer- 
red to committees, to bring in bills accordingly; the difcuffions of thefe will appear in 
their proper places. 

A few days after the meeting of congrefs, the Secretary of the treafury tran{mitted 
to the houfe of reprefentatives, a report, which he had prepared agrecably to am or- 
der of the houfe, at cheir fecond feffion. This ftated what further provifion the Se- 
cretary judged neceflary, for eftablifhing the public credit. | 

Of the State debts 21.500.c00 dol. were aflumed by congrefs at their fecond feffion : 
On this amount, intereft would commence from the rf Jan. 1792. For the payment 
of this intereft 788.333 dollars, annually, would be required ; which, together with 
an ¢htimated deficiency, ef 38,291 dollars, in the funds appropriated to the payment 
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ef intereft, accruing on the original debt of the United States, would leave $26.624 
dollars, for which funds were to be provided. . 

He propofed that this fum thould be raifed by additional duties on imported fpirits, 
and by laying duties on fpirits diftilicd within the United States. The product of 
thefe he eftimated as follows : 

Dollars. 


_ 4000.000 gallons imported fpirits, at 8 cents additional duty, 320.000 


3.500.000 gallons diftilled in the United States, from foreign materials, at 





II cents, - - a - - -. - 385.000 
3.000,000 gallons diftilled in the United States, from materials of their 

ewn growth, at 9 cents, - - = - 270.000 

975-000 

Deduct, for drawbacks and expenfe of colleétion, ro per cent, 97-500 


Net produd, - - ~ - 87 7.500 

This computed produd& would exceed the fum neceffary to be provided, 50.875 
dollars, which overplus, if it thould be realized, might be beneficially applied towards 
increafing the fund for finking the publick debt. 

Various arguments, to fhew the propriety of having recourfe to this {pecies of re- 
venue, in preference to any other, were made ufe of by the Secretary. He obferved, 
that there was fcarcely an attitude in which this objet prefented itfelf, that did not 
invite, by all the inducements of found policy and publick good, to take a ftrong and 
effeGtual hold of it. To determine the mode of collection proper to be adopted, feeme 
edto be the moft difficult point. There were two leading principles, one of which 
muft characterize whatever plan fhould be agreed upon. One refted the fecurity of 
the revenue en the wigilance of the publick officers; the other, on the integrity of the 
individuals, whofe intereft it was to avoid the payment of it. The pian fubmittcd by 
the Secretary was fuunded upon the former, experience having proved that but lit- 
tle dependience could be placed on the latter. It would be unproduGiive. It would 
eperate unequally, and prove a difcouragement to the honeft and induftrious; for the 
meritorious part of the community would bear almoft the whole of the burthen. It 
would lead to frequent violations of oaths, and render fuch violations familiar ; and 
by thus loofening one of the Rrongeft bands of focicty, would render life and proper- 
ty infecure, while it injured the religion and morals of the people. He remarked 
that the two great objections to excife laws; viz. the fummary jurifdiGion confided to 
excife officers, in derogation frum the courfe of the common Jaw, and the right of trial 
by jury; and the power veited in them, of vifting and Searching, indifcriminately, the 
dwelling houfes, and other buildings, of dealers in excifed liquors, would be inappli- 
cable to the plan propofed. No fummary jurifdiCtion wasto be permitted; and the 
diferetionary power of fearching was to be reftricted to thofe places, which the deal- 
ers themfelves fhould defignate, as the depofitories of the dutied articles, Duties of 
this kind were by no means novelin the United States. ‘They had been laid by fe- 
veral of the State governments, particularly in Peanlylvania, Maflachufetts, and Con- 
necticut. In the laft, all foreign articles of confumption, generally, had been fubje& 
te an excife or inland duty. 

The next object of the Secretary’s arguments was, to fhow that an excife would be 
preferable to aland-tax. “ If, faid he, the fuppofition that taxcs of this kind are at- 
tended with greater expence in the collectien than taxes on land, fhould feem an ar- 
gument for preferring the latter; it may be obferved, the fa& ought not too readily 
to be taken for granted. ‘The ftate of thingsin England is fometimes referred to as 
an example on this point. But there the fmallnefs of the expence in the collection of 
the iJand-tax, is to. be afcribed to the peculiar modification of it ; which proceeding 
without new affefiments, according to a fixed ftlandard, long fince adjufted, totally 
difregards the comparative value of lands, and the variationsin their value. The con- 
fequence of this is an inequality, fo palpable and extreme, as would be likely to be ill 
relifhed by the landholders of the United States. If, in purfuit of greater equality, ac- 
curate periodical valuations or aff.ffments are to afford a rule, it may well be doubted 
whether the expence of a laud tax will not always exceed that of the kind of dutics 
propofed.” 


“ The ingenious, but fallacious hypothefis, that all taxes on confumption fall final- 
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ly, with accumulated weight, on land, is new too generally and too fatisfaftorily ex- 

ploded, to require to be combated here. It has become an acknowledged truth, that 

in the operation of thofe taxes, every fpecies of capital and induftry contribute their 

proportion tothe revenue; and, confequently, that as far as they can be made fubfti- 

— for taxes on lands, they ferve to exempt them from an undue fhare of the publie 
rthen.” | 

It would moreover be found policy to referve houfes and lands for fome great occa- 
fion, which fhould engage the feelings ef the whole community. The landholder 
would contribute much moré cheerfully, when he faw that nothing fhort of the moR ~ 
urgent neceflity had induced government to lay a direct tax on his property. The 
refervation of fuch a fure and capital fource of revenue would fhow foreigners, that 
we were ina fituation that rendered us capable of refenting their infults and repelling 
their injuries. It would moreover have a very favourable influence on the public 
eredit, when it was known, that though new provifions were made, yet this certain 
and productive refource was ftill referved. But to impofe aand tax at this time 
might be productive of very unfavourable effects upon the national refpectability and 
cae by difcovering fomething like an appearance of the public refources being ex- 

aufted. 

The impolicy of attempting’ to raife the required funds by additional duties on im- 
ported articles was expatiated upon at confiderabie length. Thofe duties,the Secreta- 
ry obferved, could not be extended, without contravening the general fenfe of the 
merchants ; and though this circumftance ought not to be admitted, as a general rule 
for concluding againft the expediency of a publick meafure, yet, it ought certainly to 
be attended,to, in the prefent inftance. ‘That meritorious clafs of citizens had hi- 
therto feconded the operations of the general government, with alacrity ; and looked 
forward, with an accommodating temper, to the new duties which would commence 
with the fear 1791; it might, therefore, be unadvifeable to exceed thofe bounds 
which they deemed reafonable and proper, or to give them reafon to fuppofe, that 
trade alone was deftined to feel the whole weight of providing for the publick ex- 
igencies, on every emergency. Exorbitant duties, though ultimately paid by the con- 
fumer, would be feverely felt by the merchant in the firft inftance. Moft of the du- 
ties muft be paid, previous to ary receipts from the fale of the dutied articles ; hence 
it was evident, that if the duties were difproportioned to the mercantile capital of the 
country, not only too large a fhare of this capital would be diverted from its proper 
channel, but fuch large‘ advances on account of duties would be really injurious to 
commerce, _This inconvenience would be very fenfibly felt in thofe places which 
were deftitute of the advantage of publick banks, and which abounded leaft in pecu- 
niary refources.—A further extenfion of the impoft duties, it was to be feared, would 
prove injurious to publick credit, by giving rife to apprehenfions, that this artificial 
augmentation would be productive of a real diminution of the revenue. Doubts 
would arife, whether a better fubftitute would be provided in future. It might natu- 
rally be inferred, that a want of other means, or an inability to command them, had 
given birth to the inaufpicious effort to draw all from this one feurce. But found po- 
licy required that the funds fhould be diverfified on other accounts. The fole depend- 
ence of government ought not to be placed on any one fpecies of funds ; much lefs 
on one liable to fluétuation from the viciflitudes and interruptions of our intercourfe 
with forcign countries. It would thereforebe a@ing wifely, to provide a variety of 
funds, and to unite interna] with external objeé&s. The Secretary concluded this re- 
port, with a recommendation to congrefs, to make certain alterations in the regulati- 
ons refpecting the collection of dutics on wines and teas. 


( To be continued, ) 
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A VOTE has pafied both houfes of the Legiflature of the State of New-York, 
directing the Treafurer of that State to fubfcribe feventy five thoufand dollars to the 
Bank of the United States; and alfo to fubfcribe the certificates of national debt held 
by that State, to the loan propofed by Congrefs in their A&t of qth Augult, 1790 
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The Houfe of Reprefentatives of Pennfylvania have appointed a committee to bring 
in a bill to appropriate a fum of money, for the purpofe of buildimg a houfe for the Pre- 
fident of the United States, a federal hall for both houfes of Congrefs, and offices for 
the different departments under the general government. The buildings to revert 
to the State upon the removal of congrefs to the place of their permanent refidence. 

The noted Daniel Shays is now confined in jail at Bennington, for a debt under 
ten pounds. 

The lateft accounts from the continent of Europe inform us, that, notwithftanding 
the difmal piéture of French affairs, continually exhibited in the Britith newfpapers, 
that country enjoys a degree of tranquility that could fcarcely have been expected 
fo foon after the convulfions to which the late revolution neceflarily gave rife. 
Thefe are now happily fubfided, and no apprchenfion of a counter-revolution exifts. 
The national aflembly, ating under the influence of enlightened freedom, have dif- 
covered, in all their meafures, an inviolable attachment to the rights of men. Pro- 
ceeding on the broad bafis of Juftice, they have generoufly atoned for the former ty- 
ranny of France, in exiling her proteftant fubjects, and confifcating their property, by 
palling a decree, that the property thus confifeated, fhall be reftored to the pofterity 
of thofe injured exiles. The finances of France appear to be in a flourifhinz f- 
tuation; and the aflignats (paper money) iffued on the credit of the church lands, 
which are appropriated as a fund for their redemption, have rifen confidcrably above 

ar. 
F Since the Emprefs of Ruffia negociated a peace with Sweden, fhe has been able to 
turn her whole force againft the Turks ;and her arms have been attended with a con- 
fiderable degree of fuccefs. Humanity fhudders at the bare recital of the barbarous 
manner in which the war, between thofe two powers is carried on. Quarter is, {el- 
dom given. On the 22d. of December laft, the Ruffians carried the fortrefs of Ifma- 
il, by ftorm ; and the whole garrifon, except about 400 men, were put to the fword. 
—The number maflacred amounted to about 12000. Great Britain, and fome of the 
wers in alliance with her, have come forward as mediators, in endeavouring te 
bring about a peace ; but the haughty Czarina will not liften to chem at prefent. 
Doubtlefs the different nations of Europe will find it their intereft to curb the ambi- 
tion of Ruffia; and to prevent the egpulfion of the Turks from Europe. England, it 
is faid, has declared her intention to fend a fleet of 24 fail tothe Baltic, and another 
of 10 fail to the Mediterranean, in the f{pring, unlefs Ruffia fhall have begun, before 
that time, a plan of pacification with the Porte, upon equitable terms. 

The Spanith government trembes, left the contagious fpirit of Liberty fheuld break 
eut in that country. We have had fome vague accounts, of the people having actu- 
ally demanded a reftoration of their ancient cortez, or parliaments. 

The Belgick States are no longer able to refift the Imperial forces. ‘Their return to 
their former allegiance is now inevitable; nor can we regret that they have failed in 
their attempts, when we confider that they were not actuated by a love cf liberty, 
but were mere dupes to the fanaticifm of their priefts, who firft took up arms in con- 
fequence of the abolition of feme of the ancient eftablifhments of the priefthood, by 
the late Emperor Jofeph. The people will, in all probability, be happier under the 
ee of the mild Leopold,-than if they had continued to be the flaves of bigotted 
pricits. 
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Made by the Prefident of the’ United States, by and with the advice and con- 
‘ feat of the Senate. | 


David Humphreys, Efq. Minifler Refident from the United States to the cour 
of Portugal. 

Nathaniel Chipman, Judge; Stephen Jacobs, Attorney ; and Lewis R. Morris, Mar- 
fhall; of the diftrit of Vermont. Stephen Keyes, Collector for the port of Alle 
burgh, in the State of Vermont. | 
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SuPerRvisorse of th [xcrse. : ° 

Jofhua Wentworth, New- Hampfeire; Nathaniel Gorham, Maffachufetts ; John S. 
Dexter, Rbode-Jfland ; John Chefter, Connecticut ; Noah Smith, Vermont ; William 
6. Smith, New-York ; Aaron Dunham, N. Ferfey; George Clymer, Pennfylvania; 
Henry Latimer, Delaware; George Gale, Maryland; Edward Carrington, Virginia ; 
William Polk, Nortb-Carelina ; Daniel Stephens, South-Caveling ; John Mathews 


Georgia. 
MILITARY APPOINTMENT S. 


Arthur St. Clair, Major-general ; Samuel Hodgdon, Quarter-maffer; John Hurt, 
‘Chaplain. 
ft REGIMENT. 


Majors. : 
David Zeigler, vice Wyllys, killed ; Richard Call, vice Parker, (Virginia) declined. 


Captains. 
Thomas Doyle, vice Zeigler coer John Armftrong, vice Mercer, refigned ; 
Jchn Pratt, vice Heart, promoted. . 
Lieutenants. : 
Cornelius Sedam, vice Doyle, promoted ; John Jeffers, vice Frothingham, killed ; 
Abner Pryor, vice Armftrong, promoted ; Afa Harthhorne, vice Heart, promoted ; 
‘Thomas Seayres, vice Steele, declined. , 
Enjigns. 
Daniel Britt, Pennf/yloania; Hamilton Armftrong, ditto; Bartholomew Shom- 
burgh, promoted from ferjeant-major ; Bernard Gaines, Virginia; John Wade Pena- 
Sylvania ; Rofs Burd, ditto. ; . os 25 


ad. REGIMENT. : 


John Doughty (New-Ferfey) Lieutenant col. commandant; Lemuel  Frefcott, 
( Maffachufetts) 1h. major; John Burnham, (ditto) ad. ditto. Jonathan Hart 
{ Conneéicut,) 3d. ditto. ) - 
. Captains. 

1, Robert Kirkwood, Delaware; 2, Thomas Hunt, Mafachufetts; 3, John 
Mills, ditto; 4, John Pray, ditto; 5. Richard Brooke Roberts, South-Carolina; 
6, John H. Buell, Conncéticut ; 7, David Sayles, RhodesTland; 8, Jonathan Cals, 
New- Hampfrire ; , Conftant Freeman, Ma/fachufetts; 10, Patrick Phelon, ditto; 
11, Thomas H. Cuthing, ditto; 12, Jofeph Shaylor, Conneéficut. 


Lieutenants. 

1, Samuel Newman, Maffachufetts; 2, Bezalael Howe, New-Hampfire; 3, Hen- 
ry Sherman, jun. Rhede-Jfand; 4, Danicl Bradley, Connedicut; 5, John Platt, 
Delaware; 6, William Rickard, Maffachufetts; 7, Richard S. Howe, ditto; % 
Richard H. Greaton, ditto; 9, John Higgenfon, ditto; 10, Winflow Warrea 
ditto; 11, Ruffel Biffell, ConneGicut ; 12, Francis Huger, South-Carelina. 


Enfigns. 

1, Martin B. Sohier, Maffachufetts ; 5 Dichard Edwards, ditto; 3, Edwaré Miller, 
Connecticut ; 4, John Thomfon, ditto; 5. George Tillinghaft, Rhode-Iland; 6, 
Jofeph S. Gilman, New-Hampfire ; 7. Jofeph Pierce, ditte; 8, David Cobb jun. 
Maffachufetts; 9, Jofeph Dickinfon, Souwth-Carolina ; 10 Thomas Duff, Delaware; 
11, Edward Turner, Maffachufetts ; 12, Theodore Sedgwick, ditto. 








Surgeon, William Euftis, Mfaffachufetts ——Surgeons-mates, Jothua Summer, Connefi- 
ewt, and John F. Carmichael, New-Fer/ey. 


BATLALION of ARTILLERY. 

William Fergufon, Major Commandant, vice Doughty, promoted ; Mahlon Ford, 
Captain vice Fergufon, promoted ; Daniel Mc. Lane, Lieutenant, vice Moore, dead ; 
Abimael Y. Nicholl, ditto. vice Fowle, dead ; George Ingerfoll, ditto, vice Ferd, 
promoted. 
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| MARRIA G:8E §&. 

New-York. In the Capital, Dr. Lions, of Zlizabethtowa, to Mifs Sally Crane; 
the Rev. Mr. Cooper, to Mifs Schuyler. 

New-Jersey. Francis Bullus, Efq. attorney at law, of Maount- Holly, to Mifs 
Eliza Minick, of Burlington; At Newark, Mr. A, Hammond, of New-York, to 
Mifs Ogden; At Burlington, Mr. William Cummings, of Philad. to Mifs Sarah 
Wardell ; ‘Tiremas Little, Efq. to Mifs Lydia Drummond; Mr. John Holme to 
Mifs Sarah Hendrickfon; At Elizabethtown, William Livingfton, Efq. to Mifs Ma- 
ty Lenington ; Dr. Paul Micheau, to Mifs Maria Vergereau; At Trenton, Mr. 
Pearfon Hunt, of Philad. to Mifs Rachel Higbee. 

Pennsytvania, In Philadelphia, Mr. Andrew Douglafs, to Mifs Rachel Mor- 
gan; Mr. Jofeph F. Miller, to Mifs Elizabeth Wheelen ; Mr. Mathew Carey, to 
Mifs Biddy Flahavan ; Mr. John Travis, to Mifs Elizabeth Bond; Mr. William 
W. Woodward, to Mifs Sufanna January; Mr. John Cameron, te Mifs Dalinda 
Hany. At Chefer, Dr. Nicholas Newlin, to Mifs Sally Smith. Art Pitifurg, Mr. 
David Evans, to Mifs Betfey Carfon; In Bucks-county, Mr. Jofiah Twamley, of 
Philad. to Mifs Hockley ; In Montgomery county, Daniel St. Clair Efq. Attorney at 
Law, to MifsShannon; At Sedford, James Rofs, Efq. of Wafiington, to Mifs Nan- 
cy Woods. 

"Driawane. At New-Cafile, Mr. James Miller, of Philad. to Mifs Ann Finney. 

Marytanp. In Saltimere, De. George Stevenfon, to Mifs Hetty Smith; Mr. 
Henry Wiley, to Mrs. Goodrich ; Mr. William Branfon, to Mifs Peggy Smith ; 
At Eaffon, Mr. John Singleton, to Mifs Anna Goldfborough, of Ta/bot connty; In 
Baltimore county, Mr. John Ridgely, to Mifs Emmit ; Mr. John Mockbie, to Mifs 
Naney Howard. 

Vigornta. At Frederisktown, Mr. Michacl Ramyet, aged 76, to Mrs. Chriftiana 
Fultz, aged 6c! ‘ . | 

Souru-Carotina. At Cherlefen, Mr. William Perouneau, to Mifs Mary Light- 
wood ; Mr. William Payn, to Mifs Maria Torrans; Mr. William Price, to Mrs. 
Chiffelle; At Chat/worth on Athley river, William Marthall, Efq. Barrifter at law, 
to Mifs Charlotte Neyle. 


—_—_—— 








D> aa tas. 

New-Hampsuire. At Hanover, Mr. Jacob Green,aged 100. 
' New-York. In the Capital, Mr. aac Pinto aged 70; Mr. Jacobus Bleecker; 
Mifs Elizabeth Benfon; Robert G. Livingfton, Efgq. ; At Albany, Colonel 
Lanfing. 

ew. Jensev: Ar Burlington, John Philips Efq.— At Eve/foam, Mr. Jacob Evans; 
At Perth-Amboy, Mr. Michael Kearny ; At Elizabeth-town, Mrs. Sufanna Herriman. 
At New-Brunfwick, Mrs. F. Randolph, aged 71. 

Pennsytvania. In Philadelpbia, Mrs. D. Nicklin, confort of Mr. Philip Mick- 
lin; Dr. Richard Tidmarth, aged 63; Mrs. Efther White, relict of Thomas White, 
Efg. aged 71; Mrs Hannah Harris, confort of Dr Robert Harris; Mrs. Rebecca 
Morris, confort of Mr. Samuel Morris; Mr. Jofeph Mifflin; Mrs, Hannah Whar- 
ton, relict of the late Jofeph Wharton fen. Efq. aged 70; The honourable George 
Bryan, Efq. one of the judges of the fupreme court of Pennfylvania; Mrs. Boys, 
cenfort of Elias Boys Efq; Mr. Richard P. Hicks, ftudent of law ; Mrs Rebecca Jar- 
vis, aged 79; Mr. John Head, jun; Dr. James Newall of Allen-~Town, New- 
Jerfey, aged 67; Mr. John Hall, aged 74; Captain John Willett. At Ship- 
penfourgh, Mr. Daniel Duncan and his wife, within a very few days of each other; 
At Chamberfourgh, Franklin county, Jeremiah Talbot Efq; At Milgrove, Mont- 
‘gomery ceunry, Mrs. Sufanna Prevoit, confort of Major Auguftine Prevoft; In 
£aj!- Pennfoorough, Mrs. Hoge, confort of Jouathan Hoge Efq. 

Detawanre. In confequence of a fall,in his mill, Mr. Joleph England; At Wil- 
mington, Mr. John Wood; At Dover, John Banning E‘q. 

Maryann. At Baltimore, Mrs. Helter Wynkoop, confort of Dr. James Wynkoop. 

Viacinia. At Winchefler, Mrs Ann Holliday, confort of Mr. James Holliday ; 
Mrs. Elizabeth M‘Gill. confort of colonel C. M’Gill. 

Soutu-Carouna. At Charlefon, Mr. William Cam; Mrs. Hannah Cefar, aged 
99; Mr. Jofeph Creighton 
Geoeeia. Lymou Hall Efq; formerly governor of that State, aged 66. 
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To CORRESPONDENTS. 


HIS number contains. /ixteen pages more than ufual, as did alfo 

the Afylum for March. In the prefent number we have giv- 

en a very lengthy Chronicle, which, befides the continuation of our con- 

Erefional hiftory, the conclufion of the report re/pecting a mint, the intel- 
ligence of the month, &c. contains the who/e of the excife-bill. 
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pa aes 


Our limits will not permit us to take notice, in this place, of the 
numerous favours tranfmitted by our fair correfpondent, in Montgo- 
mery county. But, that fhe may not have caufe to charge us with a 
want of due attention, we fhall fhortly write her a letter, on the fub- 
ject of the fundry pieces which we have not yet inferted.—The ex- 
tracts refpecting the death of Mr. D are unavoidably poftponed— 
They fhall certainly appear in our next. 
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The fonnets, tranfmitted by J. M. are publifhed in this month’s 
Parnafiad. The other communications, mentioned by our correfpon- 
dent, would be acceptable. 


A defire to gratify our readers with fome interefting extracts, from 
Mr. Paine’s celebrated anfwer to Mr. Burke, has occafioned our de- 
ferring, till next month, the continuation of Dr. Franklin’s life, to- 
gether with fome other original performances, which we had intend- 
ed for our prefent number. 


Strephon’s love-fick {trains ought to be communicated to his Du/cinea, 
by letter. They are by no means interefting, nor would they even 
afford entertainment, to our readers. 


Amzlia’s ditty is liable to the fame objection. Were we to publith 
all the amorous and ¢/egiac verfes, with which we are inceflantly pefter- 
ed, our Afylum would fcarcely contain any thing elfe ; and might, 
i that cafe, with great propriety, be entitled, The calendar of love and 

cath, . 


The poem figned Z is not original. Our correfpondents, who tranf- 
mit /e/ected articles, are requefted not to give them the appearance of 
originality. 


The /miles of complacency, a new fong ; Hope, a poem; anda num- 
ber of other original performances, both in profe and verfe, fhall have 
a place next month. , 
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